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PROTECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF
COMFORT WOMEN

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2007

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA, THE PACIFIC,
AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 1:35 p.m. in room
2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Eni F. H. Faleomavae-
ga (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. The subcommittee will come to order. On
behalf of the subcommittee, I certainly would like to welcome my
good friend and colleague, the gentleman from California, Con-
gressman Royce, who is sitting in place for our ranking member,
Mr. Manzullo, a gentleman from Illinois who is attending a funeral
of our former colleague, the Honorable Charles Norwood from the
State of Georgia, and we certainly extend to him and the members
of his family our deepest sympathies at this time.

This is also the reason why many of our colleagues of Republican
members are currently traveling to Georgia in attendance of the fu-
neral services of our colleague, Congressman Norwood.

The subcommittee recognizes also Madam Pak, who is the Na-
tional Assembly Member and the daughter of the late President of
South Korea, President Pak Chung Lee. The subcommittee also
welcomes our witnesses, including our colleague, the gentleman
from California, Mr. Honda, and Ms. Yong Soo Lee, Ms. Jan
O’Herne, Ms. Koon Ja Kim, Ms. Mindy Kotler and Dr. Soh. We also
welcome Ms. Anna Song who will be translating for Ms. Lee and
Ms. Kim.

Today our subcommittee will consider House Resolution 121, in-
troduced by my good friend and colleague, Congressman Honda,
which urges, basically, the Government of Japan to formally ac-
knowledge, apologize, and accept historical responsibility for its Im-
perial Armed Force’s coercion of young women into sexual slav-
ery—or forced prostitution if you want to put it in other terms—
during its occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands before and
during World War II.

I want to note for the record that former Congressman Lane
Evans from the State of Illinois originally spearheaded this effort
to defend the human rights of those who came to be known as Jap-
anese military, and I quote, “comfort women.” Congressman Honda
has continued Mr. Evans’ work in part to bring clarity and closure

o))



2

to this issue given that there has been some suggestion the Gov-
ernment of Japan is now trying to downplay its culpability.

I want to note that in terms of some of the information that has
been brought to the Chair’s attention, I wanted to say that before
giving the opportunity to the members of the committee and espe-
cially also to our first witness, Congressman Honda, I would like
to make this as an opening statement part of the chairman.

Clearly, it is a matter of historical record that the Japanese mili-
tary forced at least some 50,000 to 200,000 women from Korea,
China, Taiwan, the Philippines, Holland and Indonesia to provide
sex to Japanese soldiers during World War II and even before that.
House Resolution 121, introduced by Congressman Honda, calls
upon the U.S. House of Representatives to urge Japan to accept
full responsibility for the actions of its military.

Japan contends that it has accepted responsibility. But it wasn’t
until the 1980s and 1990s that major publications in Japan began
to describe the details of what is now known as the “comfort
women” system, and that countries occupied by Japan also began
to speak out about it.

In response to these developments, Japan’s Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Kono Yohei issued a statement of admission and apology in
1992. Prime Minister Koizumi also issued an apology in the year
2001. However, in 2006, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Shimo-
mura Hakubun, as well as Japan’s largest circulating newspaper,
Yomiuri Shimbun, specifically challenged the validity of the Kono
Statement and this has led to the belief that Japan is attempting
to revise history.

For the record, I am including an article from The Daily Yomiuri
dated December 24, 2006, entitled “LDP split over ‘comfort women’/
Lawmakers plan to seek revision of 1993 statement on culpability.”
I am also including other newspaper articles from here and abroad
which raise similar concerns and address other matters pertinent
to this issue.

I also note that according to the Congressional Research Service,
and I quote, “There has been a noticeable trend for new editions
of history textbooks to omit references to comfort women.” The Jap-
anese Diet Government says this is not the case and has submitted
statements suggesting otherwise, which I have included for the
record.

As an aside, I will say that in no way is this hearing meant to
embarrass the government and the good people of Japan. Like my
colleagues, I appreciate that Japan is a close United States ally
and I have a special love and affinity for the people of Japan and
their leaders. But more sacred to me is our obligation to protect the
human rights of those who were forced to become comfort women.

This is the very reason why I believe this hearing is important.
Some may say the past is the past and that the U.S. is also an of-
fender and violator of human rights. Maybe this is so. But nowhere
in recorded history has the U.S. military as a matter of policy
issued a directive allowing for the coercion of young women into
sexual slavery or forced prostitution. On the other hand, this is ex-
actly what the Japanese military did and it is an affront to truth
for any government to downplay its history.
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Civilized society cannot allow history to be revised or denied
under any circumstances. Regardless of what bearing this, or any
other issue, may have on bilateral relations or U.S. foreign policy,
civilized society has a moral obligation to remember, to give voice
to those who have suffered, to pay living tribute to victims past and
present, to defend human rights and human dignity. Otherwise we
run the risk of another Holocaust or, in this case, young women
being forced into sexual slavery.

While I am aware that Japan set up the Asian Women’s Fund
in 1995 and agreed to pay for medical and support programs, and
fund operational expenses for comfort women victims, the Japanese
Government refused to finance atonement payments. Atonement
payments were financed through private Japanese contributions
and, to date, only 285 women have received payments from the
Asian Women’s Fund. In March of this year, the Asian Women’s
Fund will expire.

For the record, I will emphatically state that I do not believe any
amount of money can atone for what these women suffered and,
while I support any woman’s right to lay claim to these funds, I
do not believe the Japanese Government or its citizens should sug-
gest that a monetary payment can right a moral wrong. So for me,
any and all discussions about Asian Women’s Fund sufficing as an
act of apology falls far short of what is relevant.

What is relevant is that Japan acknowledge, apologize, and ac-
cept historical responsibility for its Imperial Armed Force’s coercion
of young women into sexual slavery during its occupation of Asia
and the Pacific Islands through World War II. According to the
Government of Japan, it has done so, and since 1996 every prime
minister of Japan has extended his sincere apologies. According to
the Government of Japan, current Prime Minister Abe also an-
nounced in October 2006 that the government continues to stand
by its statement of apology.

House Resolution 121 suggests that this is not enough and, for
this reason, we will consider the testimony presented to us in order
to make a good-faith effort about where we need to go from here.

At this time, it is my privilege to extend to our ranking member
of our subcommittee, the gentleman from California, for his open-
ing statement.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Faleomavaega follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM AMERICAN SAMOA, AND CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON
ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

Clearly, it is a matter of historical record that the Japanese military forced some
50,000 to 200,000 women from Korea, China, Taiwan, the Philippines, Holland and
Indonesia to provide sex to Japanese soldiers during WWII and, H. Res. 121, intro-
duced by Congressman Mike Honda, calls upon the US House of Representatives
to urge Japan to accept full responsibility for the actions of its military.

Japan contends that it has accepted responsibility. But it wasn’t until the 1980s
and 1990s that major publications in Japan began to describe the details of what
is now known as the “comfort women” system and that countries occupied by Japan
also began to speak out about it.

In response to these developments, Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Kono Yohei
issued a statement of admission and apology in 1992. Prime Minister Koizumi also
issued an apology in 2001. However, in 2006, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary
Shimomura Hakubun, as well as Japan’s largest circulating newspaper, Yomiuri
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Shimbun, specifically challenged the validity of the Kono statement and this has led
to the belief that Japan is attempting to revise history.

For the record, I am including an article from The Daily Yomiuri dated December
24, 2006 entitled “LDP split over ‘comfort women’/Lawmakers plan to seek revision
of 1993 statement on culpability.” I am also including other newspaper articles from
here and abroad which raise similar concerns and address other matters pertinent
to this issue.

I also note that according to the Congressional Research Service (CRS), “there has
been a noticeable trend for new editions of history textbooks to omit references to
comfort women.” The Japanese Government says this is not the case and has sub-
mitted a statement suggesting otherwise which I have included for the record.

As an aside, I will say that in no way is this hearing meant to embarrass Japan.
Like my colleagues, I appreciate that Japan is a close US ally and I have a special
love and affinity for the people of Japan and their leaders. But more sacred to me
is our obligation to protect the human rights of those who were forced to be comfort
women.

This is the very reason why I believe this hearing is important. Some may say
the past is the past and that the US is also an offender and violator of human
rights. Maybe this is so. But nowhere in recorded history has the US military as
a matter of policy issued a directive allowing for the coercion of young women into
sexual slavery or forced prostitution. On the other hand, this is exactly what the
Japanese military did and it is an affront to truth for any government to downplay
its history.

Civilized society cannot allow history to be revised or denied under any cir-
cumstances. Regardless of what bearing this, or any other issue, may have on bilat-
eral relations, or US foreign policy, civilized society has a moral obligation to re-
member, to give voice to those who have suffered, to pay living tribute to victims
past and present, to defend human rights. Otherwise we run the risk of another
Holocaust or, in this case, young women being forced into sexual slavery.

While I am aware that Japan set up the Asian Women’s Fund in 1995 and agreed
to pay for medical and support programs, and fund operational expenses for comfort
women victims, the Japanese government refused to finance atonement payments.
Atonement payments were financed through private Japanese contributions and, to
date, only 285 women have received payments from the Asian Women’s Fund. In
March of this year, the Asian Women’s Fund will expire.

For the record, I will emphatically state that I do not believe any amount of
money can atone for what these women suffered and, while I support any woman’s
right to lay claim to these funds, I do not believe the Japanese government or its
citizens should suggest that a monetary payment can make right a moral wrong.
So, for me, any and all discussions about the Asian Women’s Fund sufficing as an
act of apology falls short of what is relevant.

What is relevant is that Japan acknowledge, acknowledge, apologize, and accept
historical responsibility for its Imperial Armed Force’s coercion of young women into
sexual slavery during its occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands during WWIL.
According to the Government of Japan, it has done so, and since 1996 every Prime
Minister of Japan has extended his sincere apologies. According to the Government
of Japan, current Prime Minister Abe also announced to the Diet in October 2006
that the government continues to stand by its statement of apology.

H. Res. 121 suggests that this is not enough and, for this reason, we will consider
the testimony presented to us in order to make a good-faith effort about where we
go from here.

Mr. RoYcE. Mr. Chairman, thank you for that opportunity, and
let me just say as a cosponsor of this resolution, the Japanese com-
fort resolution, I greatly appreciate you holding this hearing today.

Beginning in the 1930s the Imperial Government of Japan or-
chestrated the enslavement—as the chairman said—of somewhere
between 50,000 and 200,000 young women who would euphemistic-
ally come to be known as comfort women. Many of these women
were abducted from their homes and sent to Japanese military
brothels. Others were lured from their homes under the false pre-
tense of work or were told that they were being sent for employ-
ment, and of course they found neither.

The trauma and shame that these women suffered drove many
to conceal their past, either too embarrassed or scared to speak of
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it. Many died without ever mentioning their ordeal, suffering in si-
lence and in psychological angst. Though the democratic Govern-
ment of Japan today bears no resemblance to Imperial Japan and
is a good ally not only of the United States but of democratic gov-
ernments everywhere in the world, to this day the Japanese Diet
maintains that all potential claims by individuals for suffering in-
flicted in the war were closed by treaties normalizing its ties with
other Asian countries. Clearly many feel differently.

Groups of former comfort women continue to hold demonstrations
outside of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul. Every week, rain or
shine, they have held these demonstrations now for 14 years. Still,
though, the prime ministers of Japan have issued apologies. Still
a formal apology from the Japanese Diet continues to deny these
women in their view full recognition.

What is more, some are actively seeking in Japan to downplay
the past, stepping away from and diluting former statements of
recognition. Some Japanese textbooks significantly downplay the
abuses and war crimes suffered by the comfort women. Others are
more forthcoming.

It is important that the Japanese Diet confronts this dark part
of the history of Imperial Japan. In the previous Congress, the
House International Relations Committee passed out of our com-
mittee House Resolution 759, the Japanese Comfort Women Reso-
lution of which I was also a cosponsor. This resolution calls on the
Japanese Government to formally acknowledge and take full re-
sponsibility for their sexual enslavement for thousands of young
women.

Some are going to ask: Why do we focus on this issue now? Cer-
tainly time has passed, and there are many pressing issues on the
Korean peninsula. Recently the Foreign Affairs Committee held a
hearing on the killing in Darfur, Sudan. What we have there is
genocide being engineered by the Sudanese Government. Much of
the world, sadly, is ignoring this killing. The Chinese Government
is blocking sanctions against Sudan for genocide.

The world’s strength to oppose killing today is made greater by
accountability for actions present but also actions in the past. It is
weakened by denial of accountability and obfuscation of past facts.
History is a continuum. It is much harder to get today right if we
get yesterday wrong. So thank you again, Mr. Chairman, for hold-
ing these hearings, and I yield back.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman from California for
an eloquent statement. I would like to give this opportunity to
other members of our subcommittee if they have any opening state-
ments. I understand my good friend from New Jersey, Congress-
man Sires, who is a new member of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
is also here with us, and I believe he does not have an opening
statement but my good friend from California, the gentleman from
California, Congressman Rohrabacher.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Today
we are addressing a subject that is very painful, especially to the
families and those former comfort women who will be providing
testimony for us today. To each of those brave women, I extend my
thanks for participating today, and to help Americans understand
the suffering that took place during this time during the Second
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World War, and my most sincere sympathy for the pain and the
suffering and the agony that these individuals have had to suffer.

As everyone knows, during World War II Japan forced many
thousands of innocent women from other countries in Asia to per-
form sexual services for the Japanese military. The victims known
by the euphemism comfort women were not only raped many times
but also mistreated and murdered. Many died and all of them suf-
fered greatly.

George Santayana said that those who cannot remember the past
are certainly condemned to repeat it. So thus it is fitting for this
subcommittee to set the factual record straight about this tragic
history, one which would help the world to avoid repeating any
such actions. This in and of itself, setting the record straight, is a
worthy goal. However, I have grave doubts about the wisdom and
even the morality of going any further and adopting resolutions
like H. Res. 121 which is before us today, and I will explain why.

House Resolution 121 demands that Japan apologize but, Mr.
Chairman, Japan has already apologized many, many times which
is exactly what they should have done. They should have apolo-
gized, and they did. The central thrust of H. Resolution 121 is to
demand, and I quote, “Japan should formally acknowledge, apolo-
gize and accept historical responsibility in a clear and unequivocal
manner.” But the most compelling point in our discussion should
be that Japan has in fact done exactly what the resolution de-
mands.

Japan has apologized many times, and it has done so in clear
and strong terms, and that raises questions about this resolution.
In 1994, for example, the Japanese prime minister stated the fol-
lowing: “On the issue of wartime comfort women, which seriously
stained the honor and dignity of many women, I would like to take
this opportunity to once again express my profound and sincere re-
morse and apologies.” Of course this is not the whole story.

A line of Japanese prime ministers, many Japanese prime min-
isters since 1994 have issued very similar statements, and the cur-
rent Prime Minister Abe, for example, has confirmed the policy of
his predecessors, and I would like to submit for the record a copy
of the text Prime Minister Kaszumi’s letter to comfort women.

Prime Minister Kaszumi stated very clearly, “As prime minister
of Japan, I thus extend a new my most sincere apologies and re-
morse to all the women who underwent immeasurable and painful
experiences and suffered incurable physical and psychological
wounds as comfort women. We must not evade the weight of the
past nor should we evade our responsibilities for the future.” That
was the prime minister of Japan, and the words, “As prime min-
ister of Japan,” are key here. That was meaning he was apologizing
for the Japanese people. It was an official apology by the prime
minister of Japan exercising his official capacity.

Japan has a parliamentary system. It also has a prime minister
who is a member of the Diet. In addition, the Diet has issued nu-
merous statements accepting responsibilities for Japan’s actions
during the Second World War. Mr. Chairman, this issue of an apol-
ogy has been fully and satisfactorily addressed. Yes, it is important
for us to set the record straight for history exactly how diabolical
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and horrible these activities were by the Japanese during the Sec-
ond World War.

But we must be accurate in what we are saying in terms of the
Japanese position of today. For example, another part of H121,
which I find to be misleading, is the fact that it talks about Japa-
nese textbooks downplaying the comfort women tragedy. Well as in
the United States, textbooks in Japan are chosen by local not cen-
tral government authorities. A panel of experts in Japan has iden-
tified 18 history books that are used by the Japanese high school
students. Of those 18, 16 address the comfort women matter, and
all 18 describe the suffering of peoples in neighboring countries
during the Second World War.

Well Japan’s responsibility for those countries and this horrible
crime is great but so is its regret, and in 16 of those 18 books that
are used in the high schools, they address the comfort women
issue, and those 16 books represent between 93 and 95 percent of
all of Japan’s high school history text. It seems to me that yes, we
want to make sure that history is recorded accurately but we want
to make sure that we are not saying that the current Japanese peo-
ple and Government have not acknowledged those wrong deeds.

Every country in the world has committed crimes, not just the
Japanese. Every country in the world, and, Mr. Chairman, I might
note that you repeatedly called to our attention to some of the
crimes the United States Government has committed by error or
intentionally over the years, and I have heard you at many hear-
ings call into question horrible things that our Government has
done. So this is not a question of is Japan any dirtier than the rest
of us in terms of having made mistakes, and the fact is that they
have acknowledged those dirty deeds. In some cases I would say
the United States has been less apologetic about some of the crimes
that we have committed, and we have in the past.

Finally let me note, Mr. Chairman, that we have to make sure
that what we do in condemning the past, that which has already
been condemned and we have demanded that of Japan, that we are
not unfairly suggesting that the Japanese of today must in some
way be punished for two generations of Japanese ago did. That is
not the way to create more harmony in this world.

So accept accountability. It is really important. Setting the record
straight is really important. You are right. We must set a humane
and decent standard but let me just say that it is my reading of
the world today that the Japanese in alliance with the United
States and other western powers is a major force for decency and
humane standards today. It was not that way 60 and 100 years ago
but today Japan is pivotal to the western democracy’s fight to have
these human rights standards that are so important for civiliza-
tion.

So let us not beat someone after they have apologized. Let us
make sure that we acknowledge and thank them for being open
with us on those issues to the degree that they have. Now if I am
wrong, I am willing to listen and to hear but I have got the quotes
from the prime ministers. We have got people we talked to, the
Japanese. They all suggest that we are so sorry about these things
and apologize profusely et cetera, and it seems to me that we
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should be setting the record straight but not blaming the current
generation of Japanese. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman for his statement
and I just want to say that I do not think there was ever intention
on the part of the Chair to provide any accusations against the
Japanese Government and its leaders and its people. We are just
trying to make sure that we properly identify this very serious
issue which has been pending for how many years, and the fact of
the matter is this is the reason why we have a hearing, proposed
legislation, and this is what makes this democracy so beautiful,
and we are all entitled to our opinions, and I deeply respect the
gentleman’s opinion about this issue.

I ask if our good friend from Ohio, my good friend Congressman
Chabot, if he has any opening statement.

Mr. CHABOT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will be very brief. 1
first want to apologize myself because I have about three hearings
going on at the same time, and I am going to have to leave shortly
but I am going to try to come back as well because this is an im-
portant hearing, and I do not want to repeat what the other mem-
bers have said, and I think there have been some very good state-
ments already made.

In the chairman’s remarks, he had indicated that some allege
that the Government of Japan is trying to downplay its culpability
in this matter, and as my colleague from California indicated, Jap-
anese officials have time and again already apologized, as they
should have because this was a very terrible abuse of human
rights. It did happen in World War II, and I would note now that
Japan and Korea and Taiwan and Philippines and the other coun-
tries that suffered are all very strong allies of the United States.

We have the utmost respect for all those countries and the people
in those countries as well. They are some of the people that have
stood with us under difficult circumstances now and in the past,
and we need to continue to work with them.

One of the things that I would like to see if possible is there
should be compensation to the women that underwent these hor-
rors and their families, and it is my understanding that a relatively
small number have taken advantage of this for a number of rea-
sons. I think the number is about 285 out of many more than that
that would have qualified, and I would like to see some way to get
the money, some compensation—although no compensation would
ever be enough to pay them for the degradation that they had to
undergo—but if there is some way that we could get more com-
pensation to more of those individuals who qualify for that money
we ought to try to do that.

And it is my understanding that some of the countries have ei-
ther discouraged or prevented payments from being made for one
reason or another. So I hope that perhaps that can be something
looked into to try to compensate these women, the least we can do
to try to help them, and I yield back my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman for his comments,
and I want to note that this was an issue that I had brought to
the attention of the Ambassador from Japan, and that was the
question I also raised. If there were somewhere between 50 to
200,000 women that were under this forced prostitution and the
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fact that only 283 or 285 were compensated, I think we can all ap-
preciate the psychological impact and why any woman would be so
embarrassed even trying to say anything publicly about what hap-
pened in this part of our global history if you will of what the Japa-
nese military did against these women but that certainly is an
issue that we ought to pursue and see what we can do to see what
else can be done.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Will the chairman yield for 1 second?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I gladly yield to the gentleman.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Thank you. That is one thing that I was won-
dering if there was not some way and the embarrassment that peo-
ple might feel is not embarrassment that they in any deserve but
the fact is human nature being as it is some people might not want
that past to be made public.

So if there was some way to make this a more private process
that people could obtain the funds without necessarily broadcasting
to the world how these funds were obtained I think that would be
something, and it is also my understanding that—and I believe it
is Taiwan and Korea is what I was told—that basically have a pol-
icy that they either do not permit it or frown upon it. So perhaps
we could work with those countries as well to do something to try
to help these women. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman for responding. I
think one of the issues that I, in my readings and the accounts that
give in to this issue, is the fact that many of these women do not
really care about any monetary compensation. It is the sense of a
formal apology or I think we went through the same experience
with the Japanese Americans when they were interred, and I think
I could not have asked for a better witness before us in sharing
with us his sense of experience of what they went through in that
terrible time, World War II.

But anyway, I want to invite our first witness this afternoon to
speak. The chief sponsor of this legislation, my good friend the gen-
tleman from California, a former mayor, I think, of the great city
of San Jose, also with the California State Assembly, and then he
was elected a Member of Congress in 1990. In 2000 was it? He
really rose up in the ranks. Currently now he is a member of the
powerful Appropriations Committee and vice-chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, none other than my good friend
Congressman Honda for his statement. Welcome

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE MICHAEL M. HONDA, A REP-
RESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA

Mr. HoNDA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman Faleomavaega, and I
would also like to thank the other members of the subcommittee,
especially Congressman Rohrabacher, for we have been partners
and colleagues on similar issues regarding the ex POWs who were
used as slave laborers during World War II, and to Mr. Chabot and
Mr. Sires.

I hope that some of the comments that were raised by your open-
ing remarks will be addressed by the three witnesses we have
today, who traveled long distances from the Netherlands and from
Australia and from Korea to share their experiences and their in-
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sights, and perhaps respond to some of the ideas and comments
that you have today.

I want to thank you for holding this historic hearing, and thank
you for inviting me to testify before the subcommittee. I appreciate
the opportunity to share my thoughts on the comfort women trag-
edy of which my good friend and our former colleague, Congress-
man Lane Evans, long advocated to be addressed by this body. I
hope he is watching. Semper Fi.

As members of the subcommittee know, I recently introduced
H. Res. 121, a resolution calling on the Government of Japan to
formally acknowledge, apologize and accept historical responsibility
in a clear and unequivocal manner for its Imperial Armed Force’s
coercion of young women and girls into sexual slavery during
World War II, euphemistically known as comfort women. These vio-
lated women—mostly Korean, Chinese and Filipino, but include
Dutch women as well—have too long been denied their dignity and
their honor.

My interest in seeking justice for the comfort women began dur-
ing my career as a school teacher in San Jose. A couple of decades
ago, I learned that Japan’s ministry of education sought to omit or
downplay the comfort women tragedy in its approved textbooks. As
a teacher interested in historical accuracy and reconciliation, I
knew the importance of teaching and talking about tragedy and in-
justice without flinching from the details. Without honesty and
candor, there can be no foundation for reconciliation.

My subsequent research on Japan’s long unresolved historical
issues with its former adversaries led me to pursue efforts toward
reconciliation in the California State Assembly, and in 1999 I au-
thored Assembly Joint Resolution 27 (AJR 27), which called on
Congress to urge the Japanese Government to issue an apology for
the victims of the rape of Nanking, comfort women, and the POWs
who were used as slave laborers. The resolution was ultimately
passed.

Now, nearly 9 years after the passage of AJR 27, I stand united
with several of my colleagues in the House, from both parties, in
support of H. Res. 121 and the surviving comfort women who are
here with us today. The urgency is upon this committee and the
Congress to take quick action on this resolution for these women
are aging and their numbers dwindling with each passing day.

If we do not act now, we will lose a historic opportunity to en-
courage the Government of Japan to properly acknowledge respon-
sibility for the plight of the comfort women. Elected officials of
Japan have taken steps on this issue, and for that they are to be
commended. In 1993, Japan’s then Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei
Kono issued an encouraging statement regarding comfort women,
which expresses apologies and remorse for the government’s ordeal.

Additionally, Japan attempted to provide monetary compensation
to surviving comfort women through the Asia Women’s Fund, a
government-initiated and largely government-funded private foun-
dation whose purpose was a carrying out of programs and projects
with the aim of atonement for the comfort women. The Asia Wom-
en’s Fund is to be disbanded on March 31, 2007.

Recent attempts, however, by some senior members of Japan’s
ruling Liberal Democratic Party to review and possibly retract Sec-
retary Kono’s statement are disheartening and mark Japan’s
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retary Kono’s statement are disheartening and mark Japan’s
equivocation on this issue.

Additionally, while I appreciate Japan’s creation of the Asia
Women’s Fund and the past prime minister’s apologies to some
comfort women which accompanied this fund’s disbursal of mone-
tary compensation from this fund, the reality is that without a sin-
cere and unequivocal apology from the Government of Japan, the
majority of surviving comfort women refused to accept these funds.

In fact, as you will hear today, many comfort women returned
the prime minister’s letter of apology accompanying the monetary
compensation saying they felt the apology was artificial and dis-
ingenuous. Perhaps the apologies of the aforementioned prime min-
ister read,“My sincere regret,” and what I think people are talking
about is a process by which the Government of Japan goes through
and makes a formal, unequivocal apology on behalf of the govern-
ment with the leadership along with that.

Mr. Chairman, let me make my intentions abundantly clear. This
resolution provides for historical reconciliation and then moving
forward. It is not in any way meant and should not damage our
strong relationship with Japan. As Congressman Rohrabacher and
I have said regarding our past efforts, they are in no way meant
to appear to bash Japan or bash Asians or whatever. That is not
what this is all about.

I understand that many feel strongly that this resolution is un-
necessary, that it focuses too much on the past, and fear it will
negatively affect regional stability along with our alliance with
Japan.

These worries are unfounded. I feel strongly that accepting re-
sponsibility for the comfort women tragedy is worthy of a nation as
great as Japan is. I also feel strongly that reconciliation on this
issue will have a positive effect on upon relationships in the region
as historical anxieties are put to rest.

We know as policymakers on domestic and foreign relations
issues that many dynamics between our countries are sometimes
set aside for the anxieties and the wrongs of the past which have
not yet been fully put to rest.

I ask that Members of Congress understand that apologies on
matters of historical significance are important, and that they are
the first necessary steps in any attempt to reconcile differences or
atone for past actions. Our Government has made its own mis-
takes, but in its wisdom it has made the difficult choice to admit
wrongdoing.

For example, in 1988, Congress passed, and President Ronald
Reagan signed into law, H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1988,
which was a formal, clear, unequivocal apology to the United
States citizens of Japanese ancestry who were unjustly put into in-
ternment camps during World War II.

I want to repeat that. Congress passed this act and the President
signed it into law, and this was considered by the community a for-
mal, clear, unequivocal apology. As someone who was put into in-
ternment camp as an infant, I know firsthand that we must not be
ignorant of the past, and that reconciliation through appropriate
government actions to admit error are the only ones likely to be
long lasting. One of our past philosophers and writers, George San-
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tayana, had said that those who do not understand or study their
past mistakes are doomed to repeat them.

For many Japanese Americans whose civil and constitutional
rights were violated by internment, that dark chapter of history
was closed by the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 which emerged over
40 years after internment. Seeking reparations was a long and ar-
duous journey, but the apology, once it came, was clear and un-
equivocal. Reconciliation is something our generation should right-
fully be calling for in order to promote the growth of a peaceful
global society, and to address issues of the past so we can finally
put them to rest.

Mr. Chairman, for reconciliation and justice for these women, I
and many other people have worked very hard to bring these three
survivors, Ms. Lee Yong Soo, Ms. Kim Koon Ja and Ms. Jan Ruff
O’Herne, to Washington. They are the human face of wartime vio-
lence against women. Their words reflect not just history but the
continued pattern of organized abuse of women in conflict.

Members of Congress who feel that this resolution is unnecessary
need to look no further than these three women who know that
they speak not just for themselves but also for the young women
in Burma, Bosnia and Darfur.

I urge the committee to act swiftly on H. Res. 121 so that it may
soon come to the floor for a vote. The strength and humanity of
these women and the truths to which they testify today must su-
persede any political pressures to stop and slow this resolution. I
want to again thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the members of the
subcommittee for this opportunity.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Honda follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE MICHAEL M. HONDA, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Thank you, Chairman Faleomavaega, for holding this historic hearing. And thank
you for inviting me to testify before the Subcommittee. I appreciate the opportunity
to share my thoughts on the comfort women tragedy, which my good friend and our
former colleague, Lane Evans long advocated to be addressed by the U.S. Congress.

As the members of the Subcommittee know, I recently introduced H.Res.121, a
resolution calling on the Government of Japan to formally acknowledge, apologize,
and accept historical responsibility in a clear and unequivocal manner for its Impe-
rial Armed Force’s coercion of young women and girls into sexual slavery starting
in the 1930s during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Is-
lands. Euphemistically known as “Comfort Women,” these violated women have too
long been denied their dignity and honor.

My interest in seeking justice for the Comfort Women began during my career as
a schoolteacher in San Jose. A couple decades ago, I learned that Japan’s Ministry
of Education sought to omit or downplay the comfort women tragedy in its approved
textbooks. As a teacher interested in historical reconciliation, I knew the importance
of teaching and talking about tragedy and injustice without flinching from the de-
tails. Without honesty and candor, there is no foundation for reconciliation.

My subsequent research on Japan’s long unresolved history issues with its former
adversaries led me to pursue efforts toward reconciliation in the California State As-
sembly. In 1999, I authored Assembly Joint Resolution 27 (AJR27), which called on
Congress to urge the Japanese government to issue an apology for the victims of
the Rape of Nanking, Comfort Women, and POWs who were used as slave laborers.
The resolution was ultimately passed.

Now, nearly nine years after the passage of AJR27, I stand united with several
of my colleagues in the House, from both parties, in support of H.Res.121 and the
surviving Comfort Women who are here with us today. The urgency is upon this
Committee and the Congress to take quick action on this resolution. These women
are aging and their numbers dwindling with each passing day. If we do not act now,
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we will lose a historic opportunity to encourage the Government of Japan to prop-
erly acknowledge responsibility for the plight of the Comfort Women.

Elected officials of Japan have taken steps to address this issue, and for that they
are to be commended. In 1993, Japan’s then Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono
issued an encouraging statement regarding Comfort Women, which expressed the
Government’s sincere apologies and remorse for their ordeal. Additionally, Japan at-
tempted to provide monetary compensation to surviving comfort women through the
Asia Women’s Fund, a government initiated and largely government-funded private
foundation whose purpose was the carrying out of programs and projects with the
aim of atonement for the Comfort Women. The Asia Women’s Fund is to be dis-
banded on March 31, 2007.

Recent attempts, however, by some senior members of Japan’s ruling Liberal
Democratic Party to review and even possibly retract Secretary Kono’s statement
are disheartening and mark Japan’s equivocation on this issue. Additionally, while
I appreciate Japan’s creation of the Asia Women’s Fund and the past prime min-
ister’s apologies to some comfort women, which accompanied this Fund’s disbursal
of monetary compensation from this fund, the reality is that without a sincere and
unequivocal apology from the government of Japan, the majority of surviving Com-
fort Women refused to accept these funds. In fact, as you will hear today, many
Comfort Women returned the Prime Minister’s letter of apology accompanying the
monetary compensation saying they felt the apology was artificial and disingenuous.

Mr. Chairman, let me make my intentions abundantly clear: this resolution pro-
vides for historical reconciliation and then moving forward. It is not in any way
meant to and should not damage our strong relationship with Japan. I understand
that many feel strongly that this resolution is unnecessary, that it focuses too much
on the past, and fear 1t will negatively affect regional stability along with our alli-
ance with Japan.

These worries are unfounded. I feel strongly that accepting responsibility for the
Comfort Women tragedy is worthy of a nation as great as Japan is to do. I also feel
strongly that reconciliation on this issue will have a positive effect upon relation-
ships in the region as historical anxieties are put to rest.

I ask that Members of Congress understand that apologies on matters of historical
significance are important and that they are the first, necessary steps in any at-
tempt to reconcile differences or atone for past actions. Our government has made
fits' own mistakes. But in its wisdom, it has made the difficult choice to admit wrong-

oing.

For example, in 1988, Congress passed, and President Ronald Reagan signed into
law, H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which was a formal apology to U.S.
citizens of Japanese ancestry who were unjustly put into internment camps during
World War II. As someone who was put into an internment camp as an infant, I
know firsthand that we must not be ignorant of the past, and that reconciliation
through government actions to admit error are the only ones likely to be long last-
ing.

For many Japanese Americans whose civil and constitutional rights were violated
by internment, that dark chapter of history was closed by the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988, which emerged over 40 years after internment. Seeking reparations was a
long and arduous journey, but the apology, once it came, was clear and unequivocal.
Reconciliation is something our generation should rightfully be calling for in order
to promote the growth of a peaceful global society, and to address issues of the past
so we can finally put them to rest.

Americans have high expectations of close allies such as Japan, which shares so
many of our values and ideals. Japan’s current approach of denial to the Comfort
Woman tragedy—some call it a historic fabrication—detracts from the relationship
and questions the overall alliance in the eyes of Japan’s neighbors. It compels one
also to question Japan’s appreciation of the Dutch, British, and Australian soldiers
who recently guarded Japan’s Self Defense Forces in Iraq, whose country’s nationals
are said to have been included in the Comfort Women system. Most important, the
failure of Japan to successfully resolve their culpability and responsibility toward
the Comfort Women casts doubt upon Japan’s commitment to human rights, vio-
lence against women in war and UN leadership.

Mr. Chairman, for reconciliation and justice for these women, I have worked very
hard to bring these three survivors, Ms. Lee Yong Soo, Ms. Kim Koon-Ja, and Ms.
Jan Ruff O’Herne, to Washington. They are the human face of the wartime violence
against women. Their words reflect not just history but the continued pattern of or-
ganized abuse of women in conflict. Members of Congress who feel that this resolu-
tion is unnecessary need to look no further than these three women who know that
th?iy Spe?k not just for themselves but also for the young women in Burma, Bosnia,
and Darfur.
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I commend groups such as the Washington Coalition for Comfort Women, Am-
nesty International, V-Day, the Korean American Voter’s Council, the National Ko-
rean American Service and Education Consortium the National Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Women’s Forum, Justice for Comfort Women, the Global Alliance for Pre-
serving History of World War II in Asia, and the Center for Women Policy Studies
for their continued and tireless work on behalf of these women—without which
much of the efforts to keep this issue alive would have failed long ago.

I urge the Committee to act swiftly on H.Res.121 so that it soon may come to the
floor for a vote. The strength and humanity of these women and the truths to which
they testify today must supersede any political pressures to stop this resolution.

Thank you.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman for his testimony,
and I would like to say at this point in time also in commenting
to the gentleman’s statement the fact that it took our Government
what some 50 years that we finally made a formal apology by a
congressional enactment and resolution, and also by that we also
gave compensation to the number of survivors among the Japanese
Americans that they were I think about $20,000 per person but it
was not the money. It was the whole idea of the concept that there
was a formal apology made through congressional legislation.

This is what makes this country so great. That it is willing to
correct its mistakes and doing so in a way that finally as the gen-
tleman said earlier we have now put this chapter to a close. I know
for many years many of my Japanese American friends older than
me refused, hardly anyone would want to talk about what they
went through. I call them concentration camps and what our Gov-
ernment did against them.

But here again as I said this is what makes this country so great
as a democracy is its willingness to correct its mistakes and doing
so in such a way as you said earlier, Mr. Honda, was that we made
this formal apology, and I think finally members of our Japanese
American community are becoming more open and people have a
better understanding and appreciation what they went through
during that period of time.

I might also note for the record this incident happened 50 years
ago but another incident also occurred over 100 years ago where
our Government and officials illegally and unlawfully seized a sov-
ereign government that existed in the Hawaiian Islands. Just sim-
ply went over there. The marines just went over there and took
over the government from Queen Lili'uokalani, and what did we
do? After almost 100 years, we also issued a formal apology
through congressional legislation recognizing the wrong that we did
some 100 years ago telling the native Hawaiian people we did you
wrong, and we apologize.

Mr. HoNDA. If T may, Mr. Chairman, the Civil Rights Act of
1988, H.R. 442, there were two other acts that were preceding that
that recognized the compensation to the Japanese Americans. Mon-
etary compensations which went to Congress but the one in 1988
was the most difficult one because it dealt with civil rights, and it
was a concept that was coming, and people started to understand
what it meant. It was that act that lifted the burden of guilt off
the shoulders of our generations and provided the remedy, if you
will, to close the wounds that existed in the community.

And I dare say that those of us who have wounds in our bodies
who have had cuts in the past know that when the cut is healed
there is a scar tissue there, and that scar tissue is much stronger
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than any other tissue surrounding it. So reconciliation through an
unequivocal and clear apology, as this country has done, which we
seek to urge Japan to do, is what will make relationships much
stronger in the future. Much stronger. Thank you.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I will also say to the gentleman that as a
former member, as a reserve officer of the distinguished battalion
now known as the 442nd, 100th battalion, 442nd infantry, I can
tell you how the gentleman feels in terms of as an American who
happens to be of Japanese ancestry where young men of Japanese
ancestry, Americans, volunteered despite all the bigotry, the ha-
tred, the racism that was heaped upon them. Still volunteered to
fight our enemies during World War IT which became known as the
100th battalion, 442nd infantry, the most decorated military unit
of its size ever in the history of the United States Army.

And I can practically memorize 18,000 individual decorations
were given, over 9,000 Purple Hearts, 562 Silver Stars, 52 Distin-
guished Service Crosses which was the second highest, and what
happens? Only one Medal of Honor. We had to take corrective ac-
tion for that too. So Senator Akaka introduced legislation we need
to review this. Something seems to be wrong here.

And after reviewing of the process, all of a sudden that we have
19 additional recipients of the Congressman metal of honor, those
of Japanese American ancestry who fought against our enemies
during World War II. So I would say to the gentleman that I can
appreciate where you are coming from because you personally expe-
rienced this. Now I do not mean to get out of touch in terms of our
purpose but I think the intent of when somebody suffers psycho-
logically, spiritually and mentally I think the basis of you intro-
ducing this legislation, and like I said with all the respect that I
have for our colleague from California but this is part of the proc-
ess.

We deliberate, we debate, and see how this legislation is going
to go through the process in this committee. Again, I thank the
gentleman for his eloquent statement, and as a prerogative of the
Chair, even though as a matter of practice members are not to be
questioned after they bear their testimony here before the com-
mittee, but I would like, as a gesture of goodwill as I am sure my
good friend from California will not mind, will invite the gentleman
from California to sit on the dias and to be part of our committee
hearing.

Mr. HONDA. I would be honored to do so. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. All right. Thank you. At this time I would
like to invite the next panel, Ms. Yong Soo Lee. She is a surviving
comfort woman, member of the Korean Council for the Women
Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery. Also Ms. Jan Ruff O’Herne,
also a surviving comfort woman, Friends of Comfort Women in
Australia, currently living in Australia, and also Ms. Koon Ja Kim.

Just for the purposes of the record, I just want to say that we
are going to need some real good translation here for our friends.
I know that Ms. O’'Herne does not need a translator but for our
good ladies who traveled so far and certainly thank them so much.
Ms. Yong Soo Lee was born in Korea in 1928 as the only daughter
of a poverty stricken family. During her childhood, she studied in
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the evening at Dalsung Elementary School for 1 year because of fi-
nancial difficulties.

At the age of 16, she was taken as a sexual slave to serve the
Japanese Imperial Army. Thereafter she was forced to labor as a
sexual slave in Taiwan and survive until the war was over. Her
Japanese name was Tosiko. At the end of World War II, she re-
turned to her homeland, Korea, in 1945. She gave her first public
testimony in 1992, disclosing her ordeal as a former comfort
woman under the Japanese Imperial Army during World War II.

Since 1992, she has been attending numerous international con-
ferences, and has been met with politicians and NGOs to present
her testimony. She has visited Japan more than 19 times, the
United States, China, Taiwan for the public awareness of comfort
women. She has participated in demonstrations for many years on
behalf of comfort women. Ms. Yong Lee has attended graduate
school studying law. She is well known for her appearances on nu-
merous films about comfort women as the little voice, sound of
breathing and has appeared on KBC, NBC, major TV stations in
Korea.

She has been a public figure, and has brought much attention to
the international society on comfort women issues. Recently she did
her solo demonstration at the front of the department of foreign af-
fairs in Seoul, Korea to demand the prompt resolution on comfort
women issues. I would like our translator to have Ms. Yong Soo
Lee to raise her hand so that everybody will know. Okay.

We also have Ms. Jan Ruff O’Herne. Jan Ruff O’'Herne was born
in Indonesia in 1923, fourth generation of a Dutch family. In 1944,
21 years old, she was forced into brothel to become a military sex
slave for the Japanese military. She was repeatedly abused, beat-
en, raped in a period of 3 months after which she was returned to
prison camp with threats that her family would be killed if she re-
vealed the truth about the atrocities inflicted upon her.

When the war ended, Jan married Tom Ruff and eventually gave
birth to two beautiful daughters. The family lived in England and
the migrated to Australia where they now live. In 1992 after seeing
Korean War rape victims euphemistically called comfort women
making appeals for justice on television, Jan decided to break her
silence and support them by speaking out as a witness at the inter-
national public hearing on Japanese war crimes held in Tokyo.

Jan, for the past 10 years, has worked tirelessly to support the
plight of the Asian comfort women, for the protection of women in
war and armed conflict. Her autobiography, 50 Years of Silence,
has been translated into Japanese and Indonesian, and a documen-
tary film on the same name received many awards. She has worked
with Human Rights Commission, International Red Cross, Am-
nesty International speaking both in Australia and throughout the
world on this issue.

In September 2001, Jan received a knighthood from Queen
Beatrix of the Netherlands. She received the ANZAC Peace Prize
in 2002 in recognizing her contributions of international peace and
goodwill.

We also have as our third witness Ms. Koon Ja Kim. I will not
say she is 21 years old. Koon Ja Kim is 81. She was born in the
Kangwon Province. She was orphaned at the age of 14, and to sup-
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port herself and her siblings she worked as a maid. At 17 years old
she was forcibly drafted by the Japanese military to serve again
forced prostitution and now as a comfort women.

After 3 years of being physically abused and raped on a daily
basis, the war ended. With no money and physically defeated body,
she and a small group of other women summoned their strength
of spirit to walk hundreds of miles over several weeks back to
Korea. She now lives in South Korea with other comfort women,
and the House of Sharing established committee was founded. Ap-
parently she also assisted in this residence in 1992 supported by
the various organizations there in Korea.

I would like to especially welcome our three ladies as witnesses
to this hearing, and I would like to start with Ms. Yong Soo Lee
for her testimony. She can speak Korean but we need the trans-
lator. If you could have another microphone there for the translator
so that you could state her statement in English.

Yes, you could use that at this point. Please. And please advise
Ms. Lee that we will have to take it one or two sentences at a time
and you translate in English, okay? So that we do not get ahead
of ourselves. Okay. Ms. Lee, please proceed. You need to press the
button there. Okay. And your button as well of your microphone.
Is it working? Yes, yours is working. Okay.

STATEMENT OF MS. YONG SOO LEE, SURVIVING COMFORT
WOMAN, KOREAN COUNCIL FOR THE WOMEN DRAFTED FOR
MILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY

Ms. LEE. Chair of the committee, Chairman Faleomavaega, mem-
bers of the subcommittee, I thank you for giving me this oppor-
tunity to come all the way to United States of America to share
with you my anger, my rancor. This is a true and live testimony
from history. So I will share my story with you but I am so embar-
rassed. I am so ashamed but this is something that I cannot keep
just to myself. So I will start telling you my story.

I live in Taegu, South Korea. My name is Lee Yong Soo, and
sometimes I am a 14-year-old girl, and I look outside my window,
and there is a girl, and there is a Japanese man, and they are say-
ing something to each other, and they are gesturing me to come
out. I did not know anything. I did not know what was going on
but they gestured me to come out so I came out, and as you seen
her dress, the girl and the Japanese soldier put their hand on my
shoulder, and covered my mouth, and the soldier put something
against my back, and like that in the middle of the night I was
taken away.

So when I was taken away I was taken to a bridge. Underneath
the bridge there were cars going by, and when I arrived there I
saw three other girls and they gave me a parcel, a ripped parcel,
and I had a feel of what that parcel had inside it, and there were
some clothes and some shoes. And then we were taken to a train
station. We were taken on a train. It was my very first time in my
entire life to board a train, and my head hurt a lot. I can even re-
member now I told them my head hurts, my head hurt, and they
called me something like Jo Sen Ging or something like that, and
they started hitting me with their fists and kicking me with their
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feet. And they kicked me and punched me so much that I lost con-
sciousness.

So the train went all the way to North Korea. It went to
P’yongan, and from there we got off of the train, and we were at
a port. We were told to board a ship. So we boarded this ship, and
there were 300 soldiers on the ship as well as us. As we were going
on the ship, the ship was rocking like this, and on the ship I had
seasickness. I had seasickness so badly that I went to the toilet in-
side of the ship, and I remember I was being sick inside the toilet,
and then as I was getting up I saw shoes of a Japanese soldier.

And as I was trying to get out of the toilet, the soldier gestured
like this and prevented me from coming out of the toilet, and I re-
member I bit his arm very hard but then he hit me. He hit me
back. He hit me back really hard, and after that I lost conscious-
ness. When I woke up again, they told me we found you covered
in blood without consciousness. So they put a blanket over me, and
they told me do not get up. Do not get up and close your eyes.

As I was lying there, I opened my eyes a little bit, and I could
see from the corner of my eyes all around me the Japanese soldiers
were all over the girls but even then I did not know what was real-
ly going on. The ship was shaking a lot. There was a lot of turbu-
lence, and they told me to change my clothes, and they gave me
a set of new clothes, and they told me that the ship cannot go on.
It has to stop, and there were still soldiers. And I did not know
what was going on. I did not know what it meant that the ship has
to stop.

And we traveled I do not know for how long on the ship, and
then one day they told us to get off. We got off the ship, and we
saw a truck. They told us to get on the truck, and when we got
out of the truck we saw a house, and I looked inside the house, and
there were pretty women wearing kimonos to the one side, and to
the other side there were little rooms, and they used blankets to
make curtains to provide petition for the little rooms.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. If I could ask the translator I realize that
our witnesses have traveled quite a distance to come and to testify,
and I am sure of the members here on the committee will also like
to ask questions but if she could summarize maybe for the next 2
minutes some of the highlights. With all due respect I would like
to ask if she could. Thank you.

Ms. LEE. The soldier told me to come, and when I went he told
me to go inside a room. I could see a Japanese soldier inside the
room so I said, I am not going in. I am not going in but they held
me like this, and they just dragged me inside the room. The room
had a big lock, and they put me in there. They kicked me, and they
had sticks they beat me with. They even had knife. They put it
here, and they wrapped something around my wrists, and at that
point I remember I screamed out “Mom, Mom.” I screamed out, and
right now, right now I can hear that sound ringing in my ears.

I was really beaten a lot. I was really beaten a lot. I even got
electric shock. I even got tortured. And then one day they told us
the war is finished. I remember there was a Japanese soldier he
was in a special like special force like the marines, and I remember
he gave me a Japanese name. He called me Tosiko.
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So after the war, I was in POW camp, and then after that I went
home. When I arrived home, just then there were giving jesah
which is Korean ceremony for passed away ancestors. They were
giving jesah, and when I walked in they said there is a ghost.
There is a ghost because they have not seen me in such a long
time.

And my mother came up to me, and she said, this is a ghost of
my daughter, and she hit me, and she went a little crazy, and she
bit me on the face, and she hit me saying, I am a ghost. And my
father at that point he was just drinking everyday, and when he
saw me he was shocked, and he had a stroke, and soon after that
he passed away. Here is a victim. Here is a witness but still the
Japanese Government is lying.

I have heard before one of the members of the committee speak-
ing, and he said there was evidence that the Japanese Government
had already apologized but why is that apology here in the United
States when I am the survivor and the victim did not get an apol-
ogy? Why did they give that to the Americans? I will not leave the
Japanese Government alone. I will continue until they get down on
my knees in front of me and then they give me their sincere apol-
ogy.

I am a victim. I have been damaged. I have gone through suf-
fering. So I ask you, the chairman and the members of the com-
mittee, I feel embarrassed and ashamed but I have told you my
story. The Japanese Government have never apologized to me. See
I have been protesting for the last 15, no, the last 16 years I have
been in Wednesday demonstrations but never once have the Japa-
nese Government apologized to me. Never once have I gotten any-
thing from them. Never once.

The chairman and the members of the committee, I thank you
again for this opportunity, and I ask you again, I plead with you;
you cannot leave the Japanese Government alone, never. If you
leave them alone, violence against women during world war will
continue. We have to rip out the roots of violence against women
and girls during war so we cannot leave the Japanese Government
alone. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Lee follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MS. YONG SO0 LEE, SURVIVING COMFORT WOMAN,
KOREAN COUNCIL FOR THE WOMEN DRAFTED FOR MILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY

Chairman Faleomavaega and Members of the Subcommittee:

Thank you for this opportunity to come before you today. I am pleased to join with
Ms. Jan Ruff O’'Herne of the Friends of Comfort Women in Australia and Ms. Koon
Ja Kim of the National Korean American Service and Education Consortium to
share our stories.

I would also like to thank Representative Michael Honda for introducing House
Resolution 121, which expresses ‘the sense of the House of Representatives that the
Government of Japan should formally acknowledge, apologize, and accept historical
responsibility in a clear and unequivocal manner for its Imperial Armed Force’s co-
ercion of young women into sexual slavery, known to the world as ‘comfort women.’
during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from the
1930s through the duration of World War II.” You have just heard Congressman
Honda explain the circumstances that compelled him to sponsor this legislation.
Now we would like to add our personal histories to the conversation.

This is a story that I told nobody until just a few years ago, because the shame
of my shattered childhood haunted me through the rest of my life. Some of the de-
tails of my life story you will find shocking. You will think these are the details of
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a movie script or novel about cruelty. I can assure you that these are the true things
that happened to me.
My Early Life

I was born in 1928 in the Korean city of Taegu. My family was poor and nine
of us lived in a single, small house: my parents, my grandmother, my five brothers,
and myself. I only had one year of formal education and spent most of my childhood
caring for my younger brothers and doing household chores so my father and moth-
er could work outside our home to support the family.

At the age of 13, I also began working in a factory and tried to return to school,
but the heavy burden of work prevented me from focusing on my studies. To tell
the truth, I was not a highly motivated student, although I did enjoy music lessons
and was told I had a pretty singing voice.

During World War II, when I was 15, I was drafted to the training group for the
Voluntary Corps in Ch’ilsong Elementary School. Boys and girls lined up separately
for training, and we did exercises and marched in neat lines. We also had to march
home at the end of each day. Our lives were highly regimented.

In the autumn of 1944, when I was 16 years old, my friend, Kim Punsun, and
I were collecting shellfish at the riverside when we noticed an elderly man and a
Japanese man looking down at us form the hillside. The older man pointed at us
with his finger, and the Japanese man started to walk towards us. The older man
disappeared, and the Japanese beckoned to us to follow him. I was scared and ran
away, not caring about what happened to my friend. A few days later, Punsun
knocked on my window early in the morning, and whispered to me to follow her
quietly. I tip-toed out of the house after her. I lift without telling my mother. I was
wearing a dark skirt, a long cotton blouse buttoned up at the front and slippers on
my feet. I followed my friend until we met the same man who had tried to approach
us on the riverbank. He looked as if he was in his late thirties and he wore a sort
of People’s Army uniform with a combat cap. Altogether, there were five girls with
him, including myself.

We went to the station and took a train to Kyongju. It was the first time I had
been on a train. In Kyongju we were put up in a guest-house. We stayed in the
guest-house for two days, during which time two more girls joined us. Now there
were seven of us. We boarded a train and passed through Taegu where I could just
see my home through the broken window. I suddenly missed my mother. I began
to weep, saying I wanted to go home. I pushed the bundle of clothes away and con-
tinued to cry, asking the man to let me get off. He refused. Exhausted, I finally fell
asleep as the train just kept on going. We must have traveled for several days.

Beating and Torture

We got off the train at Anju, in P’yongan province, and were led to what looked
like an ordinary residential house. An elderly woman was keeping the house on her
own. Food was short, and we were given boiled potatoes and corn. We felt very hun-
gry and sometimes during our stay there we would pinch apples from the tree. The
Japanese man who had led us from Taegu punished all of us if any single girl did
something wrong. We had to stand on small round clubs, holding large bottles filled
with water in our hands. Or he would beat our palms and the soles of our feet with
sticks. He would ask one of us to bring him water to drink, and if the girl was
slightly slow in doing what was asked, he would beat all of us. Any excuse prompted
a beating. We became so scared that we tried not to upset him in any way.

In the winter, we froze, feeling ice form all over our bodies. If we complained of
the cold, he would beat us. We shivered and tried to keep our frozen hands warm,
doing everything behind his back. The two girls who had joined us in Kyongju were
taken away, leaving the five of us who had set off together at the beginning of our
journey. We remained in Anju for about a month and then boarded a train once
more to travel to Dalian. We stayed overnight in a guest-house in Dalian. The fol-
lowing morning we were given soup and steamed bread. We boarded a ship and
were told that a convoy of eleven boats would be sailing together. They were big
ships. We were taken into the last one. It was already crowded with Japanese sail-
ors. We were the only women.

New Year’s Day 1945 was spent on board. The ships stopped in Shanghai, and
some of the sailors landed for a short break on shore. We were not allowed to dis-
embark. I was summoned on deck and sang for the men. Afterwards, an officer gave
me two rice cakes. I shared them with the other girls. The ships stated to sail again
but often halted because of bombing. One day our ship received a direct hit. The
other ships were destroyed, but only the front of our ship was damaged. Men shout-
ed and screamed outside our cabin. The ship was tossed about, and I suffered with
severe seasickness. My head was splitting with pain, and my stomach seemed to
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turn upside down. I remember crawling towards the bathroom, throwing up as I
went along, when I was grabbed by a man and dragged into a cabin. I tried to shake
him off, biting his arm. I did my best to get away. But he slapped me and threw
me into the cabin with such force that I couldn’t fight him off. In this way I was
raped. It was my first sexual experience. I was so frightened that what actually hap-
pened didn’t sink in at the time. I vaguely thought that this man had forced me
into the room just to do this.

People kept shouting that we would all die since the ship had been torn to pieces.
We were told to put life-jackets on and to stay calm. We thought we were going to
drown. Dying seemed better than going on like this. But the ship somehow managed
to keep going. Later I found out that I was not the only one who had been raped.
Punsun and the others had also suffered that same fate. From then on, we were
often raped on the ship. I wept constantly, until my eyes became swollen. I was
frightened about everything. I think that I was too young to hold a grudge against
my aggressors, though looking back I feel angry and full of the desire for revenge.
At that time I was so scared I didn’t even dare look any man squarely in the face.
One day I opened the window of our cabin and tried to jump into the water. It
would have been better to end my life then and there, I thought. But the water,
blue-green and white with waves, scared me so much that I lost the courage to
throw myself out.

Eventually we arrived in Taiwan. When we disembarked I couldn’t walk properly
as my abdomen hurt so much. My glands had swollen up in my groin, and blood
had coagulated around my vagina. I could walk only with great difficulty, since I
was so swollen that I couldn’t keep my two legs straight.

The man who had accompanied us from Taegu turned out to be the proprietor of
the comfort station we were taken to. We called him Oyaji. I was the youngest
amongst us. Punsun was a year older than me and the others were 18, 19 and 20.
The proprietor told me to go into a certain room, but I refused. He dragged me by
my hair to another room. There I was tortured with electric shocks. He was very
cruel. He pulled out the telephone cord and tied my wrists and ankles with it. Then,
shouting ‘konoyaro!” he twirled the telephone receiver. Lights flashed before my
eyes, and my body shook all over. I couldn’t stand it and begged him to stop. I said
I would do anything he asked. But he turned the receiver once more. I blacked out.
When I came round my body was wet; I think that he had probably poured water
on me.

Life in the Comfort Station

The comfort station was a two-storey Japanese-style building with 20 rooms.
There were already many women there when we arrived. About ten, all of whom
looked much older than us, wore kimonos. There was a Japanese woman, the propri-
etor’s wife. We changed into dresses given to us by the other women. The proprietor
told us to call them ‘nesang’, ‘big sister’ and to do whatever they told us to. We
began to take turns to wash their clothes and cook for them. The food was again
not enough. We ate gruel made with millet or rice. I was terrified of being beaten;
I was always scared. I was never beaten by soldiers, but I was frequently beaten
by the proprietor. I was so frightened that I couldn’t harbor any thoughts of running
away. After having crossed an ocean and not knowing where I was, how could I
think of escape?

The rooms were very small. Each was big enough for two people to lie down in.
At the entrance of each hung a blanket in place of a door. The walls and floor were
laid with wooden boards, and there was nothing else. We were each given a military
blanket and had to sleep on the bare planks. One day, a man came in and asked
my name. I was still frightened and just sat in a corner shaking my head without
answering. So he said he would give me a name, and began to call me Tosiko. After
that day I was always called Tosiko in the station.

We mainly had to serve a commando unit. They were not in the slightest way
sympathetic towards us. They wore uniforms, but I had no idea whether they were
from the army, navy or air force. I served four or five men a day. They finished
their business quickly and left. Hardly any stayed overnight. I had to use old
clothes, washed thoroughly, during my period. Even then I had to serve men. I was
never paid for these services.

There were frequent air raids, and on some days we had to be evacuated several
times. Whenever there was a raid, we were forced to hide ourselves in mountain
undergrowth or in a cave. If the bombing ceased, the men would set up make-shift
tents anywhere, on dry fields or in paddies, and they would make us serve them.
Even if the tents were blown down by the wind, the men didn’t pay any attention
but finished what they were doing to us. Those men were worse than dogs or pigs.
They never wore condoms. I don’t remember ever having a medical examination.
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One day, while we were in an underground shelter, the comfort station collapsed
in a bombing attack. Our shelter was buried under the rubble. We dug through the
soil, trying to get out. After a while we saw light through a small hole. I was incred-
ibly relieved to be able to look out and shouted ‘At last I can see outside!” Then I
smelt smoke, and blood gushed out of my nose and mouth. I lost consciousness. The
proprietor’s wife and mistress both died. As the house had collapsed, we were moved
into a bomb shelter at the foot of a hill, and there we again had to serve the men.
After a while, the proprietor got hold of some material and built a rough and ready
house. It didn’t take him long. We continued to serve the men. In the end I was
infected with venereal disease and the proprietor gave me the injection of the serum
known as No. 606, which was used before penicillin became widely available. The
fluid had a reddish tint. The disease stayed with me for a long time because I had
to continue to serve men before I was clear. So I had to have constant injections.
There was no hospital or clinic in the vicinity. Medical care—such as it was—was
haphazard.

Apart from going to the bomb shelters we weren’t allowed out at all. We were
warned that if we tried to venture beyond the confines of the station we would be
killed, and I was sufficiently scared not to try anything. The men we served in the
unit were all young; they seemed to be 19 or 20 years old, not much older than we
girls were.

One evening, a soldier came to me and said he would be in combat later that
same evening and that this battle would mark the end of his early life. I asked him
what his commando unit was. He explained that one or two men would fly an air-
plane to attack an enemy ship or base. They would be suicide pilots. He gave me
his photo and the toiletries he had been using. He had come to me twice before and
said he had got venereal disease from me. He said he would take the disease to his
grave as my present to him. Then he taught me a song:

I take off with courage, leaving Sinzhu behind,
Over the golden and silver clouds.

There is no one to see me off:

Only Tosiko grieves for me.

Until then I had known we were somewhere in Taiwan, but because we were kept
in such close confinement and isolation, I had no idea of exactly where. From his
song I learned we were in Sinzhu.

When we were evacuated to avoid the bombing we stole sugar cane. We were that
hungry. But if we were caught we were beaten. We were not allowed to speak in
Korean. Again, if we were caught doing so, we were beaten.

The War Ends

One day, one of the older girls who normally hardly spoke a word to us announced
that she, too, was Korean. She told me, in Korean, that the war was over. We
hugged each other and wept with joy. She held my hand tightly and told me I must
return to Korea. We could hear people shouting and running about. This confirmed
to us that the war was really over. By the time we had calmed down, the proprietor
and the other women who had been at the station before us were nowhere to be
found. We walked to a refugee camp by the pier. It looked like a warehouse. We
were given balls of boiled rice which had dead insects mixed in. We waited for a
ship. I was scared even then that someone might drag me away, so I sat, shaking
with fear, in a corner wrapped in a blanket. I kept crying so much that my small
eyes got even smaller.

We finally got a ship. When it arrived in Pusan, the barley was green. As we dis-
embarked, someone sprayed us with DDT and gave us each 300 won. There were
four of us: Punsun, two other girls, and myself. We said farewell and went our sepa-
rate ways. I got a train to Taegu. I kept weeping and tried to hide myself from other
passengers in fear that someone might take me away again. I found my house, just
as run down and poor as before. My mother asked if I was a ghost or a real person
and fainted.

After my return, I couldn’t dare think about getting married. How could I dream
of marriage? Until recently I had suffered from venereal disease. My parents and
brothers did not know what I had been through; I could not tell them. My father
was upset merely because his only daughter wouldn’t get married. Both my parents
resented the fact that they weren’t able to see me hitched before they died. I worked
in a drinking house which also sold fishballs, and I ran a small shop on the beach
in Ulsan. For some time I ran a small market stall selling string. Then I worked
as a saleswoman for an insurance company. I gave up when I began to get too old.
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Return My Youth to Me!

In 1992, encouraged by the existence of the Korean Council for the Women Draft-
ed for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, I told my story. It poured out from me and
I felt?so relieved, but I was also faced with the question, How many more years can
I live?

I am grateful that the Korean Council is trying to help us. These days I hum a
song, Katusa, putting my own words to the tune: I am so miserable; return my
youth to me; apologize. . . . You dragged us off against our own will. You trod on
us. Apologize . . . This lament, can you heat it, my mother and father? My own peo-
ple will avenge my sorrows.’

I visited my parents’ graves the other day. I said to them: ‘Mother, I know you
won’t come back to life however much I may wish for it. My own people will avenge
me. Please close your eyes and go to paradise.’

Mr. Chairman, members of the subcommittee, thank you again for this oppor-
tunity to appear before you and tell my story. I am happy to answer any questions
you might have.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Thank you, Ms. Lee. I think I am going to
give our translator a little break, and I am going to ask Ms.
O’Herne if she would like to offer her statement now, and then we
will have Ms. Kim. Ms. O’'Herne.

STATEMENT OF MS. JAN RUFF O’HERNE, SURVIVING COM-
FORT WOMAN, FRIENDS OF COMFORT WOMEN IN AUS-
TRALIA

Ms. O’HERNE. Thank you for this holding of this congressional
hearing on the plight of comfort women. I am pleased to join with
survivors Ms. Yong Soo Lee and Korean Council for the Women
Drafted for Japanese Military Sexual Slavery and Ms. Koon Ja
Kim of the National Korean American Service and Education Con-
sortium to share our stories before you today.

I would also like to thank Representative Michael Honda for in-
troducing House Resolution 121 which demands that the Japanese
Government officially and unambiguously apologize and to take
historical responsibility, and I thank Chairman Eni Faleomavaega
for inviting the witnesses to speak, to tell their stories to the world
in the hope that it will bring justice and peace.

My experience as a woman in war is one of utter degradation,
humiliation and unbearable suffering. During World War II, I was
forced to be a so-called “Comfort Woman” for the Japanese mili-
tary, a euphemism for military sex slaves. I call my story “The For-
gotten Ones.” I was born in Java, in the former Dutch East Indies,
now known as Indonesia, in 1923 of a fourth generation Dutch colo-
nial family.

I grew up on a sugar plantation, and had the most wonderful
childhood. I was educated in Catholic schools, and graduated from
Franciscan Teachers College in Semarang, Java. When I was 19
years old, in 1942, Japanese troops invaded Java, and together
with thousands of women and children I was interned in a Japa-
nese prison camp together with my mother and two younger sisters
for 3V% years.

Many stories have been told about the horrors, brutality, suf-
fering and starvation of Dutch women in Japanese prison camps
but one story was never told. The most shameful story of the worst
human rights abuse committed the Japanese during World War II.
The story of the comfort women, the jugun ianfu, and how these
women were forcibly seized against their will to provide sexual
services for the Japanese Imperial Army.
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I had been in a camp for 2 years when in 1944 high ranking Jap-
anese officers arrived at the camp. The order was given. All single
girls from 17 years up had to line up in the compound. We were
very anxious about this. We thought it was just another inspection.
The officers walked toward us, and a selection process began. They
paced up and down the line, eyeing us up and down, looking at our
figures, at our legs, lifting our chins.

They selected 10 pretty girls. I was one of the 10. We were told
to come forward and pack a small bag. The first things I put in my
bag were my prayer book, my rosary beads and my Bible. I thought
somehow these would keep me strong, and then we were taken
away. The whole camp protested, and our mothers started to pull
us back. I embraced my mother and two young sisters, not knowing
if I was ever going to see them again.

We were hurled into an army truck like sheep for the slaughter.
We were terrified, and we clung to our bags and to each other. The
truck stopped in the city of Semarang in front of a large Dutch co-
lonial house. We were told to get out. Entering the house, we soon
realized what sort of a house it was. A Japanese military told us
that we were here for the sexual pleasure of the Japanese. The
house indeed was a brothel.

We protested loudly. We said we were forced to come here
against our will. That they had no right to do this to us, and that
it was against the Geneva Convention but they just laughed at us,
and said they could do with us as they liked. We were given Japa-
nese names, and our photos were taken, and these were put on a
pinup board so that the soldiers could choose the girl that they
liked the best.

We were a very innocent generation. We were still virgins, and
I knew nothing about sex. The horrific memories of opening night
of the brothel have tortured my mind all my life. We were told to
go to the dining room. We huddled together in fear as we saw the
house filling up with military. I got out my prayer book, and I led
the girls in prayer in the hope that this would help us.

Then they started to drag us away one-by-one. I could hear the
screaming coming from the bedrooms. I hid under the dining room
table but I was soon found. A tall, large-built officer dragged me
to my room. I fought him. I kicked him with all my might. The Jap-
anese officer became very angry because I would not give myself
to him. He took his sword out of its scabbard. I remember this
sword. He was a high ranking officer. It was a beautiful Samurai
sword.

He pointed this sword at me threatening me with it, and he said
that he would kill me if I did not give myself to him. I curled my-
self into a corner like a hunted animal that could not escape. I
made him understand that I was not afraid to die. He said he
would kill me. I would not give myself to him. But I pleaded with
him to allow me to say some prayers, and at that moment I felt
very close to God. While I was then praying, he started to undress
himself, and I realized he had no intention of killing me. I would
have been no good to him dead.

He then threw me on the bed, and ripped off all my clothes. He
ran his sword all over my naked body, and played with me as a
cat would with a mouse. I still tried to fight him but he thrust him-
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self on top of me, pinning me down under his heavy body. The
tears were streaming down my face as he raped me in the most
brutal way. I thought he would never stop.

He then left the room, and my whole body was shaking. I was
in total shock. I gathered up what was left of my clothing and fled
into the bathroom. There I found some of the other girls. We were
all crying and in shock. In the bathroom, I tried to wash away all
the dirt and shame of my body. Just wash it away. Just wash it
away. But the night was not over yet. There were more Japanese
waiting, and this went on all night. It was only the beginning.

In the early hours of the morning, 10 exhausted girls gathered
round and cried over lost virginity. How could this happen to us?
We were so helpless. The house was completely guarded. There was
no way to escape. At times I tried to hide. I even climbed a tree
once, and it took them half an hour to find me but at least it had
saved me one rape. So I was always found. After the hiding then
I was dragged back to my room. I tried everything. I even cut off
all my hair so that I was totally bald. I thought if I made myself
look ugly nobody would want me but it turned me into a curiosity
object. They all wanted the girl that had cut off her hair. It had
just the opposite affect.

Never did any Japanese rape me without a fight. I fought each
one of them. Therefore, I was repeatedly beaten and threatened
that they would send me to a brothel downtown where it would be
much worse but I still kept on fighting them. In the so-called
“Comfort Station,” I was systematically beaten and raped day and
night. Even the Japanese doctor raped me each time he visited the
brothel to examine us for venereal disease. And to humiliate us
even more, the doors and windows were left open so that the Japa-
nese could watch us being examined, and this was as horrific as
being raped.

During the time in the brothel the Japanese had abused me and
humiliated me. I was left with a body that was torn and frag-
mented everywhere. My young body. Something beautiful, a temple
of God. They violated it, and made it into a place of sinful pleasure.

The Japanese soldiers had ruined my young life. They had
stripped me of everything. They had taken everything away from
me, my youth, my self-esteem, my dignity, my freedom, my posses-
sion and my family but there was one thing they could never take
away from me, and it was my firm Catholic faith and my love for
God. This was mine, and nobody, nobody could take that away from
me. It was my deep faith in God that helped me survive all that
the Japanese did to me.

I have forgiven the Japanese for what they did to me but I can
never forget. For 50 years the comfort women maintained silence.
They lived with a terrible shame of feeling soiled and dirty. It has
taken 50 years for these women’s ruined lives to become a human
rights issue. The war never ended for the comfort women. We still
have nightmares. We had no counseling. After the war, we just had
to get on with our lives as if nothing had happened. Our bodies
were damaged. I had three miscarriages after I married Tom, and
I needed major surgery to restore my body.

In 1992, the war in Bosnia had broken out, and I could see that
women were again being raped in an organized way, and then after
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that, that same year, I saw the Korean comfort women on tele-
vision. They broke their silence, and Ms. Kim Hak Sun was the
first comfort women to speak out. I watched them on television as
they pleaded for justice, for an apology and compensation from the
Japanese Government.

I decided to back them up especially as I realized that in Bosnia
women again were being raped on an organized scale. I decided to
break my silence, at the international public hearing on Japanese
war crimes in Tokyo in December, 1992, and I revealed one of the
worst human rights abuses of World War II, the forgotten Holo-
caust. For 15 years I have worked tirelessly for the plight of com-
fort women in Australia and overseas and for the protection of
women in wars so that these wartime atrocities will never happen
again.

Now time is running out. After 60 years, the comfort women de-
serve justice. They are worthy of a formal apology from the Japa-
nese Government, from the Prime Minister Shinzo Abe himself,
and what I call an apology is an apology that is followed by action,
the same what the American Government did. It was followed by
action that paid compensation to the Japanese that were put in
prison camps here but this is the one thing that Japan has never
done. Their apology has never been followed by action.

The Japanese Government must take full responsibility for their
war crimes. In 1995, they established the so-called Asian Women’s
Fund to compensate the victims. This fund was an insult to the
comfort women, and they, including myself, refused to accept it.
This fund was a private fund. The money came from private enter-
prise and private business. It did not come from the government.

Japan must come to terms with its history and acknowledge
their wartime atrocity. They must teach the correct history of the
mistakes made in the past. When I was in Japan only a couple of
years ago, I was invited to talk at high schools and colleges about
what happened during the war. Not one of those students knew
about the horrific atrocity that the Japanese committed during
World War II. It is important that the surviving comfort women
tell their stories. Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee,
I thank you for this opportunity to share my story. I hope that by
speaking out I have been able to make a contribution to world
peace and reconciliation, and that human rights violations against
women will never happen again.

I feel very honored to tell my story in this very important place,
and that a government is considering it worthwhile to take up this
crucial human rights issue. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. O’Herne follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MS. JAN RUFF O’HERNE, SURVIVING COMFORT WOMAN,
FRIENDS OF COMFORT WOMEN IN AUSTRALIA

Chairman Faleomavaega and Members of the Subcommittee:

Thank you for this holding this congressional hearing on the plight of “Comfort
Women.” I am pleased to join with survivors Ms. Yong-Soo Lee of Korean Council
for the Women Drafted for Japanese Military Sexual Slavery and Ms. Koon-Ja Kim
of the National Korean American Service and Education Consortium to share our
stories before you today.

I would also like to thank Representative Michael Honda for introducing House
Resolution 121, which demands that the Japanese government “officially and unam-
biguously” apologize and to “take historical responsibility.” And I thank Chairman
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Eni F.H Faleomavaega for inviting the witnesses to speak, to tell our stories to the
world in the hope that it will bring us justice.

My experience as a woman in war is one of utter degradation, humiliation and
unbearable suffering. During World War II, I was forced to be a so-called “Comfort
Woman” for the Japanese military, a euphemism for sex slave.

The Forgotten Ones

I was born in Java, in the former Dutch East Indies (now known as Indonesia)
in 1923 of a fourth generation Dutch colonial family. I grew up on a sugar planta-
tion and had the most wonderful childhood. I was educated in Catholic schools and
graduated from Franciscan Teacher’s College in Semarang, Java.

When I was 19 years old in 1942, Japanese troops invaded Java. Together with
thousands of women and children, I was interned in a Japanese prison camp for
three and a half years. Many stories have been told about the horrors, brutalities,
suffering and starvation of Dutch women in Japanese prison camps. But one story
was never told, the most shameful story of the worst human rights abuse committed
by the Japanese during World War II: The story of the “Comfort Women,” the jugun
ianfu, and how these women were forcibly seized against their will, to provide sex-
ual services for the Japanese Imperial Army.

I had been in the camp for two years, when in 1944 high ranking Japanese offi-
cers arrived at the camp. The order was given: all single girls from seventeen years
up, had to line up in the compound. The officers walked towards us, and a selection
process began. They paced up and down the line, eyeing us up and down, looking
at our figures, at our legs, lifting our chins. They selected ten pretty girls. I was
one of ten. We were told to come forward, and pack a small bag, as we were to be
taken away. The whole camp protested, and our mothers tried to pull us back. I
embraced my mother not knowing if I was ever going to see her again. We were
hlilrled into an army truck. We were terrified and clung to our bags and to each
other.

The truck stopped in the city of Semarang, in front of a large Dutch Colonial
house. We were told to get out. Entering the house we soon realized what sort of
a house it was. A Japanese military told us that we were here for the sexual pleas-
ure of the Japanese. The house was a brothel.

We protested loudly. We said we were forced to come here, against our will. That
they had no right to do this to us, and that it was against the Geneva Convention.
But they just laughed at us and said that they could do with us as they liked. We
were given Japanese names and these were put on our bedroom doors.

We were a very innocent generation. I knew nothing about sex. The horrific
memories of “opening night” of the brothel have tortured my mind all my life. We
were told to go to the dining room, and we huddled together in fear, as we saw the
house filling up with military. I got out my prayer book, and led the girls in prayer,
in the hope that this would help us. Then they started to drag us away, one by one.
I could hear the screaming coming from the bedrooms. I hid under the table, but
was soon found. I fought him. I kicked him with all my might. The Japanese officer
became very angry because I would not give myself to him. He took his sword out
of its scabbard and pointed it at me, threatening me with it, that he would kill me
if T did not give into him. I curled myself into a corner, like a hunted animal that
could not escape. I made him understand that I was not afraid to die. I pleaded with
him to allow me to say some prayers. While I was praying he started to undress
himself. He had no intention of killing me. I would have been no good to him dead.

He then threw me on the bed and ripped off all my clothes. He ran his sword
all over my naked body, and played with me as a cat would with a mouse. I still
tried to fight him, but he thrust himself on top of me, pinning me down under his
heavy body. The tears were streaming down my face as he raped me in a most bru-
tal way. I thought he would never stop.

When he eventually left the room, my whole body was shaking. I gathered up
what was left of my clothing, and fled into the bathroom. There I found some of
the other girls. We were all crying, and in total shock. In the bathroom I tried to
wash away all the dirt and the shame off my body. Just wash it away. But the night
was not over yet, there were more Japanese waiting, and this went on all night,
it was only the beginning, week after week, month after month.

The house was completely guarded, there was no way to escape. At times I tried
to hide, but was always found, and dragged back to my room. I tried everything,
I even cut off all my hair, so I was totally bald. I thought if I made myself look
ugly, nobody would want me. But it turned me into a curiosity object; they all want-
ed the girl that had cut off her hair. It had the opposite effect.

Never did any Japanese rape me without a fight. I fought each one of them.
Therefore, I was repeatedly beaten. In the so-called “Comfort Station” I was system-
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atically beaten and raped day and night. Even the Japanese doctor raped me each
time he visited the brothel to examine us for veneral disease. And to humiliate us
even more the doors and windows were left open, so the Japanese could watch us
being examined.

During the time in the “Comfort Station,” the Japanese had abused me and hu-
miliated me. I was left with a body that was torn and fragmented everywhere. The
Japanese soldiers had ruined my young life. They had stripped me of everything.
They had taken away my youth, my self-esteem, my dignity, my freedom, my pos-
sessions, and my family. But there was one thing that they could never take away
from me. It was my religious faith and love for God. This was mine and nobody
could take that away from me. It was my deep Faith that helped me survive all
that the Japanese did to me.

I have forgiven the Japanese for what they did to me, but I can never forget. For
fifty years, the “Comfort Women” maintained silence; they lived with a terrible
shame, of feeling soiled and dirty. It has taken 50 years for these women’s ruined
lives to become a human rights issue.

The war never ended for the “Comfort Women.” We still have the nightmares.
After the war I needed major surgery to restore my body.

In 1992 the Korean “Comfort Women” broke their silence. Ms. Kim Hak Sun was
the first to speak out. I watched them on TV as they pleaded for justice, for an apol-
ogy and compensation from the Japanese government. I decided to back them up.
I broke my silence at the International Public Hearing on Japanese War Crimes in
Tokyo in December 1992 and revealed one of the worst human rights abuses of
World War II, the forgotten holocaust.

For the past 15 years, I have worked tirelessly for the plight of “Comfort Women”
in Australia and overseas, and for the protection of women in war. Now the time
is running out. After sixty years the “Comfort Women” deserve justice. They are
worthy of a formal apology from the Japanese government, from Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe himself. The Japanese government must take full responsibility for their
war crimes.

In 1995 they established the Asian Women’s Fund, to compensate the victims.
This Fund was an insult to the “Comfort Women” and they, including myself, re-
fused to accept it. This fund was a private fund, the money came from private enter-
prise, and not from the government. Japan must come to terms with its history, and
acknowledge their war time atrocities. They must teach the correct history of the
mistakes made in the past.

It is important that the surviving “Comfort Women” tell their stories. Mr. Chair-
man and members of the subcommittee, I thank you for this opportunity to share
my story. I hope that by speaking out, I have been able to make a contribution to
world peace and reconciliation, and that human rights violation against women will
never happen again.

Thank you.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Thank you, Ms. O’'Herne. I would like to in-
vite now Ms. Kim, and our translator for Ms. Kim’s testimony. Ms.

Kim, you may proceed.
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STATEMENT OF MS. KOON JA KIM, SURVIVING COMFORT
WOMAN, NATIONAL KOREAN AMERICAN SERVICE AND EDU-
CATION CONSORTIUM

Ms. KiM. Chairman and members of the committee, in front of
you I get to speak out my rancor, my compressed anger and suf-
fering in the bottom of my soul, and I feel like by speaking to you
some of that is evaporating. When I was little we lost our parents.
In our family there is only three girls but all of those three girls
because we were orphans we were sent to other people’s houses to
live with them.

So I was sent to a family in Gangwon Do, Gangwon Province,
and that house was in front of a train station, and when I was 17
years old I was sent outside for an errand by that family, and that
is when I was captured and taken away. So when I was taken
away, we boarded a train, and there were lots of soldiers, and there
were lots of women who were forcibly taken away and put on that
train.

And where that was where we were I mean is the border be-
tween Korean, Russia and China. There was a place called
Hunchun. So after we arrived, we spent the night, and the next
day the soldiers were lining up, and they were coming in. I did not
speak English. Sorry. I did not speak Japanese. I did not learn. So
I could not understand what the soldiers were saying, and I could
not understand them, and the soldier hit on this ear, and my ear-
drums popped or it ripped so I cannot hear from this side.

So I was crying and I was crying, and the soldier grab a hold of
me and then started to rip all of my clothes off. So after he ripped
all of my clothes off, he just grabbed me, and he was just on top
of me, and after it finished——

TRANSLATOR. Let me just make a note she is refusing to say the
word “rape.”

Ms. KiM. And then I was lying there naked, and I did not even
have time to put my clothes back on, and then another soldier
came in. So it was as if we were dead. We did not even get up, and
I was just lying there as if I was dead. I did not even move, and
they still came on top of me. They still came. All I can remember
was that there was a Saturday but I do not even remember how
many, for how long because I lost consciousness. I lost conscious-
ness, and the soldiers they still came.

So after that day, the next day the soldiers were gone. There
were hardly anyone around, and I gained some of my consciousness
back but the day after that it was the same as the first day. The
soldiers starting lining up again. So soldiers they lined up, and
they came in, and the soldiers they have the thing that they have
to put on their

TRANSLATOR. She is referring to condom.

Ms. KiM. They have to use that but everyone refused. They re-
fused to wear condoms. They have to use that so that disease do
not spread, and with women they have to use that so that they will
not get pregnant but all of them they just refused to use it. So days
just went on just like that. I was speechless. I was completely
dumbfounded, and I was hurting so much. So I was going to com-
mit suicide. I was going to die.
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So I wrapped a rope around me, around my neck, and I tried to
commit suicide but I did not succeed. Instead, I was found by the
owner, and I nearly died from the beating. So days went on and
on like that. I rather have died. I really wanted to die but I could
not even die because they were watching over me. Because there
were guards watching me.

And the soldiers the low ranking ones have a little knife and the
generals they have a bigger knife, and these soldiers if they cannot
do as they please they stabbed you with the knife. It is okay if they
just stab you and pull the knife away but what they do is they put
the knife in. They stab, and they twist. So days went on. Days
went on just like that. And the place we were at it was Hunchun,
and then we were taken to Kokashi. That was the front line of the
war. The soldiers were sent to the front line, and the women had
to be sent with them.

There it was a battlefield, and the Japanese soldiers they went
worse. They became more violent because they did not know
whether they were going to die. They beat me, and they punched
me here, and they beat me like that, and sometimes they put me
up against the wall and my head was hurting, and I felt like I was
going to die. It felt like I was going to die, and I often lost con-
sciousness.

And there the soldiers they were so mean, and it was so hard.
I suffered so much, and really I wanted to die. When they came in,
they became so violent, and they would hit me, and they would
punch me, and clothes like this they will hold it like this, and they
will rip them, and it was so difficult. It really was so hard on the
front line at the battlefield where they were fighting. I think they
were going crazy, the soldiers. I think they were going crazy. So
they get given this thing to wear. They are given this thing.

TRANSLATOR. She is talking about condom again.

Ms. KiM. But they never ever use it. They just rip it off.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Translator, can we try to sum it up for the
next 2 minutes? I would appreciate it.

Ms. KiM. I think they go crazy. They did not recognize me as a
person. They just wanted to kill me, and when they saw me they
wrapped their hand around my neck, and they wanted to choke me.
So at Kokashi the war ended, and the owner just told us you go.
You just go. You go off on your own but there we did not have any
money. We did not know where the roads went to, and there were
not even cars.

So we did not even know what was going on but later I found
out at that point America dropped the nuclear bomb on Japan, and
then Japan defeated. There were 20 women all together but be-
cause the owner told us to just go that the seven women we set
off. So we were walking. We walked for 1% months, and we would
just survive by pulling out radish from the field, and we walked all
the way to Baekdu Mountain.

So when we were crossing the Duman River, there were seven
of us but one of them got swept away and she drowned, and there
is six of us. All we could do was let her drown because if we went
after her, we would drown ourselves. So when we walked and we
walked, we reached a city, and there were trains, and the trains
were full of people, and there were people on top of the train, inside
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the train, and it was so crowded that I grab onto the outside of the
train, and that is how I traveled. Would you like me to end there?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. It is so difficult for me to try to limit the
time of the testimonies of our friends, especially having traveled
10,000 miles to come and share with us their experiences but if I
may because our witnesses have already spoken for over 15 min-
utes, and I would like to maybe allow her maybe another minute
and a half. Tasimeda.

Ms. Kim. For all of you, you gave me the chance to come here
to meet you and to speak to you, and even though this is a very
short while, even though this is just a moment, I really am grateful
for this opportunity, and I really do think of it as an honor, and
by speaking to you I feel it is as though the years and years of
han—han is a Korean word for rancor, deep sorrow—I feel as
though some of it is evaporating.

For us we have never received official apology. To us they have
never ever apologized. So I say to them, if you do not officially
apologize or give me compensation, then give me back my youth.
I will end here.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Kim follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MS. KOON JA KiM, SURVIVING COMFORT WOMAN,
NATIONAL KOREAN AMERICAN SERVICE AND EDUCATION CONSORTIUM

My name is Koon Ja Kim. I was born in Pyongchang, Gangwon province in 1926.

I became an orphan when I was 14 and I was placed in the home of Choi Chul
Ji, a colonial police officer. As his “foster child,” I cooked and cleaned for Mr. Choi.
I had a boyfriend and we wanted to be married. However, his family objected be-
cause I was an orphan.

I remember the day that changed my life forever. I was wearing a black skirt,
a green shirt, and black shoes. It was March of 1942, and I was 16 years old. I had
been sent out of the house by police officer Choi and told that I needed to go and
make some money. I found a Korean man wearing a military uniform and he told
me that he would send me on an errand and I would be paid for this errand. I fol-
lowed him and he told me to board a train—a freight car. I did not know where
I was going but I saw seven other young girls and another man in a military uni-
form on this freight train. There were other soldiers in different cars on the train,
but I didn’t see them until we came to a stop and I got off the train. A Japanese
soldier with a ranking badge was waiting for us by a truck. The soldiers got on the
truck and the other girls and I were put on the back of the truck.

Eventually the truck stopped in front of a house that looked like an old inn. I
was later told that the name of the town was Hunchun, China. The next evening,
a Japanese officer came to the house. He spoke Japanese, which I did not under-
stand. I did not know what he was saying or what he wanted until he raped me.
When I refused and fought back, he punched me in the face and the blow split my
eardrum. That was the first of many days and nights that I was raped. On a daily
basis, I was raped by Japanese soldiers, and it was common to be raped by 20 dif-
ferent soldiers a day, and on some days, it was as high as 40. If we fought or re-
sisted the rapes, we would be punished, beaten or stabbed by the soldiers. There
were soldier overseers to make sure that we complied and, if we resisted, they
would punish us. My body is forever marked and scarred with those beatings and
in some cases stabbings with a knife. Many soldiers refused to wear condoms. We
would be beaten for insisting that they wear condoms. It was common for girls to
become pregnant and to contract sexually transmitted diseases. But if a girl became
pregnant, she was forced to have an abortion. I was one of those girls. Eventually,
we were moved to the front lines of the war to a town called Kokashi (Japanese
name for a town in China). I did not believe it could get worse, but it was. The sol-
diers on the front lines believed they were going to die and so they acted out their
fears and stress on us by being more violent than one can imagine.

After three years of this nightmare, the war ended and, I thought, so would my
nightmare. After years of imprisonment and threats against our lives, we were sim-
ply told to leave. We had no money and no idea where we were or how we would
get home again. Six other girls and I walked to the border of China and Korea. It
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took us several weeks by foot to arrive at Baekdu mountain, which is in the border
of China and North Korea. We survived by eating roots and vegetation from the
ground. We had to cross the Duman River near the border to survive. We clasped
hands and held on to each other as we crossed the river. One of the girls drowned
and we could not save her.

I eventually made it back to my hometown but I did not have anyplace to go. I
had no family or friends and I would never go back to Mr. Choi’s house. To survive,
I worked in a hostess bar. There, I met my old boyfriend again. We wanted to be
together again, but his family again objected because I was an orphan. After mount-
ing pressure and difficulty with his family, he committed suicide. After his death,
I found out I was pregnant with his child. His family and other people in the town
blamed me for my boyfriend’s suicide, so I left to go to Seoul. I first worked at a
hostess bar and then found a job as a housekeeper. My baby girl was born but only
lived for five months. All the money that I made as a housekeeper, I spent seeking
religious healing. I really wanted to know why fate had been so cruel to me. I
sought healing and answers from Buddhist temples, world churches, and other reli-
gions. I am a Catholic now. Government social services eventually introduced me
to the House of Sharing (a home for former comfort women), where I now reside.

My body has so many physical scars and reminders of those three violent years
of my life as a young girl. There are memories that I will never be able to erase.
In addition to these physical and emotional scars, the Japanese government con-
tinues to torture and punish me every day that it continues to deny the truth of
those camps and what it did to me and other young girls. The war has ended but
for 62 years, I have had to live a life with a scar in my heart. Not only does the
Japanese government deny these barbaric actions, it claims that we voluntarily sub-
mitted to its repeated rapes and torture. The Japanese government continues to
treat us as if we are not human. I believe that the officers in the Japanese govern-
ment are fathers and mothers—would they act the same way if their daughters
were in my situation? We were dragged there when we were young and our youth
was robbed. As young girls, our innocence and youth were beaten and taken from
us and our voices and cries for help were muffled and smothered with the stench
of Japanese soldiers. Now, as elderly women, although we may be physically frail,
we have the strength of spirit to give voice to those young girls.

The Japanese government must acknowledge and admit to its crimes and claim
responsibility for these atrocities. The Japanese government is mistaken if it is sim-
ply waiting for all of us to die. Eighteen former comfort women died last year. Many
have died but our memories and history live on in the voices of the younger genera-
tion and written resolutions, such as this one introduced by Congressman Honda.
The Japanese government should officially apologize and provide reparations. Rep-
arations symbolize the Japanese government’s acknowledgment and responsibility
for these atrocities. I am 81 years old. Money will not change my life, heal my scars,
or make my memories change. I have received money in the past from the Korean
government, but I donated my one hundred million won (approximately $100,000
US) to different charities and foundations, particularly ones that work with orphans
and orphanages. I was not able to study or receive an education as a young girl be-
cause I was an orphan. If I had been able to receive an education, perhaps I
wouldn’t have been in the situation I was in as a young girl. I don’t want the money
that will come from reparations. I want the responsibility of the Japanese govern-
ment that the reparations symbolize. Governments must know that there is a price
to pay for human rights violations and war crimes. Governments must know that
our bodies and our innocence have real value and worth. Governments must know
that we will not forget. There are nine of us living in a “House of Sharing” with
me. We are all in our eighties. Time continues to slip away for us, but not for our
cause. We sincerely recognize the U.S. Congress for caring about the cause we have
waged and the unbearable pain we have all carried. My wish is that the resolution
passes as soon as possible. And that it will send a strong message to the Japanese
government to acknowledge its crimes and provide official redress, including an
apology and reparations.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I am still learning how to speak English,
and I just cannot find any words adequate enough to say for us
how honored we are as members of the committee to have our dis-
tinguished witnesses to travel some 10,000 miles away to come to
this country and share with us their sufferings. That is something
that I find it difficult myself even to sense the emotions and for the
years that you had to bear this tremendous burden.
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I do have some questions but I would like to turn the time over
to my friend, Congressman Honda, for some questions if he has
any.

Mr. HONDA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no questions but
I do want to share and thank our witnesses for their candor and
for their willingness to self-disclose that which they have experi-
enced. The comments I have heard today, such as “I have forgiven
but I have not forgotten,” give me an opportunity to evaporate
some of my rancor. That comes with grace and time, and it is hope-
ful on my part that countries such as Japan can achieve that level
of maturity to be able to reflect upon themselves, as great as they
are, and as democratically they have become, that maturity comes
when one is able to confront their past and make peace with those
that they have offended.

We cannot give back people’s youth, but we can certainly strug-
gle to bring people and countries and nations to a point of maturity
where they can reconcile themselves to the victims and in some
way become a good reflection for the future generations. So thank
you for coming these long distances to share and enlighten not only
this body but the rest of the world.

ll\{lr. FALEOMAVAEGA. My apologies but I hope our translator
wi

TRANSLATOR. She would like to speak.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Yes. Please by all means.

Ms. LEE. I have been thinking, and I have been thinking, and
there is something very, very strange. I have to ask you this. Be-
fore gentleman over there said that there is a document, there is
a document which says that Japanese Government has already
apologized but as a victim and as a surviving comfort woman, I
have never received anything. Why is it that when I have not re-
ceived anything that that gentleman over there has received a doc-
ument with Japanese Government’s apology? From justice, can you
not tell the Japanese Government is lying? So I really want to ask
you how is it that he has an apology and I do not?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I will give the gentleman from California for
a response before I would respond to that, and by the way for the
record the gentlelady is making reference to our colleague from
California, Congressman Rohrabacher for his statement about the
official document that was read earlier. Can somebody also help
Ms. Kim with the translation process? Can you shorten it in sen-
tences so that the translator can——

TRANSLATOR. Hold on. Because she does not understand the pro-
cedure she is asking that gentleman who she is referring to

Ms. LEE. So she is saying how come that gentleman said what
he said before, and then he left, and now he cannot answer my
question? Why is he so irresponsible? If he said something he can-
not take responsibility for, he should not have said it. How is it
that as a victim and as a survivor I am here, and I have never re-
ceived an apology, and he has, and now he cannot even answer my
question? So I do not understand the procedure but if he has said
something he cannot be responsible for, I just do not understand.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I think Ms. Lee should be an attorney here.

Ms. LEE. Once in a lifetime the Chairman Faleomavaega has or-
ganized this forum, this opportunity, and I am so grateful for that,
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and yet that gentleman over there he said something which I think
ruins this forum. Thank you.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Could you translate for my friend, Ms. Lee?
If I may just assist here. The document that I think my friend was
referring to was a statement issued by the ministry of-

TRANSLATOR. Sorry. Excuse me. Can you give me a break so I
can translate? Because I cannot listen and talk at the same time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. You are absolutely correct.

Ms. LEE. I love you. I respect you, and this is a sign of I love
you. That man has to take responsibility.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. This document was issued on May 2004, 3
years ago. Translate it in the microphone so that our friend, Ms.
Kim, could also understand.

Ms. LEE. It is just strange to me that the victims and the sur-
vivors have not received it. It is just strange.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I want to say to Ms. Lee that her point is
well taken. I would like to ask Ms. O’Herne a question. As you may
have heard again this is what Members of Congress do. They ask
questions. They make statements. If in your opinion the statements
that were issued by the former prime ministers of Japan, do you
consider this to be a sufficient apology or what is it that you would
like to see as a preference of what a real apology should be?

Ms. O'HERNE. Well as I said earlier on, a real apology to me is
if it is followed by action, and what is action? Action is taking re-
sponsibility for their actions and owning up to their wartime atroc-
ities which they never have done. When I was in Tokyo, they
showed me in a museum a train, and underneath it said this train
was built by Japanese military. This train that went through
Burma, the famous Burma railway was built by prisoners of war
like my father. Thousands died on that railway. They were all pris-
oners of war, and then they dare put under it that it was built by
Japanese military.

The history they teach to their students and to the young people
is totally wrong. This is what I would like to see happen that they
are told the real history of their wartime atrocities. That is part of
the apology.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. One of the questions that was raised earlier
is the fact that only 283 of the comfort women were willing or were
compensated by this fund that was established by the Japanese
Government. Out of some 200,000 women that were tortured and
raped?

Ms. O’'HERNE. Two hundred thousand. That is the official num-
ber, 200,000. So most of them, including myself, refused it you
know. It was such an insult. How dare they because by doing this
they still did not take the responsibility like the private people
doing, and if we would have accepted it that would have been the
worst mistake because then we would have said, you see they are
not responsible. They have never been responsible but by refusing
it we have shown the government has to take a responsibility. It
must not come from private funds.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. If I could ask the same question to Ms. Lee
and Ms. Kim? Could you translate that?

TRANSLATOR. Can you word your question again please?
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. They say that only 283 women were sup-
posedly compensated by the Japanese Government through this
fund out of some 200,000 women that were tortured and raped.

TRANSLATOR. So what do they consider an official acceptable
apology? Is that the question?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. The concern is why only 2837

Ms. KiMm. I have never received Asian Women’s Fund.

TRANSLATOR. Can I ask her why?

[Written response follows:]

ADDITIONAL WRITTEN INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM MS. KOON JA KIM AFTER THE
HEARING

I did in fact receive money from the Asian Women’s Fund, as it is private fund
not related to the Japanese government. I immediately donated all of the money to
the Beautiful Foundation to further their campaign of encouraging a healthy culture
of philanthropy. I did so in 2000 because I wanted the money to be used for positive
change. I maintain the money from the Asian Women’s Fund is not from the Japa-
nese government and does not in any way constitute an apology or reparations from
the Japanese government.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. The concern that I have is how can we in-
crease the number? You know as I realize I think the fund is going
to end next month. Has there been any serious effort to commu-
nicate or is it just difficult for our comfort women to come forward?
Has this been the real reason why hardly anybody pays attention
to this? Let me ask Ms. O’Herne for her response to my question
is if it is all right with you.

My question again: Out of 200,000 women that were tortured
and gone through this forced prostitution they only end up with
only 283 that were identified apparently by the Japanese Govern-
ment to be compensated, and I wanted to ask you is it because they
did not bother making contact?

Ms. O'HERNE. We have too much pride. We have pride. We are
not taking it from a private fund. It has got to come from the gov-
ernment. Through this private fund is useless. It is totally an in-
sult. So we will never take it from private fund. I will only take
money if it comes from the government. It is just an insult they
even dare offer it to us.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Ms. Lee? Ms. Kim?

Ms. LEE. So about the Asian Women’s Fund. Okay.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Can you translate please?

Ms. LEE. The Japanese citizens fund, they in that fund they call
us so-called comfort women. Why am I comfort women? I am Lee
Yong Soo. That is the name my mom and my dad has given to me.
When I went to the Japanese Diet I asked them, what 1s this name
comfort women? Give me an explanation. Because comfort woman
implies that we the victims, survivors have voluntarily walked to
them. Went up to them and said, okay, we will provide comfort and
sex to the soldiers. They are saying by calling us comfort woman
that that is what we did. That we did it voluntarily.

But the truth is they took us away by force against our will, and
then after doing such a thing they give such a dirty name, this
comfort women. So they said you voluntarily went to earn some
money, did you not? So here is some money from the private indi-
viduals, and we will give it to you to make you feel better. When
I went to the Japanese Diet I said, give me all the names. Give me
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the names of people who have accepted this money, and what they
told me was, I cannot give you those names because when we give
that money to them we promised them that we will keep their
names as a secret. That will be confidential information.

And I said, if you cannot give me the names of people who ac-
cepted the money, well then you are a thief, are you not? So I
fighted them over this.

Ms. O'HERNE. Can I just add one more thing?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Please.

Ms. O’'HERNE. I know one person that received the private wom-
en’s fund, and by accepting it she got the money, and she got a let-
ter with an apology. A private apology to that person. Now she gets
an apology because she accepts the Asia Women Fund. Why do we
not get an apology that do not accept it?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Point well taken. Can you translate that
last portion?

Ms. LEE. I was taken away by force, and I was forced into becom-
ing this so-called dirty comfort women. This is such a dirty thing.
So even if the Japanese tell me they will give me all of their
money, I said I am not interested. So I have a question for the
chairman. I want to know

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. It is supposed to be the other way around
but how could I refuse not getting a question?

Ms. LEE. But you brought it up. Because I strongly disagree with
the Women’s Fund. So you brought it up so I am asking you a
question.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Please.

Ms. LEE. The Japanese Government they are at it again because
they sent to you to the United States this 283, because I asked
them for their names when I went to the Japanese Diet. They
would not give it to me but they gave it to you. So the Japanese
are at it again. I think you know this well, Chairman. So I am
going to ask a question which is: Chairman, how do you know
about the 283 women who accepted the fund? How do you know
about that?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I still think you should be an attorney.

Ms. LEE. No, I am a victim. I am the victim, and the Japanese
Government when I asked them directly, they would not give that
information to me, and then they gave that information to you. So
I just do not understand.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. They gave me——

Ms. LEE. I am going to Japan on the 17th.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Okay. The information was given——

Ms. LEE. I am sorry.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. The information was given to me by an offi-
cial of the Japanese Government.

Ms. LEE. So officially they gave it to here. So for sure I hope I
get to find out these things officially. So you have started to take
on our cause. So while you are at it, Chairman, if you can give me
this information I promise you I will keep it confidential. I am
Sorry.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Officially they gave it to me because offi-
cially I asked them.
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Ms. LEE. So on the 17th I must go to the Japanese Diet again
and ask them for it again. So I do not understand this number 283
because in fact the entire total of survivors at this point is a bit
over 100. It does not reach as high as 283. So if you say 283 accept-
ed those funds, I do not understand how that number could be, be-
cause there is not that many of us alive.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I just want to say to our attorney, Ms. Lee,
that Congressman Honda and I will be more than delighted to ac-
company her on her next visit with the Diet in Tokyo.

Ms. LEE. In fact, Mr. Chairman, since you bring it up, I have al-
ways wanted to be a lawyer, and in 1996 in Dongpuk University
I have actually enrolled as an honorary student to study inter-
national human rights law. It was too difficult though. So I went
through the 4 years and graduated, and then I went to graduate
school and did 2 years and graduated. But since I did not have any
of the basics, even after all that I could not become a lawyer but
I did learn a bit.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I want to thank Ms. Lee, and I now have
a question by my colleague Mr. Honda.

Mr. HoNDA. T kept quiet at first because I thought the chairman
should direct the heat toward him. There are a couple of things.
One is that there are many members of this subcommittee who are
not present, and it is not because they do not want to be here. They
have conflicting schedules, and those who have appeared, appeared
and then left to do other things, and I do not think it is from their
lack of interest.

Having said that, these proceedings are being recorded and tran-
scribed so it will be shared by those members and the public for
their information and their edification. So if you would let Ms. Lee
and Ms. Kim know that quickly and I will continue my comments.

The other folks who made comments that we do not agree with
raise it as a matter of information that they received from other
people, other sources or other lobbyists, and they raise these com-
ments as a matter of point of discussion. Our process in this body
is that we invite points that are contrary to ours so we can debate
it, and so it can be responded to, as Ms. Lee has responded to it
in saying, “How do you get that information?” Dialogue is part of
the process of teaching us to arrive at a conclusion that is factual
and appropriate.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Will the gentleman yield? I think something
also to understand in terms of our procedures in a committee, and
I think in listening to the statements made by other members of
the committee, one of the fundamental issues that is being ques-
tioned on this proposed resolution how far back do we have to go
to bring out the sins of the past so to speak? I think that was one
of the issues that my friend from California raised.

They have already made the apologies. How many more apolo-
gies do you need? That is really the essence of the arguments that
are being made now by our friends from the other side, and it is
a valid point. And of course, Mr. Honda, if I wanted to ask you
what would be your response because their proposed resolution
does call for the Government of Japan to issue a formal apology.

TRANSLATOR. Excuse me, please. Would you like me to translate
that?
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Mr. HONDA. Yes.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Quickly. We have one more panel that we
have to go. In a real quick fashion that I am responding to our
chief sponsor of the legislation for his response. And I want to note
for the record that their response and the statements made by all
three witnesses were very, very to the point in pointing out the fact
that this is not just a piece of paper that you want. There is a
moral issue here that has not been settled, and I think your testi-
monies absolutely verifies that question not only before here this
committee but relationships among nations and among people.

This is the issue that we are trying to get at, and I am sorry,
I wanted to ask you what is your response to our friend from Cali-
fornia’s statement that the Government of Japan has already made
the apologies? What more do you need, Mike?

Mr. HoNDA. What I was moving toward with our witnesses was
to ask them, since Ms. Lee had been to the Diet, a question leading
toward clarification. We spoke of the Asia Women’s Fund, which on
the whole was rejected for the motivation for which it was estab-
lished, but my question would be: When you go to the Diet, what
is it that you expected the Diet to do?

Ms. O’'HERNE. I know what I would like to tell the Japanese Gov-
ernment. I would like to give them this message. As you disband
in March the Asian Women’s Fund, then start a proper government
compensation fund. So when one finishes let them start the proper
one of compensation from the government.

Mr. HoNDA. Okay.

Ms. O’HERNE. And it is never too late.

Mr. HONDA. Moving from the fund, I was looking at motivation
for the establishment of the first fund but if you are in front of the
Diet in terms of apologies—let me be more direct. The reason I
worded the resolution as unambiguous, unequivocal and clear to
me means that the Diet, as a government body, should act upon
the apology, and as a body, as a government, apologize to the vic-
tims, and then the prime minister, on behalf of that action, apolo-
gize to the victims.

The wording of Koizumi and the other prime ministers may have
said that they represent the government, but they said “my” re-
grets. It was a personal acknowledgement of their regrets, and to
me, in my opinion—and I am not an expert on parliamentary gov-
ernment in Japan—but it seems to me that it does not represent
the government, and when the government has an entity to make
a clear action by the government and then the prime minister says
to the country, we acknowledge the mistake and the terrible poli-
cies that we have victimized the women of the other countries, and
it will not happen again, that they will be clear in their textbooks
and the instruction of their own people that this is unequivocal.
There should be no room for ambiguity as to what their position
is.
That is why I bring up the action of the United States Govern-
ment. Congress apologizing as an act of Congress. Then the act
being signed into law by the President as a clear, unequivocal ac-
tion of this government in its apology, and I look for parallel action
made by the Japanese Government.
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If we were to go with you to Japan, that would be my expectation
and basis for debate with them, and that would be my position, and
my expectation in terms of this resolution.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman and to our good
translator.

TRANSLATOR. Is there a question?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. No, no more questions.

TRANSLATOR. No more questions. Okay.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I do not mean to offend our witnesses who
traveled so far but we do have another panel that we have to bring
on. But again I want to thank Ms. O’Herne and Ms. Kim and Ms.
Lee for a most touching and a very not only just informative but
certainly hopefully as a real education to the American people as
well what you three have had to endure and what you have had
to go through. At this time, I again thank you ladies.

I would like to ask Ms. Mindy Kotler, the director of the Asia
Policy Point. If we could add maybe two more chairs. Let us have
our friends there sit there. That is okay. Ms. Kotler, we can pull
up another chair there. We are not that formal.

Mr. HONDA. And, Mr. Chairman, as they come up we could say
to our witnesses, Gamsa Hahm-nida.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Ms. Kotler, and we also have Ms. Soh.

Ms. LEE. I just want to tell you for sure, Mr. Chairman, for sure
I think the number of people who accepted the Asian Women’s
Fund cannot be over 50 because in 1992 when we started publicly
speaking out there were in total 300 survivors, and to say that 283
has accepted the fund, there is not enough survivors alive for there
to be that number. So what I am telling you is that that is a ma-
nipulation by the Japanese Government. That is an indication that
this is one of their lies, and because the survivors are old and
dying, there is no way that number can be 283, and I would just
like to thank you for today.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Thank you. Dr. Soh. Please. You can sit
there, Ms. Lee. You do not have to go. I may ask further questions.
I want to maximize your presence here. So you do not have to leave
the table. Yes. We are very happy to have Ms. Kotler. Ms. Kotler
is the founder and director of the Asia Policy Point, formerly the
Japanese Information Access Project, and it is a nonprofit research
center here in Washington studying United States policy relation-
ships with Japan and other countries in northeast Asia.

Personal research focuses on how Japan is integrating its secu-
rity and foreign policies with international norms in the Asian re-
gional politics. Ms. Kotler comments regularly in both the Amer-
ican and Asian press on issues affecting the United States/Japan
relationships.

We also have Dr. Soh. I do not know what happened here. Some-
body stole the bio for Dr. Soh. I am going to kill the staff here for
not putting this thing in the proper sequence. Anyway, I will make
that known for the record later but at this time I would like to ask
Ms. Kotler to proceed.
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STATEMENT OF MS. MINDY KOTLER, DIRECTOR, ASIA POLICY
POINT

Ms. KOTLER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for the op-
portunity to testify today on Japan’s contemporary responsibilities
for its war crimes of Imperial Japan from 1932 to 1945. I am hon-
ored and humbled to be here with Ms. O’'Herne, Grandma Kim and
Grandma Yong. Before I proceed, I would like to submit for the
record five supporting documents on Japan’s involvement in estab-
lishing the Imperial military’s comfort women system.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Without objection.

Ms. KOTLER. And one of them is an excerpt from former Prime
Minister Nakasone’s memoirs where he describes how he set up a
comfort station in the Dutch East Indies. Another is a chart that
outlines how the six leading publishers of Japanese textbooks as of
this year, the 2006 edition, has no mention whatsoever of comfort
women.

I am delighted that Representative Honda was right in identi-
fying the word equivocal as the most important element in Japan’s
war crime apologies. It is the Government of Japan’s continual
splitting of hairs in its apologies that has allowed this issue to fes-
ter for so long. None—and I repeat none—of the apologies to the
comfort women by Japanese Government officials would constitute
an official apology in Japan.

They have been kabuki theater, representations of remorse for
the benefit of a foreign audience unfamiliar with Japanese law. The
reasons that this resolution is important is that the answer is in
many ways twofold: Japan is a great nation, and an important ally
to the United States. Its reasons for refusing an unequivocal apol-
ogy to the comfort women, unfortunately undermine these posi-
tions.

The explanations have unsettling parallel to the dismissal of the
Holocaust where the victims are recast as aggressors. More trou-
bling and unlike today’s Germany, most Japanese leaders—and es-
pecially the current Shinzo Abe government—hold retrogressive,
pseudo-notions of Japan’s history. You will probably be surprised
to learn that over the past few months Japan’s most respected and
widest circulation, News Daily, which is equivalent to the New
York Times in Japan, published two editorials calling the comfort
women system a historical fabrication, and senior advisers to the
prime minister have publicly expressed a desire to dilute or rescind
the Kono Statement, the closest statement Japan has on record
apologizing for the comfort women tragedy.

And within this past week alone prominent members of the rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party decided to initiate Diet efforts to re-
vise the Kono Statement and to send at least one of their col-
leagues to Washington to meet with you on this matter. For the
United States, we do have an interest in our ally’s political state-
ments, especially those that have the potential to enflame emotions
among our most important regional allies such as South Korea,
Singapore, Australia, the Philippines and countries of great stra-
tegic importance to the United States such as China.

I actually was pleased by Representative Rohrabacher’s state-
ment, as it was in many parts a near line-for-line rendition of the
lobbying document put out by Hogan and Hartson for the Embassy
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of Japan, and I would like to in many respects address those
issues, misstatements and misrepresentations. And I want to re-
peat, and I want to say this very carefully, the Government of
Japan has not extended an official government apology.

An apology by a Japanese prime minister is an individual’s opin-
ion. For an apology to be official, it would have to be: A statement
by a minister in a session of the Diet, which is their Parliament;
a line or a line in an official communiqué while on an overseas
visit; or to be definitive, a statement ratified by the Cabinet.
None—and I repeat none—of these conditions have been met.

The few apologies given by prime ministers on this issue can be
viewed as the equivalent of the President signing a treaty, but the
Senate never ratifying it. The letters of apology which you have
heard so much about today, which have been given by a number
of prime ministers, Hashimoto, Obuchi, Mori, and Koizumi, are all
the same letter, and they do not constitute a government—I repeat
a government—apology.

Again, the prime minister is not putting out these letters with
the approval of his Cabinet. Thus, these letters are only his per-
sonal views. Each letter is the same and does not personally ad-
dress the individual recipient. Most important, note the first sen-
tence of the so-called apology letter which reads, “In cooperation
with the Japanese Government.” An official apology should read on
“behalf of,” which it clearly does not.

Thus, all Japanese prime ministers view these letters as a bur-
den and an obligation. Also, these letters only—and this is where
some of the confusion has appeared—only accompany the disburse-
ment of funds to those women who are willing to accept Japan’s,
and they call it, atonement money. They also have not been in-
cluded in the atonement settlement with the Dutch nor sent to any
Indonesian survivors.

Moreover, like all other Japanese war crime apologies, the letters
appear insincere. In 1996, the then Prime Minister Hashimoto said
point blank in public he would not sign the letters. The public dis-
closure of this led many to question the whole sincerity of the proc-
ess, but in the end he did. The Kono Statement, which you have
also heard so much about, which was issued on August 4, 1993—
which so happens to be Lane Evans’ birthday, my birthday, and
Barak Obama’s birthday—by then Chief Cabinet Secretary Kono
reporting the results of an investigation on the comfort women
issue.

He announced a comfort women system actually existed, undeni-
ably an act with the involvement of military authorities of the day,
and then he said the Government of Japan would like to take this
opportunity once again to extend sincere apologies. However, he
ends his statement with a hint that the government will continue
to study the issue and pay attention to it. But most important,
again, Mr. Kono was Chief Cabinet Secretary which is the approxi-
mate equivalent of a White House press secretary. Basically an im-
portant government apology does not come from a press secretary.

In addition, the statement was offered shortly—within days—
after the fall of one prime minister and barely 5 days before the
beginning of another’s government. In a word, Mr. Kono was a
lame duck responsible to no one.
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The current prime minister, Mr. Abe, has said very reluctantly
and only under duress that he would support the Kono Statement.
One week before he went to China in October, he did not even say
that he supported it. He says he “respects,” and I put that in
quotes, the Kono Statement but says right after that, “In a narrow
sense, there are no facts to endorse the existence of such a system
of forced labor.” His first expression of respect was so reluctantly
made that members of the Diet made him repeat it, and then
shortly after that a member of his inner circle said that “although
the prime minister says he respects the Kono Statement, I do not
think that is what he means.”

The prime minister is a member of several conservative groups,
notwithstanding documentary evidence, that believe comfort
women were well paid prostitutes supervised by independent oper-
ators outside military control. The Asian Women’s Fund which you
have also heard so much about, which was designed to compensate
comfort women is not—and I repeat not—a government entity, and
in fact, it is interesting and to some scholars amusing to see in the
Japanese lobbying document that the foreign ministry is finally, for
the first time, taking ownership of this wayward institution.

In fact, for many years, in fact always, the foreign ministry has
tried to distance itself from this institution. When it was created
in 1995, it was created as an outside entity to sidestep right-wing
criticism of the acceptance of the comfort women history. To be
sure, many senior foreign ministry officials did work with promi-
nent Japanese citizens to establish it. Government funds were allo-
cated to provide the operating expenses and medical care disburse-
ments. Funds raised from the Japanese citizens were used for the
atonement payments to the survivors.

This is not the definition of reparation, one which implies a gov-
ernment payment? The majority of comfort women wanted the na-
tional Government of Japan, as Mr. Honda has so carefully pointed
out, to take responsibility for the history. Also, the Asian Women’s
Fund was never designed to compensate all the comfort women.
Only—and I repeat only—women from South Korea, Taiwan, Indo-
nesia, and the Philippines were considered part of the fund.

Korean women left behind by retreating Japanese troops in
Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, China and North Korea were not in-
cluded. Survivors who came from United States territories such as
Guam where Japanese troops were stationed or those who immi-
grated to the United States were not included. The compensation
for Indonesian survivors went directly to the Indonesian Govern-
ment to build apartments of which none have ever been inhabited
by any comfort women.

And also but more important, the survivors were only given 3
years to respond to the appeals to come forward to identify them-
selves, and may I say men who as boys claimed to have also been
abused in the system were also not included, and there is testi-
mony to that effect.

For elderly, poor, generally illiterate and outcast women, 3 years
is simply not enough time. To be sure the Dutch Government nego-
tiated its own settlement, but even there there were problems. Or-
ganizations that usually handled reparation payment refused to
handle this kind of organization and the indirectness of it, and so
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the Japanese Government through the foreign ministry had to set
up a separate NGO in the Netherlands called the Project Imple-
mentation Committee in the Netherlands to identify survivors and
manage disbursement funds, and the only apology letter the Dutch
women got it was not to them. It was to the head of the Dutch Gov-
ernment.

And I have numbers in my paper about how much money was
disbursed and where and what, and it is not true, blatantly not
true, that the Asian Women’s Fund was terminated because so few
women remain. It is estimated that only 40 percent of the remain-
ing survivors have been compensation by the fund, and also the
fund was never intended by anyone to be a permanent body, and
its mandate was only 10 years.

When the time was up, the fund was supposed to just disappear
and go away. It is not in any way comparable to the well-known
German Future Fund. It is a fund intended simply to deal with one
past issue, and then move on. It was a formula.

And then I could go on about the treaties but that is all very
technical historian type things, and there is a lot of complaint that
this may affect U.S. foreign policy. Yes, it will. For the positive.
The Japanese Government’s unequivocal admission of past wrong-
doing could demonstrate a deep commitment to historical truth and
human rights. Such a public commitment could only strengthen,
not weaken the United States-Japan relationship that is now said
to be based on common values. An unequivocal admission of past
wrongdoing really removes a lingering, corrosive issue weakening
the ties between Japan and America’s major allies in the region.

And an unequivocal admission of past wrongdoing would high-
light the differences between the murderous, kidnapping, criminal
regime in control of North Korea and democratic open Japan, and
for the Japanese themselves an unequivocal apology for a past pro-
gram of a state-sponsored sexual violence against women, solidifies
Japan’s long support of the myriad international standards and
rulings regarding war crimes, crimes against humanity, sexual vio-
lence and human trafficking.

In fact, in 2004 there was a wonderful quote by a Japanese Am-
bassador to the United Nations where he noted, “The manner in
which women are often obliged to live during armed conflict is in-
deed a moral outrage. They are usually neither the initiators of
conflict nor the wagers of war, and yet their gender is often specifi-
cally targeted. This situation should in no way be tolerated.” That
is from the Japanese Ambassador to the U.N.

Can Japan do the right thing? Absolutely. Of course they can
pass a Diet resolution. Of course the prime minister can go to the
Cabinet. But even more interestingly, over the last few years,
Japan has set its own precedent for leadership by what a prime
minister can do when the political process breaks down. Quite
frankly, if you understand the Japanese political process, the right
wing is so strong that many politicians, many historians, many
newspaper people are terrified to say something against the re-
gime. They will get phone calls in the night. They will get funny
little things turning up at their door. They will get threatened and
roughed up. This is unbelievable and inexcusable. I know too many
scholars, American scholars, who have been threatened.
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Anyway, in July of last year, Prime Minister Koizumi brushed
aside legal and bureaucratic arguments in order to resolve a long-
standing injustice about a government sponsored campaign encour-
aging emigration to the Dominican Republic. And basically he said,
“Throughout this period, the emigrants had faced tremendous dif-
ficulties in settling down because of the insufficient preliminary re-
search and disclosure of information. The emigrants went under
the years of hardship that were combined with unfortunate cir-
cumstances.”

And then he went on to say, “The government is truly remorseful
and apologized for the immense hardship the emigrants have un-
dergone caused by the response.” And concluded, “The government
has judged in full consideration of facts that the emigrants are now
aged,” dah, dah, dah, dah, dah. “In light of this, the government
has decided to offer a special compensation for these people.” In so
many ways that Koizumi has——

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Ms. Kotler, can you——

Ms. KOTLER. Yes.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I have already given you 15 minutes.

Ms. KOTLER. Okay.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. If you could wrap it up I would appreciate
it.

Ms. KOTLER. Okay. This resolution carries the political will of
Congress and the American people. It asks the Government of
Japan—and I repeat the government not an individual prime min-
ister—to cease injuring itself through a craven and unnecessary de-
nial of objective facts. It asks the Japanese Government to cease
tarnishing the reputation of the Japan-United States security rela-
tionship, an alliance vital to regional security.

Passing this resolution is a good and decent thing to do. Rec-
onciliation and regional peace in Asia are at the heart of Mr.
Honda’s resolution. The comfort women issue is not yesterday’s
problem. It is today’s, and if it is not dealt with now, it will be to-
morrow’s problem as well. A multitude of United States vital inter-
ests are served by a definitive resolution of this moral issue cur-
rently dividing the governments and peoples of Asia.

It is also good for our close ally Japan as a government that
seeks long overdue recognition of its 60-year history of constructive,
responsible and resolutely peaceful membership in the modern
world modern world community. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Kotler follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MS. MINDY KOTLER, DIRECTOR, ASIA PoLICY POINT
PROTECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF COMFORT WOMEN

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to testify on Japan’s contemporary
responsibilities for the war crimes of Imperial Japan from 1932 to 1945. I am hon-
ored and humbled to be here with Mrs. Jan Ruff O’'Herne, Grandma Kim Koon-ja,
and Grandma Yong Soo Lee. Thank you Mr. Honda for your inspiring opening to
this hearing. I am director of Asia Policy Point, a nonprofit research center studying
the U.S. policy relationship with Japan and Northeast Asia. My personal research
focus is how historical reconciliation or lack thereof affects U.S. foreign policy in
Asia.

If T may, I would like to first submit, for the record, five supporting documents
on Japan’s involvement in establishing the Imperial Military’s Comfort Woman sys-
tem.
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They are: an excerpt from the 1978 wartime memoirs of former Prime Minister
Yasuhiro Nakasone where he states he established comfort stations (iansho) in
Balikpapan, Netherlands East Indies (Borneo); the August 4, 1993 “Statement by
the Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the result of the study on the issue of
‘comfort women’”; a translation of an October 16, 2006 editorial in the Yomiuri
Shimbun dismissing the Comfort Woman history; a chart outlining the disappear-
ance of any mention of comfort women in Japanese textbooks from 1997 to 2006;
a map of “Where ‘Comfort Stations’ Were”; and a paper by Professor Alexis Dudden
on the December 2000 Woman’s International Tribunal on Military Sexual Slavery
by Japan; and a paper on the Asian Woman’s Fund by Professor Andrew Horvat
of Tokyo Keizai University’s International Center for the Study of Historical Rec-
onciliation.

I am tasked with bringing today’s issue, House Resolution 121 calling on Japan
to formally acknowledge, apologize, and accept historical responsibility in a clear
and unequivocal manner for its establishment and coordination of military rape
camps or more euphemistically the wartime “comfort stations, into the present and
responding to the Government of Japan’s response to the Resolution.

Why is a war crime, a crime against humanity that happened over 60 years ago
relevant to the United States and to its leadership in the world? Why is it important
for Japan now to give an unequivocal apology for one of its greatest, albeit long ago
misdeeds?

The answer is two-fold. Japan is a great nation and important ally to the United
States. It is that simple.

Japan’s reasons for refusing an unequivocal apology to the Comfort Women unfor-
tunately undermine these positions. The explanations have unsettling parallels to
the dismissal of the Holocaust, where the victims are recast as aggressors. More
troubling, and unlike today’s Germany, most Japanese leaders and especially the
current Shinzo Abe government, hold retrogressive and pseudo-notions of Japan’s
wartime history.

You will be surprised to learn that over the past few months, Japan’s most re-
spected and widest circulation daily published editorials calling the Comfort Women
system a “historical fabrication” and senior advisers to the Prime Minister have
publicly expressed a desire to dilute or rescind the Kono Statement, the closest
statement Japan has on record apologizing for the Comfort Women tragedy. And
within this past week, prominent members of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) decided to initiate Diet efforts to revise the Kono Statement and to send their
colleagues to Washington to meet with U.S. congressional leaders on this matter.

The United States has an interest in its ally’s political statements, especially those
that have the potential to inflame emotions among our important regional allies such
as South Korea, Singapore, Australia, The Philippines, and countries of great stra-
tegic importance to the United States such as China.

Japan’s Equivocations

It is unfortunate that the Embassy of Japan has chosen to defend its government
record on the Comfort Women with overstatements and misrepresentations:

1. The Government of Japan has not extended an official government apology. An
apology by a Japanese Prime Minister is an individual’s opinion. For an apology to
be official it would have to be a statement by a minister in a session of the Diet,
a line in an official communiqué while on overseas visit, or to be definitive, a state-
ment ratified by the Cabinet. None of these conditions have been met. The few
apologies given by prime ministers on this issue can be viewed as the equivalent
of the President signing a treaty, but the Senate never ratifying it.

2. The letters of apology to the Comfort Women by Japanese Prime Ministers
(Hashimoto, Obuchi, Mort and Koizumi) do not constitute a government apology. The
prime minister is not doing this with the approval of his Cabinet, thus these letters
are only his personal views. Each letter is the same and does not personally address
the individual recipient. Most important, note the first sentence of the so-called
apology letter, which reads “in cooperation with the Government of Japan.” An offi-
cial apology should, however, read “on behalf of,” which it clearly does not. Thus,
Japanese prime ministers view these letters simply as a burden and an obligation.

The letters also only accompany the disbursement of funds to those women who
are willing to accept Japan’s atonement money. They have also not been included
in the “atonement” settlement with the Dutch nor sent to any Indonesian survivors.
Moreover, like all other Japanese war crime apologies, the letters are insincere. In
1996, then Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto said he would not sign the letters.
The public disclosure of his reluctance led many to question the sincerity of the
process. In the end, he did sign the letters and issued the first for the Fund in Au-
gust 1996.
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3. The “Kono Statement” is not an apology. On August 4, 1993, then Chief Cabinet
Secretary Yohei Kono issued a statement reporting on the results of an investigation
of the veracity of the Comfort Women’s claims. He announced that the Comfort
Woman system was “Undeniably . . . an act, with the involvement of the military
authorities of the day” and said that the “Government of Japan would like to take
this opportunity once again to extend its sincere apologies and remorse to all those,
irrespective of place of origin, who suffered immeasurable pain and incurable phys-
ical and psychological wounds as comfort women.” He, however, ends the statement
with a hint that the Government will continue to study the issue (“continue to pay
full attention to this matter, including private researched related thereto”).

Most important, a Chief Cabinet Secretary is an approximate equivalent of a
White House Press Secretary. An important government apology does not come from
a press secretary. In addition, the statement was offered shortly after the fall of the
one prime minister and barely five days before the beginning of another’s govern-
ment. In a word, Mr Kono was a lame duck, responsible to no one.

4. Current Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has said he would support the Kono State-
ment, but only under duress. The Prime Minister, under pressure from the Opposi-
tion party, said twice in the week before his early October trip to China that his
government “respects” the Kono Statement but said, “in a narrow sense, there are
no facts that endorse the existence of such a system of forced labor.” His first ex-
pression of “respect” was so reluctantly made, that he was made to repeat it. Shortly
after this admission, a senior member of the LDP said, “although the prime minister
says he respects the Kono Statement, I don’t think that is what he means.” The
Prime Minister is a member of several conservative groups, notwithstanding docu-
mentary evidence, that believe the Comfort Women were well-paid prostitutes su-
pervised by independent operators outside military control.l

On January 29, 2007, the Tokyo High Court ruled that the government-owned
broadcaster, NHK had altered a program on Comfort Women after meeting with
then Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe (now PM) and possibly also with the cur-
rent chairman of the LDP Policy Research Council Shoichi Nakagawa. The Court
ordered NHK to pay compensation to a Japanese woman’s rights group for the alter-
ation of the program.

5. The Asian Woman’s Fund (AWF), designed to compensate the Comfort Women
is not a government fund. Although a laudable and notable effort, AWF is not a gov-
ernment organization. Indeed, the Foreign Ministry worked very hard to distance
itself from any institutional association. Scholars now find it strange that the Em-
bassy of Japan claims ownership of the Fund.

In order to side step rightwing criticism of acceptance of the Comfort Women his-
tory, some senior Foreign Ministry officials worked with prominent Japanese citi-
zens to establish AWF in 1995. Government funds were allocated to provide the op-
erating expenses and medical care disbursements. Funds raised from Japanese citi-
zens were used for the “atonement” payments to the survivors. This is not the defi-
nition of “reparation,” which implies it is a government payment. The majority of
comfort women wanted the national government of Japan to take responsibility for
their history—not just some well-meaning citizens.

6. The Asian Women’s Fund was never designed to compensate all the Comfort
Women. Only women from South Korea, Taiwan, and the Philippines are considered
part of the Fund. Korean women left behind by retreating Japanese troops in
Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, China, and North Korea were not included. Survivors
who came from U.S. territories such as Guam where Japanese troops were stationed
or those who emigrated to the U.S. were not included. The compensation for Indo-
nesian survivors went directly to the government to build apartments; none of which
have benefited any Indonesian Comfort Women. Survivors were also only given
three years to respond to appeals from the Asian Woman’s Fund to identify them-
selves. Men, who as boys claimed to have been also abused in this system, were also
not included. For elderly, poor, generally illiterate and outcast women this was sim-
ply too little time for many to come forward.

The Dutch government negotiated a separate agreement with the Government of
Japan for medical compensation for its survivors. In fact, the issue was so conten-
tious in the Netherlands that the Dutch foundation that usually coordinated Japa-
nese war crime compensation, the Foundation of Japanese Honorary Debts, refused
to work with the AWF. The Fund thus had to “create” a new foundation in the
Netherlands, the Project Implementation Committee in the Netherlands (PICN), to
identify survivors and to manage the disbursement of funds.

1“LDP Panel Starts Review of Kono Statement, Arranging US Visit,” Sankei Shimbun (27
January 2007) p 5, Translation by the US Embassy, Tokyo.
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Recently, the Government of Japan released in a Diet session the figures of com-

ensation and sources of funding. From 1995 through 2002, the AWF raised roughly
55 million from the public for “atonement payments” and through 2007 used $14
million from the Government of Japan for medical and other payments. Altogether
the Fund spent $19 million for the Comfort Women with operating cost being $27
million.

The breakdown is as follows:

a) total government money for support projects is “about 1,400,000,000 yen”

b) total government grants for AWF’s running cost and other projects is about
2,791,000,000 yen

¢) total donations is “565,005,636 yen”

d) total amount government spent on AWF is about 4,191,000,000 yen (a+b)

e) total money AWF spent for former comfort women is about 1,965,000,000 yen
(a+c)

f) total AWF spent is 4,756,000,000 yen (a+b+c)

7. It is not true that the Asian Woman’s Fund was terminated because so few
women remain. It is estimated that only 40 percent of the remaining survivors have
been compensated by the AWF. The Fund was never intended by anyone to be a
permanent body and its mandate was only for 10 years. The time was up. The AWF
is not comparable to the German Future Fund (GFF). It is a Fund intended simply
to deal with one past issue and then move on. Unlike the GFF, AWF was never de-
signed to be an organization on which to build a new, open relationship of trust.
It was a formula, a modality.

8. Treaties have not taken care of all compensation issues. Neither the Tokyo War
Crimes Tribunal from 1946-48 nor the 1951 San Francisco Peace Treaty note or in-
clude the Comfort Women atrocity in their documents. The reality of this war crime
was not acknowledged in the international community until 1993.

The boiler plate expression “subsequent international agreements” used by Japa-
nese diplomats to summarize other war crime related accords, refers primarily to
the 1965 Japan-Korea Treaty of Normalization by which Korea gave up all further
demands for reparations from Japan, and the 1972 agreement between Prime Min-
ister Kakuei Tanaka and Chinese leaders that the PRC would not seek compensa-
tion from Japan for war damages. In return, however, it was understood that Japan
would actively support the PRC’s economic development. In the case of both China
and Korea, Japan did this by means of soft loans.

Again, in neither case was the issue of Comfort Women mentioned or recognized.
Both treaties were signed out by brutal, dictatorial regimes eager to win cover for
their own egregious human rights record.

9. Mention of Hwang Geum Joo v. Japan is simply not relevant. It was a decision
about U.S. federal court jurisdiction. It has no relevance to resolutions passed by
Congress.

Effect On US Foreign Policy

The Japanese government’s unequivocal admission of past wrongdoing would dem-
onstrate a deep commitment to historical truth and to human rights. Such a public
commitment could only strengthen, not weaken the U.S.-Japan relationship that is
now said to be based on “common values.”

An unequivocal admission of past wrongdoing would remove a lingering, corrosive
issue weakening the ties between Japan and major U. S. allies in the region, namely
ties with South Korea, the Philippines and Australia.

An unequivocal admission of past wrongdoing would highlight the differences be-
tween the murderous, kidnapping criminal regime in control of North Korea and
democratic, open Japan.

For Japan

An unequivocal apology for a past program of state-sponsored sexual violence
against women solidifies Japan’s long support of the myriad international standards
and rulings regarding war crimes, crimes against humanity, sexual violence, and
human trafficking.

Among the most important are:

e 1921 International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Women
and Children.
e 1930 ILO Convention # 29 Against Forced Labor

e The Geneva Convention and its additional protocols.
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 19 of the Declaration identi-
fies the right to “seek, receive, and impart information,” under which experts
have included survivor rights to know the truth.

The 2000 UN Security Council resolution 1325, which asked member states
to guarantee the protection of women in conflict situations. Japan it should
be noted is a leading member of Friends of 1325, who advocates for the reso-
lution’s implementation.

Support by the G-8 and the OECD for Resolution 1325 (Japan is a member
of both)

e Japan’s new (2005) enforceable laws against human trafficking. However, the
US State Department still reports that Tokyo does “not fully comply with the
minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking.”

For the International Community

Japan is the precedent for today’s understanding of humanitarian issues and sex-
ual violence in war. The most important tool in prosecuting/stopping sexual violence
in war in the future is the precedent of past recognition of sexual violence, enslave-
ment, and exploitation. Japan’s wartime military rape camps are the modern prece-
dent for all the issues of sexual slavery, sexual violence in war, and human traf-
ficking that so dominate today’s discussion of war and civil conflict-Bosnia, Rwanda,
Nicaragua, Sierra Leone, Darfur, Burma.

The Japanese “comfort women system-complete with doctors assigned to military
units to check with STDs and condoms (with the brand name, Attack #1!) requi-
sitioned by the thousands—consisted of the legalized military rape of subject women
on a scale, over a period of time that was previously undocumented.

Japan is not oblivious to the sufferings of women during wartime. In 2004, the
Japanese ambassador to the United Nations noted, “the manner in which women
are often obliged to live during armed conflict is indeed a moral outrage. They are
usually neither the initiators of conflict nor the wagers of war, and yet their gender
is often specifically targeted. This situation should in no way be tolerated.”

Japanese diplomats and citizens do understand that the legal battles and emo-
tional and phyiscal tramas of the Comfort Women have led to justice and restored
honor many women survivors of today’s ethnic and sectarian violence.

Can Japan Do the Right Thing?

Yes, and there is precedent for leadership by the prime minister to circumvent Ja-
pan’s political process. That example was just last year.?

In July 2006, Prime Minister Koizumi brushed aside legal and bureaucratic pre-
varication in order to resolve a longstanding injustice: a misleading government-
sponsored campaign of the mid-1950s encouraging emigration to the Dominican Re-
public.

Koizumi said, “Throughout this period the emigrants had faced tremendous dif-
ficulties in settling down because of the insufficient preliminary research and disclo-
sure of the information. The emigrants thereafter underwent the years of hardship
that were combined with unfortunate circumstances.”

Instead of appealing a landmark court decision, Koizumi declared, “The Govern-
ment is truly remorseful and apologizes for the immense hardship the emigrants
have undergone caused by the response of the Government at that time.”

He added the “the Government has judged, in full consideration of the facts that
the emigrants are now aged, among other factors, that the case of the emigrants
to the Dominican Republic must be solved as early and as fully as possible. In light
of this, the Government has decided to offer a special one-time payment for each
of the emigrants.”

In so many ways what Koizumi has offered these hapless victims of the Japanese
government deception is the same as what the comfort women want. A Government
apology, a government reparation, and a government not hiding behind a legal soph-
istries.

2 Statement by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi toward the Early and comprehensive Solu-
tion of the Case of the Emigrants to the Dominican Republic, July 21, 2006, http:/
www.kantei.go.jp/foreign/koizumispeech/2006/07/21danwa—e.html. Another good example hap-
pened just a few days before this hearing. On February 6, 2007, Japan’s Supreme Court ordered
the government to pay healthcare benefits to Japanese atomic bomb survivors who emigrated
abroad. As the Presiding Judge Tokiyasu Fujita said, “To claim that the time limit had expired
goes against the principles of faith and trust, and is not acceptable.” “Top Court: Hiroshima
Must Pay Hibakusha,” The Asahi Shimbun (English Edition) (7 February 2007), p 1.
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Conclusion

Rep Mike Honda (D-CA) was right in identifying “equivocal” as the most impor-
tant element in Japan’s war crime apologies. It is the Government of Japan’s con-
tinual splitting of hairs in its apologies that has allowed this issue to fester and re-
sponsibility to be avoided. None of the apologies to the Comfort Woman by Japanese
government officials would constitute an official apology in Japan. They have been
kabuki theater, representations of remorse for the benefit of a foreign audience un-
familiar with Japanese law.

This resolution carries the force of the political will of Congress and the American
people. It asks the Japanese government to cease injuring itself through a craven and
unnecessary denial of objective fact. It asks the Japanese government to cease tar-
nishing the reputation of the Japan-U.S. security relationship, an alliance vital to
the security of the region. For governments in the region, U.S. silence on the Com-
fort Women contributes to a sense of U.S. complicity in trying to bury the past. And
bury is the right word in this instance—for the comfort women themselves—the only
persons who can accept an apology—are passing on.

Passing this resolution is a good and decent thing to do. There is wide, bipartisan
support for it. H.Res.121 projects U.S. leadership and attention to the important—
but currently unresolved—issues of currently dividing America’s Asian allies and ex-
acerbating differences between countries in Asia. .

Reconciliation and regional peace in Asia are at the heart of Mr. Honda’s resolu-
tion. The Comfort Women issue is not yesterday’s problem. It is today’s and, if it
is not dealt with now, it will be tomorrow’s problem as well. A multitude of vital
U.S. interests are served by a definitive resolution of this moral issue currently di-
viding the governments and peoples of Asia. It is also good for our very close ally
Japan, as its government seeks long-overdue recognition of Japan’s sixty-year his-
tory of constructive, responsible and resolutely peaceful membership in the modern
world community.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Thank you, Ms. Kotler. Our next witness is
Dr. Ok Cha Soh. Dr. Soh has served as the President of the Wash-
ington Coalition of Comfort Women Issues that was established in
2001. This organization is a nonprofit educational organization
founded since 1992 to promote, research and education pertaining
to crimes against comfort women during World War II. Dr. Soh has
been conducting numerous seminars, workshops and forums on
U.S. campuses and engaging the public awareness of comfort
women internationally.

By profession, Dr. Soh is a professor at the Department of Psy-
chology and Counseling at the Washington Bible College/Capital
Bible Seminary in Lanham, Maryland. She received her highest
education degree, a Ph.D. in social psychology, from the Union In-
stitute and University in Cincinnati. Also a great citizen in our Ko-
rean American community, and I would like to give this oppor-
tunity now to Dr. Soh for her statement.

STATEMENT OF OK CHA SOH, Ph.D., PRESIDENT, WASHINGTON
COALITION FOR COMFORT WOMEN ISSUES

Ms. SoH. Thank you, Chairman Faleomavaega, and members of
the subcommittee. It is an honor to appear before you this after-
noon. I am grateful to the chairman that this important topic is the
first to be addressed in a hearing by the subcommittee on Asia, the
Pacific and the Global Environment during the 110th Congress.

Over six decades have passed since the end of World War II yet
the atrocities of the Japanese Imperial Army still remains as grief
and sorrow in the heart of each individual. The wounds of the vic-
tims are yet to be healed. It has been almost 15 years since we
began to pay attention to the long considered history of sex slavery
by the Japanese Imperial Army during World War II. Stripped of
their dignity, robbed of their honor, surviving comfort women were
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forced for many years to live their lives under the veil of shame,
silent to be shouldering the burden of their horrific experiences.

They waited a very long time. We believe they should wait no
longer. Issue to be noted that there was also racial discrimination
of the comfort women by the allied forces, primarily meaning the
United States. At the end of World War II, the Japanese were de-
feated. Naturally the power of dealing with the war crimes was in
the hands of the allied forces, the United States.

If those some 200,000 girls and women who were subject to this
brutal sexual slavery were primarily European or American wives,
do you think that issue of the surviving comfort women would have
kept ignored as it has been for all these years? The example of the
Batavia trial speaks eloquently of this. In 1946, the Batavia trial
took place in Chocata, Indonesia. That was the only military tri-
bunal concerning the sexual victims of the comfort women system,
and the Batavia trial convicted Washio Awochi and other Japanese
war criminals for kidnapping Dutch nurses and forcing them into
sexual slavery.

Awochi was sentenced to 10 years in military prison for his
crime. That trial is often cited today as a key legal precedent in
prosecution of suspects who organize mass rapes in war time as a
crime against humanity. However, the Dutch trial concerns only
crimes against nurses, women, who happened to be in Asia at the
outbreak of the war.

The fact remains that no Japanese Government official, military
official or cooperation was ever prosecute for the far larger, longer
running and even more deadly organized crimes committed against
hundreds of thousands of Asian women during World War II. In
particular, our country, the United States, had clear evidence at
the time of the criminal nature and operation of Japan’s systematic
sexual slavery of these women and girls yet did not bring charges
against those who had persecuted and murdered them.

The Asian Women’s Fund was required that any surviving com-
fort women sign legal papers that would end any legal rights she
has to seek redress in the courts of any country for the suffering
she has faced at the hands of Japanese Government or Japanese
cooperation. Similarly the supposed called atonement fund was re-
fused to pay damages to the families of comfort women who were
murdered during World War II or died during the 50-plus years be-
tween 1945 and when the fund was created.

This practice raised questions. If the fund is truly intended to ex-
press remorse and atonement as Japanese Government claim for
the crimes committed, through what sort of logic does it now re-
quire the surviving comfort women to abandon their rights? They
have attempted to divert and to deny any legal responsibility by
means of private funds, and I wish to also mention about the issue
of the apology.

The most basic problem is that the comments expressed they
used the euphemism. They use very careful words. The words are
very carefully worded, and also very evasive. They use the words
like we express remorse for bad things that happened to comfort
women yet refuse Japanese Imperial Government’s responsibility
for doing bad things. Japanese give government actually from actu-
ally accepting responsibility.
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And related to the Asian private fund, if they pay the money
from the government, it would be a clear admission that the gov-
ernment is responsible for the crime. If they refuse to pay from the
government and instead give it to a private front organization, then
the government can say, hey, the payments are charity and not an
admission of responsibility. That is precisely the argument the Jap-
anese Government makes today.

Also, there is an easier way to understand why the statements
are inadequate from the formal apologies. These are all as I say
full of euphemisms that have the effect of concealing the truth.
None of the statements mention the word like rape or slavery, kid-
napping, imprisonment or the summary of execution of women and
girls. Equally important none of the statements say frankly that
this treatment of tens of thousands women and girls were author-
ized and organized at the highest level of the Japanese Imperial
government and the military, a face that by now has been clearly
established.

Now when the government like Japanese Government use euphe-
mism like this, the thing that we must do is look at the actual ac-
tions and deeds of the Japanese Government. We have the records
of the Japanese actions, the convincing statements from others.
What are they been doing is refusal of cooperation with the U.S.
Department of Justice tried to get the watch list to find the war
criminals related to comfort women issues. They have not cooper-
ated. We have an issue of textbook censorship. Also, we all know
about Yakunishkrine’s repeated visit.

The Japanese Government and some sympathizers argue that
nothing more than these euphemisms and the form of forced char-
ity of the Asian Women’s Fund can be expected because of Asian’s
concern about face. Concerns of face have no standing when you
come to the issue of responsibility for mass enslavement and rape
of women and girls, especially considering the present day Japa-
nese Government’s ongoing effort to hide information about the
crime.

Japan’s refusal to accept an unequivocal responsibility for the
war crime is not merely an injustice for surviving comfort women.
It also undermines international law on the greatest issue of rape
during the war. This affects not only World War II survivors but
also from women from Yugoslavia, Africa, Latin America and other
parts of the world where rape has been used as a weapon of war.
This issue is not redressed or that history got it wrong. It is also
essential to the success of future prosecutions of criminals who use
rape as a weapon of war.

The Japanese Government today refused to assist the U.S. De-
partment of Justice in identify as I say World War II criminals re-
sponsible crimes against comfort women. They also simply refused
to cooperate. To date, the Japanese Government’s effort to carry
out the United Nations’ recommendation on comfort women have
clearly been inadequate.

It is in Japan’s own interest as well as in the best interest of the
United States/Japan alliance for the present Japanese Government
to squarely face its obligation under international law. Permit me
to conclude by recalling former Congressman Lane Evans, who
used to say regarding comfort women, “I believe we have a duty.
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We have a duty to help those who need our help. We have a duty
to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves because
in the end people will remember not the words of their enemies but
the silence of their friends. We must not remain silent.”

It is our duty that we give those women the dignity and the re-
spect they deserve. Chairman Faleomavaega, thank you once again
for the invitation to appear before you today. I will be happy to an-
swer any questions you or the members committee might have.
Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Soh follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF OK CHA SOH, PH.D., PRESIDENT, WASHINGTON COALITION
FOR COMFORT WOMEN ISSUES

Chairman Faleomavaega and Members of the Subcommittee:

It is an honor to appear before you this afternoon. I am grateful to the Chairman
that this important topic is the first to be addressed in a hearing by the Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and the Global Environment during the 110th Con-
gress.

I appreciate the opportunity to share this panel with Dr. Mindy Kotler, who has
done such significant work in bringing the issue of Comfort Women to the attention
of the public, the press, and policymakers like yourselves.

I also am grateful for the remarks of Representative Michael Honda, who by in-
troducing House Resolution 121 has taken on the mantle of your former colleague,
Congressman Lane Evans of Illinois, who before his retirement last year cham-
pioned the issue of Comfort Women through indefatigable efforts. Congressman
Honda deserves much praise for his willingness to continue this effort.

Mr. Chairman,

We see the present through the past and see the future through the present.

The term “Comfort Women” is a euphemism referring to young women and girls
who were tricked or abducted into sexual slavery during World War II by the Japa-
nese Imperial government’s Ken Pei Tai security police and the Imperial Military.
The total number of victims is unknown. Most experts agree that as many as
200,000 women and girls became sexual slaves in an international network of broth-
els and rape camps organized under Japanese government sponsorship for use by
Japanese officers and enlistees. The large majority of the victims were Koreans, but
the Japanese military also captured and used Chinese, Taiwanese, Filipino, Dutch,
and Indonesian women in this system. This wartime rape has been identified as a
war crime and as a crime against fundamental human rights. It is simultaneously
recognized as a form of slavery and trafficking in women and children.

Over six decades have passed since the end of World War II, yet the atrocities
of the Japanese Imperial Army still remain as grief and sorrow in the heart of each
individual; the wounds of the victims are yet to be healed. It has been almost 15
years since we began to pay attention to the long-concealed history of sex slavery
by the Japanese Imperial Army. Stripped of their dignity and robbed of their honor
even in their home countries, surviving Comfort Women were forced for many years
to live their lives under the veil of shame, silently shouldering the burden of their
horrific experience.

It is indeed difficult for them to stand up as witness to the crimes committed
against them. The consequences of revealing their long-kept stories may lead to em-
barrassment and pain. Nevertheless, they broke the silence to proclaim that they
can not die in peace unless they receive an official apology and reparations from the
Japanese government during their life time. To resolve the issue of sexual slavery
during WWII, the surviving Comfort Women strenuously knocked on the doors of
the United Nations, the International Labor Organization, numerous non-govern-
mental organizations, and many other international human right groups. As a re-
sult, many international organizations have repeatedly petitioned the Japanese gov-
ernment to accept its responsibilities and to extend appropriate reparations to the
victims.

Thus far, the Japanese government has largely ignored these recommendations
and has failed to come forward with a minimally adequate apology, as I will disclose
in a moment. The handful of surviving victims today are still anxiously awaiting
justice. Time is running out for these women because the survivors are advanced
in age. They have waited a very long time. We believe they should wait no longer.
As time passes by, more and more victims are passing away.
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Racial, Ethnic, and Class Discrimination against Comfort Women

Overall, the Comfort Women system, defined as sexual slavery, is clearly an inter-
national crime regardless the ethnic and racial background of the individual Com-
fort Women. The women were treated as objects and used as property, deprived of
their free will and liberty, and forced to provide sexual services to the Japanese Im-
perial Army. But in addition to this, there is ample evidence of pervasive and often
violent discrimination within the Comfort Women system. [1], [2], [3], [4]. Women
of non-Japanese or non-European origin were generally treated even worse in terms
of conditions of life in the comfort stations. They face beatings and summary execu-
tions much more often. The evidence shows that indigenous women were treated
most brutally of all. In short, the Japanese discriminated according to race, eth-
nicity, and poverty.

There was also post-war racial discrimination of Comfort Women by the Allied
forces, including the United States. At the end of World War II, the Japanese were
defeated. Naturally, the power of dealing with the war crimes was in the hands of
Allied forces, the United States. If those 200,000 girls and women who were subject
to this brutal sexual slavery had been primarily European or American whites, do
you think that the issue of the surviving Comfort Women would have kept ignored
as it has been for all these years?

The example of the Batavia Trial speaks eloquently for this. In 1946, an Allied
Military Tribunal convicted Washio Awochi and other Japanese war criminals for
kidnapping Dutch nurses and forcing them into sexual slavery. Awochi was sen-
tenced to ten years in military prison for his crime. That trial is often cited today
as a key legal precedent in prosecution of suspects who organize mass rapes in war
time as a crime against humanity. However, the Allied Tribunal concerned only
crimes against Dutch women who happened to be in Asia at the outbreak of the
war. Awochi surely deserved punishment for crimes against these women. Neverthe-
less, the fact remains that no Japanese government official, military officer or cor-
poration was ever prosecuted for the far larger, longer-running, and even more
deadly organized crimes committed against hundreds of thousands of Asian women
during World War II. In particular, the Intelligence Services of our country, the
United States, had clear evidence at the time of the criminal nature and operation
of Japan’s systematic sexual slavery of these women and girls, yet the U.S. did not
bring charges against those who had persecuted and murdered these women.

It is no secret that at that time there were pervasive, demeaning stereotypes of
Asian cultures in general and Asian women in particular that were common in the
West. Whether it was intentional or not, these prejudices had the practical effect
of protecting the criminals who approved and operated the Comfort Women system
of sexual slavery from prosecution for their crimes.

Japan’s continuing refusal to acknowledge responsibility for the war crimes is not
only an injustice for surviving comfort women. As important as that is, Japan’s
present actions undermine international law, particularly law against organized
rape and sexual enslavement during war. This affects not only World War II sur-
vivors, but also women from Yugoslavia, Africa, Latin America, and other parts of
the world where rape recently has been used a weapon of war. The issue before us
today is not simply redress for a historical wrong, it is also essential to the success
of future prosecutions of criminals who use rape as a weapon of war.

Asian Women’s Fund

The former Japanese prime minister, Tomiichi Murayama offered a “near apol-
ogy” for war time atrocities against Korea, China, and other Asian nations and an-
nounced the establishment of a private fund for payments to surviving Comfort
Women. The private fund plan explicitly rejected Japanese governmental responsi-
bility for the system of military brothels. The Comfort Women themselves and many
supporters strongly criticized the private fund plan.

The private fund, called the Asian Women’s Fund, was headed by Mrs. Miki
Mutusko, widow of former Prime Minister, Miki Takeo. In 1996, she resigned as
Chair of the Asian Women’s Fund, protesting her own government’s delay in offer-
ing apologies and the lack of sufficient public interest in fund. The fund’s announced
goal was to raise $20 million, but actually raised only about one quarter of that.
It has issued payments directly to 285 former Comfort Women. The 285 women un-
doubtedly represent a very small percentage of former Comfort Women, some in the
Philippines and Taiwan, but not many in Korea. The majority of surviving Comfort
Women, especially in Korea, refused to accept the funds. There are several reasons
for this. The South Korean government and other governments at last began pro-
viding old age pensions and medical help to many survivors. For example, equally
important, without a minimally acceptable official apology from the Japanese gov-
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ernment, many Comfort Women regarded the Japanese money as a thinly veiled in-
sult—a perception that was re-enforced by public comments from Japanese officials.

For quite some time now, the issue of payment of reparations to Comfort Women
has not been about the money as such, which is almost negligible in Japan economy.
The issue is responsibility. In the absence of an unequivocal spoken apology from
the Japanese government, the payment of reparations would not constitute accept-
ance of responsibility for past acts. Japan today seeks to avoid payment of repara-
tions for the same reason. It has failed to make a clear apology: it is unwilling, or
unable, to accept responsibility for the crimes it committed, even in the egregious
case of enslavement, rape and murder of thousands of women and girls.

The Asian Women’s Fund requires any surviving Comfort Women to sign legal pa-
pers that would end any legal rights she has to seek redress in the courts of any
country for the suffering she has faced at the hands of the Japanese government
or Japanese corporations. Similarly, the supposed ‘atonement’ fund refuses to pay
damages to the families of Comfort Women who were murdered during World War
II or died during the 50-plus years between 1945 and when the fund was created.
This practice raises questions. If the fund is truly intended to express remorse and
atonement for crimes committed, though what sort of logic does it now require the
surviving Comfort Women to abandon their rights?

The Asia Women’s Fund is to be disbanded on March 31, 2007, just a few weeks
from today.

Apology Issues

The Japanese government has acted specifically to avoid responsibility for clearly
recognized international crimes and violations of international humanitarian law,
crimes such as mass impressments of women into slavery, trafficking in slaves, or-
ganized rape, massacres of Comfort Women in Burma and in other war zones, hor-
rific medical ‘treatments’ calculated to induce sterility, torture, and extrajudicial
gxecutions of women who refused or became too ill to provide sex to Japanese sol-

iers.

During the past 15 years a few Japanese government officials have made near-
apology statements regarding Comfort Women issues. Nevertheless, even the per-
sonal spokesman for former Prime Minister Murayama specifically denied under
questioning that the Prime Minster had acknowledged that there was a ‘system or
organization’ committing crimes against these women, and specifically denied that
the Japanese Imperial Army was responsible for obvious and well-documented
crimes. It is also worth noting that Murayama was the only Prime Minister from
an opposition party elected since 1945 and that his term in office was cut short due
to rejection by their military and Diet of even his weakly worded statement of re-
gret. He failed to obtain support in the Diet for an official apology by a margin of
almost 2 to 1. In the end, Murayama’s remorse has been directly rejected by subse-
quent governments, who have preferred to water such statements down even fur-
ther.

This rejection stance is embraced to this day by many of the most senior figures
in the Japanese government, including the increasingly influential armed forces.
One of the recent examples is the ongoing rejection of responsibility for war crimes
by the current education minister, who has barred textbooks that even mention the
abuse of comfort women until the government can come up with an even more in-
nocuous explanation for how these were treated.

Ranking members of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) speak openly of seeking
a ‘biological solution to the Comfort Women problem.” These men do not face sanc-
tions or reprimands from LDP leaders. The ‘biological solution’ group favors refusing
to make any acknowledgment of crimes against these Comfort Women, reasoning
that once they die, the anger at the Japanese government will die with them.

Furthermore, the Japanese government today refuses to assist the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice in identifying World War Il-era criminals responsible for crimes
against Comfort Women, U.S. prisoners of war, and for biological warfare experi-
mentation on prisoners. The U.S. Department of Justice is mandated to exclude
such people from traveling to the United States, and has repeatedly requested
records and other routine assistance in this task from the Japanese Ministry of Jus-
tice. Japan’s government refuses to cooperate. How can this be squared with that
government’s claims of accepting responsibility for its WWII era crimes?

The excuse that the issue is over 60 years old is also weak. It was not until the
1980s, for example, that the United States formally apologized and paid compensa-
tion—$20,000 per person—for the illegal internment of Japanese Americans during
the WWII and it took 46 years for the United States fully apologize for its actions.

I do not agree that Japan’s current government has ever frankly acknowledged
that the Japanese Imperial Army played a central determinative and organizing
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role in crimes against these Comfort Women. Not even close. Public relations ges-
tures simply do not add up to an apology, most particularly when even that gesture
has been subsequently rejected by the government.

Legal Issues

Fifteen former Comfort Women filed suit in U.S. District court in September 2000,
seeking redress from the Japanese government and from corporations under the
terms of the U.S. Alien Tort Claims Act. After many years of court hearings and
petitions, the case went to the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled in February 2006
that the claims of the women constituted non-judicial “political questions,” Thus
leaving it to the Executive Branch to seek redress for these women. The Executive
Branch has not been helpful. Indeed, it went out of its way to frustrate the Comfort
Women’s legal petition. There is a striking difference between how the Executive
Branch has aggressively assisted certain claims made by the Holocaust victims and
other Europeans against Germany after the WWII, yet has ignored, denied or even
obstructed similar claims made by Asian victims seeking reparations from the Japa-
nese government and corporations.

This inconsistency can also be found in the U.S. government’s position concerning
slave-labor victims from Europe and forced laborers during Japan’s war time expan-
sion. Japan has paid reparations for exploitation of slave laborers to several coun-
tries (including the Netherlands and Switzerland) and Japan is now responsible for
making equal settlements with other countries. But the United States has not
sought reparations on behalf of surviving U.S. nationals who survived slave labor
at Japanese corporations.

Overall, the difference between modern Japan’s reaction to crimes against human-
ity during WWII is strikingly different from that of modern Germany. Germany has
formally apologized and compensated many victims. Japan refuses. Unfortunately,
the U.S. government has tacitly accepted Japan’s refusal, and at some points even
abetted it.

One standard—and unconvincing—argument is that Japan has already addressed
their obligations under the 1951 San Francisco Peace Treaty. The Treaty mandated
that Japan enter into reparations agreements with Allied countries, whose terri-
tories had been occupied by Japan. The United States negotiated this treaty, while
China, Taiwan, and North and South Korea, who were most directly affected by the
Japanese war machine, were not allowed to participate. Further, in 1951, cor-
respondence with the Dutch government, Japan agreed that the 1951 Treaty did not
bar individual damage claims arising form the war. But today, Japan has discarded
that statement and now says that such claims are barred by the Treaty. Perhaps
most fundamentally, Japan today claims that its government-to-government deals
in 1951 have freed it from either moral or legal responsibility to frankly admit, ei-
ther in words or in deed, its responsibility for the crimes of the Comfort Women sys-
tem. Our view is that the 1951 treaty cannot block private litigation even it was
intended to waive reparations between governments.

The Japan-Korea Basic Treaty was signed in 1965. In the Treaty, the issues of
Comfort Women were not discussed at that time. Funds paid to Korea under the
Treaty were focused on the overall economic modernization of Korea as a whole,
rather than for individual compensation.

Comfort Women issues at the U.N. and ILO

The issues of military sexual slavery by Japan was raised at the U.N. Commission
on Human Rights and its Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights in 1992. Radhika Coomaraswamy (1996) and Gay McDougall (1998),
special rapporteurs on systematic rape, sexual slavery, and slavery-like practices
during wartime for the Sub-Commission subsequently visited Korea and other Asian
countries, interviewing dozens of surviving Comfort Women and experts in inter-
national humanitarian law. Their formal reports to the United Nations unequivo-
cally stated that Japan has violated international human right laws. Both rec-
ommended that Japanese government accept the demands of victims for formal
apology and legal reparations. A parallel investigation by the expert committee ap-
pointed by the International Labor Organization reached much the same conclu-
sions.

In September 2001, the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights made concluding observations concerning the Comfort Women issues.
The Committee expresses its concerns that compensation offered to wartime Com-
fort Women by the Asian Women’s Fund, which is primarily financed through pri-
vate funding, has not been deemed an acceptable measure by the women concerned.
[5] Precisely because it was viewed as a device through which the Japanese govern-
ment was attempting to evade its responsibilities rather than fulfill them. The U.N.
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Committee urged Japan to find an appropriate arrangement in consultation with
the organizations representing the Comfort Women a means to compensate the vic-
tims in a manner that would meet their expectations, before it is too late. The Com-
mittee also urged Japan to ensure that school textbooks and other teaching mate-
rials present these issues in a fair and balanced fashion, which reflects the aims
and objectives of education. Finally the Committee requested that Japanese govern-
ment submit a report to the U.N. detailing the steps that it had taken to fulfill
these requests. Special rapporteur Coomaraswamy completed her nine year term in
2004, she reported that the Japanese government had still not fulfilled its obliga-
tions for apology and redress for victims of military sexual slavery.

To date, the Japanese government’s effort efforts to carry out the U.N. rec-
ommendations has been clearly inadequate. [6] In 2005, 42 million people signed a
worldwide petition saying that the Japanese government should not be granted a
permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council unless they admit the issues of Japa-
nese military sexual slavery and officially apologize for those war crimes committed
during WWIIL. These petitions were part of the reason that Japan was not granted
a permanent seat on the United Security Council.

Conclusion

Japanese government continues to reject its responsibility for systematic sexual
slavery, rape and other crimes against the Comfort Women of WWII. It is in Japan’s
own interest, as well as in the best interests of the U.S.-Japanese relations, for the
Fresent Japanese government to squarely face its obligations under international
aw.

We request that the Japanese government openly acknowledge and accept the re-
sponsibility for the war crimes committed by the Japanese Imperial government and
Army during WWIIL.

They should open the archives that are now in the Japanese government’s hands
of Japan’s Imperial government, military, and corporations and encourage research
in these files. They should assist governments around the world in investigating and
prosecuting Japanese Imperial-era criminals, particularly those responsible for
crimes against Comfort Women. Finally the Japanese government should encourage
open study and discussion of Imperial-era Japanese government and military
crimes. They should publicly repudiate current Japanese officials who demean and
attack surviving Comfort Women, or who promote ‘biological solutions’ to Japan’s
historical problems.

Permit me to recall former Congressman Lane Evans, who used to say regarding
Comfort Women: “I believe we have a duty; we have a duty to help those who need
our help. We have a duty to stand up for those who cannot stand up for them-
selves. . . . Because in the end, people will remember not the words of their en-
emies, but the silence of their friends. We must not remain silent.”

It is our duty that we give those women the dignity and the respect they deserve.

Chairman Faleomavaega, thank you once again for the invitation to appear before
you today. I will be happy to answer any questions you or the Members of the Sub-
committee might have.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Thank you, Dr. Soh. To my knowledge I be-
lieve this is probably the first time ever that Congress has ever
held a hearing on this subject matter, and I do not say this as a
matter of boasting or bragging about it but certainly I wanted to
note for the record that this resolution was passed by this com-
mittee under the leadership of my dear friend and former chairman
of this committee, Henry Hyde, who has retired, a great friend and
certainly one of our stalwarts and whom I consider personally as
an icon here in the Congress.
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And noting also the difference of opinion as expressed by my
good friend from California, I just want to let our witnesses and
the public know that this is part of the process. We have disagree-
ments, and someone once said that we are entitled to our own opin-
ions but we certainly should not be entitled to our own facts. Then
the question here, are these facts?

But I do want to commend Ms. Kotler and Dr. Soh for your testi-
mony and our friends who have traveled so far. I sincerely hope
that we will—this subcommittee as well as the Committee on For-
eign Affairs—will make some results of this proposed legislation
and see what we can do to get the legislation moving within the
committee, and hopefully that issue will be brought before the floor
of the house for consideration.

Yes, there have been issues. There are concerns. If this resolu-
tion is going to affect our relationship with Japan, I do not like the
idea that somehow it is going to ruin our relationship with Japan.
I think Japan is better than that, its leaders and the good people
that live there. I have been to Japan several times, mainly because
I have relatives who are Sumo wrestlers. One of them who retired
a couple of years ago is a cousin of mine. He weighed only 570
pounds, and he wrestled by the name of Koniski.

So I do have a very fond affection for the Japanese people but
as an institution or as a government, I think this is where we have
to look at as a matter of what the government needs to do as an
institution to address this very issue. I wanted to ask, Ms. Kotler,
I noted with interest that you went point-by-point on all the issues
that my good friend Congressman Rohrabacher expressed on the
contrary saying that all these things have already been done. That
we are reinventing the wheel so-to-speak. Why are we going
through the process?

What I want to ask, Ms. Kotler, is there anything else that you
think that is important that we should look at closely not only in
terms of the provisions of the proposed resolution but any other
issue that you feel that will be helpful also to the members of the
committee and especially to my colleague, Congressman Honda,
that we may have missed?

Ms. KOTLER. I would have to go back and look at the resolution
again. I think in general it was quite well done, and putting the
word unequivocal was essential. What I would do is look again at
what we are expecting in terms of an apology. We need to make
it very clear it is from the Government of Japan not just merely
a blanket apology because yes, there have been apologies but not
one of them can be considered an apology directly to the comfort
women. Yes, Mr. Murayama as prime minister had but it was a
blanket apology in general.

There have been actually 40 some—in fact, you can count them
which is sort of sad—apologies in terms of World War II and the
Greater East Asian War, because you are not really just talking
1941 to 1945. You are really talking 1931, 1932. I would look very
carefully and with a scholar of the Japanese political system to
word the sentence about what you want exactly from the Govern-
ment of Japan.

Mr. HoNDA. If the chairman would yield?

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I am glad to yield.
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Mr. HONDA. I think you hit it on the head. It would be helpful
if you helped us wordsmith in Japanese the wording that would be
unequivocal and unambiguous, and then the process I think you
laid out that it has to be an action of the Diet and then the prime
minister and the Cabinet. So with your work and with the scholars
that you are working with it would be helpful to us.

Ms. KOTLER. They all have Ph.D.’s.

Mr. HONDA. That is okay as long as they are correct. Thank you.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Dr. Soh?

Ms. SoH. Yes, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I think you did address also the question of
the apology question, and again I just wanted to note if you feel
that there are any other provisions of the proposed resolution that
you feel that maybe we could make improvements on? We do in-
tend to continue collaborations with our Republican friends and
those because this truly is a bipartisan resolution, and I am so
happy that you also quoted the statements made by our former col-
league, Lane Evans, a very dear friend of mine. And we are just
slallddened by losing him and for him not coming back because of his
illness.

You had made an interesting quote in the latter part of your
statement saying that in the end we will not remember the words
of our enemies but the silence of our friends. I think that was from
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Ms. SoH. You are right.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. And so correct and very appropriate in
terms of where is the commitment. One of the concerns that was
brought to my attention is the fact that do we have the right to
tell another sovereign country what to do? Now we can internalize
and say now if the comfort women were done here in America, then
this is something that is internal or domestic and that we have to
do it by way of the Congress and all of this but we are telling a
sovereign nation get with the program. Do something. And I won-
der if it has been questioned by some of our friends to suggest that
do we have the right to do this?

Ms. SoH. I think as a member of U.S. Congress we are living for
the global justice and living for the helping we said those that need
help. It does not have to be necessarily happen to be in Japan be-
cause the issue has been long overdue already and also by inter-
national like you, United Nations, ILO. Also the International
Commission of Jurists. So a lot of issues. We have been waiting too
long.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Ms. Kotler?

Ms. KOTLER. The resolution is not a law. You cannot enforce it.
It is a suggestion. It is a suggestion of one ally to the next. It is
a suggestion that Japan live up to the treaties that it has signed
of the organizations that it is a member of from the OECD and the
G7 and all the organizations which it has signed on and supported
to say it is against sexual violence in conflict. That it supports
human security, human rights, democracy. So we are suggesting.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Does not the United Nations also have as a
matter of principle——

Ms. KOTLER. 1325.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA [continuing]. The rights of women?
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Ms. KOTLER. To be exact. Yes. In fact, Japan is one of the small
groups of nations that is promoting and considered a special friend
of 1325, and the quote that I said from the Ambassador was in sup-
port of 1325.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mike?

Mr. HoNDA. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I certainly second every-
thing that has been said. And just to reiterate again, when I was
in the State Assembly we struggled with AJR 27 which met with
a lot of resistance, but was passed unanimously by voice vote. I
was told at that time that I was merely a State Representative,
and I do not have anything to do with international foreign rela-
tions, but we passed it anyway, asking Congress to pass a similar
resolution.

They picked it up. I am here today, and so in our current position
we continue to push the resolution to encourage Japan again to do
the right thing as an ally, and Congress has a purview of not only
domestic but also foreign relations. So we are in the right arena,
doing the right thing, asking the right questions.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman. I want to thank our
panel and our distinguished witnesses, and especially our dear
friends who have traveled so far to come all the way here in Wash-
ington, DC, to get the snow which I hate. I know exactly how you
feel. I hate this. It is not that I hate the snow but I just do not
like the cold. I would rather be eating my coconuts and strumming
my ukulele under a coconut tree than being here I will tell you
that.

But I sincerely do want to say that—as I have said earlier—I do
not know of any words that I could express what I have heard from
Ms. O'Herne and Ms. Kim and Ms. Lee. I hope it will be as a lesson
to our community of nations, learning from the past, but more than
anything looking to the future that we hope just as we have wit-
nessed the Holocaust Museum, and I think the phrase that I got
from that experience in going through was never again.

I think that is the phrase that I hope that if as a result that we
might create a positive result, and hopefully also in a constructive
way in dealing with the leaders of the Japanese Government that
they will see your point of view and in such a way that they will
respond in a positive way and appreciating and understanding the
depth of what you had to endure for all these years.

And I do have every intention to call on the leadership of our
committee to see that we do move this legislation in the best way
possible and collaboration also with my deer friend from California
during this. I am sorry. I wish had some kahlua pig to give you
for your journey. I feel helpless in not offering you any food or
something to celebrate your coming here but sincerely I really wish
you Godspeed on your return to Australia.

I do not know if that is the correct way of pronouncing, Ms.
O’Herne, but you will definitely hear from us on this issue. That
I promise, and with that, the subcommittee hearing is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 4:43 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.]
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MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR THE HEARING RECORD

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE DONALD A. MANZULLO, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

I question whether the United States House of Representatives is the proper
forum to address historical grievances between third parties. While House Resolu-
tion 121 is well intentioned, I fail to see how it will do anything to provide closure
to the survivors of this situation, and I fear this resolution could pit ally against
ally and American citizens against each other.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE GARY L. ACKERMAN, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK, AND CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON
THE MIDDLE EAST AND SOUTH ASIA

I want to thank and commend the Chairman, Mr. Faleomavaega for holding to-
day’s hearing. I also want to commend our colleague Mr. Honda for introducing his
resolution and for carrying on the work of our former colleague Lane Evans to bring
attention to the issue of comfort women and their families.

Mr. Chairman, every August our nation and other nations across the globe pause
to remember the end of the most horrific conflict of the 20th Century. Yet for a
small and dwindling number of women, that conflict never ended. During World
War II, the Japanese Imperial Army forced as many as 200,000 women across Asia
into sexual slavery. The vast majority of these women were from Korea but all of
the women were subjected to unspeakable crimes for years at a time at the hands
of Japanese soldiers. The fact that “comfort women” existed and the fact they were
abused as a deliberate policy of the Imperial Japanese Army are not in dispute.
These facts have been documented by war crimes tribunals, the United Nations and
even the government of Japan has acknowledged the abusive treatment of “comfort
women.” The Japanese government and many Japanese citizens have worked hard
to establish the Asian Women’s Fund to extend “atonement” from the Japanese peo-
ple to the comfort women, but I don’t think compensation is the total issue.

The issue is that while successive Japanese Prime Ministers have written per-
sonal letters of apology to the surviving comfort women, no Prime Minister has
made a public apology on behalf of the Japanese government. Beyond that, it seems
the gestures that have been made don’t strike the intended recipients as genuine.
There are two issues here that make today’s hearing important and Mr. Honda’s
resolution necessary. The first is that all of the comfort women deserve an apology
and acceptance of responsibility that they perceive as genuine. The second is that
calling attention to such atrocities reminds us in the Congress as well as the rest
of international community, that we must continue the work of preventing them
from ever occurring again.

Mr. Chairman, I think all of us wish a clear and unequivocal public apology had
been issued and accepted long ago and that the pain and suffering endured by these
women had been appropriately acknowledged and responsibility taken by the Japa-
nese government, but until it is, I think it is incumbent on us to continue to speak
out.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and I look forward to hearing today’s witnesses.

(61)
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE DIANE E. WATSON, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Thank you, Chairman Faleomavaega, for holding this important and historic
hearing—and I should note your first since being elevated to Chairman of the Asia
Subcommittee—on the sexual enslavement of over 200,000 women by the Japanese
Imperial Army during its colonial occupation.

I also want to thank my friend and colleague, Representative Michael Honda, for
providing the leadership in introducing House Resolution 121, a resolution that ex-
presses the sense of the House of Representatives that the Government of Japan
should formally acknowledge, apologize, and accept historical responsibility for its
Imperial Armed Force’s coercion of young women into sexual slavery, known as
“Comfort Women,” from the 1930s through the duration of World War II.

I commend Mr. Honda for his appreciation and understanding that people, insti-
tutions, and governments must take responsibility for their actions, both good and
evil, and that apologies on matters of historical import are critical to the process
of healing and reconciliation. Knowledge of the past, as well as acknowledgment of
the past, is key to understanding the present. To paraphrase Lord Ackton, knowl-
edge of the past is the safest and surest emancipation.

So it is in the spirit of emancipation from the past, as well as reconciliation and
justice for the so-called Comfort Women, that I am certain Mr. Honda has intro-
duced House Resolution 121 and appears here today before the Asia and Pacific
Subcommittee. The purpose of H. Res. 121 is not to bash the Government of Japan
but rather to speak to truth, to speak to the fact that the historical and current
plight of Comfort Women has not been properly witnessed, nor has compensation
to the victims been sufficiently provided.

Mr. Honda’s heritage as a Japanese-American and the fact that he lived in a Jap-
anese-American internment camp in California during World War II are also perti-
nent and instructive. Approximately 40 years after internment, the U.S. Govern-
ment formally apologized for its role and offered reparations.

No nation’s hands are clean when it comes to human rights violations. We cannot
selectively speak or seek the truth. We must speak it and seek it wherever it lies.
Japan is an important ally of the United States. That will not change. But I am
certain that Japan’s bilateral, as well as multilateral relations, will be strengthened,
particularly on the Asian continent, when it fully and with due diligence confronts
its past. By honestly and openly facing its past, Japan will enrich its future.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, I also want to thank the women who lived through the
horrifying experience of enslavement and have traveled a long distance to offer their
testimony to the Subcommittee today.
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MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD BY THE HONORABLE ENI F.H.
FALEOMAVAEGA, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM AMERICAN SAMOA, AND
CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

Trafficking of Women in Support of Japanese Military Forces
during World War II

s The trafficking in women that occurred during World War II was 2
grave hnman rights violation of enormous proportions.

» - The Government of Japan has taken steps to address this issue.

o Ina 2001 letter, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi wrote, “The issue
of comfort women, with an involvement of the Japanese military
authorities at that time, was a grave affront to the honor and dignity of
large nurabers of women. As Prime Minister of Japan, I thus extend
anew my most sincere apologies and remorse to all the women who
underwent immeasurable and painful experiences. . .. Ibelieve that
our country, painfully aware of its moral responsibilities, with feelings
of apology and remorse, should face up squarely to its past history and
accurately convey it to future generations.”

s Prime Minister Koizumi’s official apology followed earlier apologies
and statements issued by Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama in 1995
and Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono in 1993,

+  In October 2006, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe reaffirmed thesé
slatements.

¢ A statement on "comnfort women" that condenms Japan's abuses in
World War Two without reflecting such public statemenits by
Japanese leaders will likely be seen as incomplete and unfair.

o It is important for Japan to continue to work with its neighbors to
address and settle unresolved differences concerning atrocities
committed against civilians by the Imperial Japanese Army in World
War 1L, inclhuiding the “comfort women.”

s Japan’s effort in this regard will carry more meaning if it originates
within Japan and is not perceived to be the product of foreign
pressure,
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LOR spiit over comfort wemen' | Lewmakers plan to saek fon-of 18932 on ity
521 words

24 December 2006

Dsdy Yot

Lne!lah
{€) 2006 The Daky Yomdurt All fights Reserved.

Friction is ernarglitg within the Ubersl Dasmocratic Party gver the lssus of so-talled cnmﬂm WETH who
purportedly weke forésd 1o provise sewal services for gohiiers onthe & wiristda s other pargs
wf Asia during Wosd War Ik

& voluntsry group sk up by LDP laweakers fo shudy what should be taught in schools on the subject of national
tistory held & subpang g Friday to dn Yhig issue for the Ot tme.

The graup plare o regudst the o revise the 1965 statament that left the imprassion the government
officially acknowladged that the meeriai Japanese Rrmy foribly recruited woren.

Sorne other LOF lawymbiers, msanwhils, have ex d goncern over the move snd specutabe that the study
aroup rigbt e sevving e represeat the real view of Prima Minkéter Shinze Abe, who had béén critical of the 1983
government stateinerit before bevbming prima minisker, but hies officially upheld the statament sinoa Bssuniing his
post in Septambe

B the subpanel meating of the stugy group, fawmakers pointed out Haws I the government siatement issued by
the chiat Cabinet secretary at the tive, Yohel Kant.

Kpno's S8 ¢ sk “gini ngles and remores® o fonmer comfort warnan, with an apparen
acknewledgement tmr fcm BTy and gov it officials reorals by force, ite the fact that
conclusive evidence hag never bedn discovered.

"{ve eard that a recruiting poster Yor corsfors women has been dischvered. I think wa should ofilain & copy and
examine it ke prove thalb thers wasa't any forced recraltment,™ one member of the study group sail st the
maetifig.

siout 15 fawraakers, Fchuding furmer Bdusation, Science and Technology Minister ikt Naksyama, who heads
the study aroug, and former Agriculture, Forestry aid Fisheries Minister Mineichi Iwanaga, attended the meeting.

Tha subpansl olans 1o exarmine the issus with the help of exparly and to submill a request 1o the government in
spring, caliing for a revigw on the Koo statemest.

Thie study grouls his bean inactive for the past yesr becauge dore members of the group viery expalied from the
party In August 200% for appostivg the postet privatization bils, but the group resumed activities after Abe hetama
prime ministar,

Abawas ong of the Jupior lawmakers whe founded s group o Dlel members in 1597 that was the prodecessor of
the study group.

Mernbers of the study group prédict that another Japan bashing campaign is Hkely to arupt By 2000 overseas
hocause the year mavrks e FOhianniverssry of the Waning massacre during the Sino-Japariess war,

“Wte neod To Be prapared 1o frmly Bocount for Jagan's stanee i such &n svent” & member said,
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Members of the study group Inchede Halaubu § a, & depuly chief cabi cretary, and Eriko Yamatani,
an assistant to the prime winister.

Shilmomura bad met with Nakaysmia at the Prime Minister's Office veveral Bimes this month prior to the mesting,

The study group alse ks Sholchi Nakagawa, the LOF Polioy Res Counclt chairman, sy its

The recant mave by e study grotip has alarmed otfer LOP wha seate improving bilsteral refoti
with Chire snd South Korsa.

Former LDP Seeratar T Kalchi Kato sald, "The activities of the study group wor't nécessarlly give a good
imprassion b other Aslan countries.”

“Peopls might think that the group is gcting on Behalf of the Prime Minister's Ofice,” he sald,

Kab, as the head of another group of polilicians that smssy dip:mmacy and sscurity affairs of Asla, met with his
pelicy aliles, Tchiro Alsaws and former Education Tadd i Oghima, Thursday night; to confirm their
intentions to work i clese copperation on this matter

Document YOMSHIGO20061 22 3e2000000¢

& 007 Facliva, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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Kyody News

Enghsh

(e} e Xyedo News

TORYD, Ock 285 - Depity Chial Cabinet Secretary 8 Gl : i Vi i ne y &0
revien the relevance of histiey-releted. {céctﬁ Hhat i the gevernment £ mu@ satement i 1993 to dpolngie for
the siffetings of the “womint woemnan.”

In thi 1993 statement, then Chilel Cabinet Secratary: Yorei Kona officially acknowledged thiat the Inperial
iapaness Avmy forsed Aslan senmal e snual sereituds for ith seidiers:

Ehimpmurg sabl s speech i Takve the Kons siaternant shosdd be reconsidersy by studving more abiomt the
facts Riter collecting ohisctvg antd sclentific knowledge

Whila Pricne Minister Shingd Abe seid hs sccppts the statement iv 2 House of Beprasentatives Bmgei b ammitma
gesyiph eartier this rnonth, e rerfar by S5 & pobtal foliowsr who be appot ko this govam
post, Is Tkaly o drave Hvd from the chposition camip.

Shimomure $aid, however, the goversment i unitiely o congider revising the stalement a5 well ag'a 1985
statemant nowhich D Privve Minister Tondichl Mursyema apeligized for Jepan's Fhre 3w eolondsd
nde, duetnalalh of tme.

The matter is “an issua § iavself am guing to study, " he said.

“FF Ehe Calid & 't are to he ded; they will have 1o go hrotgh anoiier Tabingl dedsion,”’
e said, “BOE aow s not the Uee O didcuss the matter.”

= = Hpivis

Dincuinent KYODODRIIOGE 1025 mpidis!

& 007 Factiva, inc. sl righis resgrves,
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Fnpan still spologetic awer stk womEnt
O

425 werds

26 Octaber Z008

06:55

Agenne Franee Fasse

English

Copyright Agahce Franue-Pragss, 2006 Al vap tiory and p Hghds resarved,

TORYD, Qck 36, 0086 (4FR) -

Iapan skands By e past apology o worren Jorced inte sexied slarery during World War I, the g govarnment
suokesman sald Thursday, $far 2 senior official questiared the wifical Bne.

Deguty Chiel Cabinet ¥ i Sk calied fay for s review of the landmiark 1993
stxtement n which Japan gized tu "gen % ® whe wers Torsadinte sox wheo lapsness roops
invaded othey AZlan couniries,

“The govemmant Wil nol ¢hengs the stance exprassed by Prime Minister Shinze Abe iy parliament,” ssid Chief
Cabinet Seoretary Tasuhisd Shingakl, thetop governmaent spokssman.

hhe cadlisr tis month oid pariamant that he actepted the 1993 stetemant.

“Phe government ke the stance of the statement” of 1993, Shinwski told reporters,

Abe ssid, h -, T had e problam vtk Shi volging bis views on the srootionelly cherged sue.
“Thers is no-probieny 5t all becauss he spoke a8 an Individust . Witiet 1 i B opl of the

caliinet, the prirme milnister il regortars.

I glsy expressed varous opitlons In the capadily of an individual lawnitaker when T was depuly <hief cabinet
sacratary,” Abe satd,

Abe, whose grandiather was a cabinet riember during World Wa'r I, s kngwn for his hawkish wiews on tistery.
Before taking oifice 1 montly sgo he pointadly refused o clarty e views oo the wartime past.

But as privee minister he has tied to repair reiat with riatgiik that suffared whoer Japenesi
cecupation. He visited China and South Koves on Cttoher 8- and scknowledgsd Japan's pest wrusgolog.

Historians say ot least JOU, 000 youhg wormen, mostly Kersen but also from Telwan, CThing, the Phillppines wnd
Indenesie, were forded 1o Serve as sey shaves in Jipaneye aring Beothwls,

inthe 1983 statement, than chief cabinat secretary Yohe! Wono officially ach and 1 for the
! oF Y PO -

"

& said in 8 et that hi ity believed the 1993 stak t needad i be reviewed "By storhdng
mare about the facks after colieeting sbmive and scientific nawlotge.

Shiozakl, whe (& Shifomurs’s Superiorn, also indidated that the deputy govesrmant spokesmasn would not he
reprimranded 85 e was speaking in a personal capadity:

It is up- b Mr, Shimomurs toomake a judgment 85 a politictan,” Shiczeld sald. "He is not a child.”

Aidey tootbe have resestadiy made harder fing stataments tnan g privie minister, with fvo tap officials caliing
for Japun b debabe v frag Btomis B i - Worth Borea'y nodlear ambidens,

uh-sifeetih

Cocument AFPRODIC2005 1085628000292

& 2007 Factivae; Inc. Al vighty reserved.
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g ;,;s,». o hoth gides of the amig The next Cmgmssw

women, howover, have sngered manying

‘m%ﬁ?: 10 be 8s nndershnding or tarne, ., "
Tapaw’s ooTined debate onits nuclear stante and wartime abuses have alarmed both its Asiaallies
and Anserican pelicymakers. Tokyo's sew “asseriive” foreign policy sppears working, ot cross
purposes to Washington’s sforts and its ovwn stated goals of resolving the North Korean muclear
crisiethiough regional cooperation. Japanis Americs’ s most important ally in Asid, We sxpect more
of the Tapanese fian many ofhers. For the sake of regional peate snd historical justics, Japan must
acknowiedze ite past aiisdesds and make ifs intetions clear. The United States ueeds Japan to be
“asseriive’” a5 aninternationally responsible Ally. -

Mindy L. Kotler s :

Asia Polioy Colendar

AsiaPolisy Point, 11/13/06
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We wonder whir thnse semmarks are problematic? '

Ti%.« reamarks quemm are. the ones mcnzxﬁ;h anade by Deputy Chied Cabingt Seorstary Hakubun

Shimomurs, io witich be indivated e mt:d to.study the so-catled "C%nef Cabinet Becretry Kooo's

statement ol vmgy cornfort women, ™ . -

Thes opposition parties, mciudmg the Democratic Party of "Ears:m {}fvimsmw), oite & contradiction
Detwaen Bibaommss pomarks. and Prizne Mivletor Abe’s Dot veptiag dn whicgh ated he would
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’I:}:e point is fhe facts.

Nomely, was there the fact of transportation of pepple by the military or polive suthoritiss for foread
Tabor?Aside from political caleulations or excessive diplowatio considaration, this question should
be congidered; Tor that reason, it should be'enrusted 1o historims and other sxperts’ rosoarck,

As 2 result of thie resemch, if 5o facts demonstrating transporialion for forced isbor are fc.imé, the.
Koo siatemont must be revised : .

(06103103ku} Back fo Top

comfors woman yuan.pxt

yuan zhulin's 3tery:

Haunted By violent memories as a wartime sex wlave for Japaness troops, Yuan Zhulin,

84, savs 1t s dmpossible vo dleep av night.

As. shig sits pweke hoTed up tn the dask and spartan room she calls heme in central

china's wuban oity, the mesories of atrocities commitied against ber ravage her

i,

the iz not alene, 35 Up To ZO0, 000 other women acrass the region wers forced inie

wartime sex shavery during. dapan’s conbuest of aAsia, although the number still alive

o tell ghelr story is rapidly dwindTing.

Yy can'y forget the past, 1v7s always on my wind,” vusn told AFP inoan interview as

china staged widespread aeti-~Tapanase protests over the past Ted weekends,

she often weeps uncontrollabily, burying her-head Yn her zrms as she recounts a

personal Bistory 56 Full of pain and suffering it is hard o believe her story is

not some. Fiotional horror.

BuT her tedrs mmd the phiysical soars bear testament to the awful rruch, ons that

afper decades of silenre she says must he nwold before she goss, wiilingly, to her

cathotic God -~ whare she hopes to “suffer no more.”

And 5o gach timeé afrer drying har eves and regaining her composure, vuan continues
s

her haryewiog ta L
“upre Than 10 Japasese soldiers waited cutside my roow evervday,” said the frail
womar . who was. 17 when troops arrived in wohan and prowgtly renamed her masako and
forced her into prestitution. i
They had no.patience when waiting cutside. They wouTd kigk the door with their
hoors amd dhey would sopre me to death angd Iocrved and orded. afrer ohe 10 soldiers
had Tefs 1 couldn’e evan ste, 1t was soopainful,” vear seid.
"i'moa TittTe embarrassed taiiing about this but wmany oF us couldn®t even waik,” she
weeps, adding that her vears as a comfor: woman, the suphemistic verm For forced
arostitation, had done her body irveparable damage.
afpar an zborvien sadangered her 1ife. she had €6 continue serving soldiers despite
pain so excruciating thay she was sventually glven medicine.
"put after vaking the pills T could never get pregoent again,” vean satd.
tess than a year afrer she arrived at the brothel -~ arsund the vime that wuban,
under meriths oF gas bombardmests, Finally Fell to Jpporial troops in october 1938 -
vugn and some other young womss hatched an escape glan.
sut wiable o sursourt the elscerio wire surrounding thedr prisen bowe, they were
caught and beaten to within an foch of their Tives.
“They kicked us and basted we, and thers 1s still a star on my back and i1's syihl
wery patnful,” vuan said. showing the Yarge crater-Tike scars os her lower waist.
“sy bones were broken by the Kieks,®
Things took @ wiid turs for the better when one sympathetic Japanese soldier

G T ocome o -her atd.
Tefr my room without sleefring with me, he kbew thar I was 5uffering. He was &

good man. He totd me to waly for him to one day cowe and take me away, said vuan,
whis i wey has trouble remembering nawes and precise daves.

T the meantime, aoother. Japamese ofFicer took o Tiking to her round-faced good
Tooks and pulled Ber out of the den to make her his sole vondubine,
©iw mopths Tater, the king japanege soldier keot Wis word, helping to and her
one-ani-Ra Tt Vife-aTrering vears in the brethel.
“we Rad owihiog: Tife was hard, but better than living in there,” she said of the
snsuing relarionship with the man that lasted until the end of the war,
T4 was 2 Chiness wowen named zhang Xiwving, however, who tricked wuan and 2 handful
of other woman into prostituzion, by promising employment (n a hotel as 2 maid along
with a soall advanse, ) ) .

ime, Yuan was desperare to feed her newborn child and acceprted the proposal
in hapes of helping bér farily, only to find herself a sex slave,
war destitete parenty had already given away el two voungar sisters because there
was noT enougk to eat, and her father later died of malnutrition,
afrer the Japhsese srrived and Yuan was Torced into the brothel she never saw her

pans 7
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comfor: woman yuan, oee
child again. . .
Suy. posr Tierie baby. She was.so pretty and our neighbors would drop in my place to
see har, and she just died Tike that (atv @ months),” she sxid as her asthmatic
oraativing became hard.
Tyou can tell how much I hate the Japanese.”
speaking of crimes 1 wuhian Intécnment camps where the Japanese forced a huge number
of chinese to 1ive. ¥usm tells of one man who was beaten Tor Torgeiting his
identificarion before being thrown into the Yangtze river and lett For dead.
“rf someone got sick or hat.a Tever, they wolld just burn thes ta death because they
were afrafd of the plagie,” she said. , .
secording to official Chinese estimates, 35 mitifen Chinese ware kiTled or injured
in the sine-lapanese war between 1837-45, .
asked how she saw modern Japan, vuan saig:” There are good peogze i Japan,  hefure
adding that "it's Fine that we do busivess with the Japanese, bt we shoplds't be
buliied by Iapan anvmpre.”
Like many women i Ching, South ¥orea, Morth Kores, Indonesia, malavsia,
phiTippines, Thailaml and even Japan who were forced ingo slavery by Zmperial
Trogps, Yuan's anger 1s girected at Tokvo's refusal to Financially Compensate for
damages. i . .
She was in Tokys in 2000 for a lawsuit brought By Chinsse comfort woden, but the
court ruted agatnst them.
lapan has repeatedly cefused to compensate dex slaves and forceg Taborers from world
war II, saying a J0-year gericd for suits had expired and treaties provided for
reparations to states, rot individuais.
according to Su zhiliang, an expert on comfort women at shanghai wormal university,
not ona former sex §iave has managed to ger an dpology or money from the Japanese
GOVErTIRENT . . )
The issoe, along with Tokye's approval of & natichalist schoel textbiook which
glosses over wartime atrocities, amd its bid for a permanent seat on the WN Security
Counci 1, has sparked twe weekends of violent protests in china.
Thy srish 15 that Japan apologizes to me and admits their wisteke and gives we proper
gm? eas;tianA“ said yuan, who only draws a monthly stave pension of Z30 ywan (27.70
datlarsy.

Credits to AP,

zheu %ixiang, 74, From Shanxi Provipce, ic one of six former sax claves from Ching
who are bringing two separate suits against the Japansse government. seeXing 20
wiTlion ven ezch and the pubiicarion of an zpology.

The symposium at which Zhou and’ an expert on tha so~¢alled "comfurt women” 1
spoke was. erganized by a compittes of civic groups which support the women's
agatnst the poverapent. :

S

S SUE
tight

zhou teld the audience that she was shductad and vaped by Japanese soldiers at the
age of 1% in 1944 while working as the head of the Chinese commmist Party’s women’s
eroarization in the vitlage eF Lizhuang, whers she used te Tive,

she satd four fo sevs ﬁa?&rese soldiers raped her every night, lawing thelr
Cnsheathed swards bestde her to threaten her.

T could a0t resist...out of Fear vhat they might ki11 me with those swords,” zhau
said rarough an inTergreter.

she said she was tortured by the soldiers, who hiy her arms and shoulders with their
quns, demanding she give them the asnes of the Chingsg Communist Party members in
the village,

“gven now when I recall those horvible memories my head starts to ache and I cannot
sisep at might,” Zhow said, breaking dows and sohbing often sz she spoke.
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60-Year Sadness of Chinese Comfort Women

Editor's Notes: The "Septemberl8" National Humiliation Day is
approaching again. The aggression and disaster of those years have
moved farther and farther away and the blood color is fading gradually.
However, only when a nation bears those years firmly in mind, only when
it refuses to tamper with and forget history and only when it dares to face
up to the suffering and filth it had experienced, can it stand up on the new

stage, and avoid history to repeat itself.

It is precisely because of this that old people bring up past humiliation
again. Recent news feports say that the new editions of Japanese
textbooks either make no mention of or only lightly touch the Nanjing
massacre and comfort women. If the bloody history is forgotten even by

our posterity, then, it is not impossible that the tragedy would be re-staged.

The Comfort Women system carried out by the Japanese army during the
Second World War was the ugliest, filthiest, darkest sexual slave system
in human history of the 20th century. Enslaved by this system, about
200,000 Chinese women suffered devastation, but only about 200 of them
can be checked against historical records. Many of those old people, for

various reasons, are still trembling in the twilight of history.
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At the time when the wheel of the times has "rumbled” into the 21st
century, some Japanese Right-wingers are still frying to cover up their
atrocities, such as the "Comfort Women" system and the Nanjing
Massacre, committed during Japan's invasion of China, and to revive
their old dream of "Great Japan Empire”, striking an inharmonious note

int the tinies of peace.

This December, a group of Chinese women ravaged by the Japanese

troops will file a suit to the court of Tokyo to claim compensation.

Eighty-thtee-year-old Meizhi was once a comfort woman, She was laken
away from home on Chongming Islet of Shanghai by Japanese army one

day in April 1938 when she was 21

Meizhi was taken to a "Comfort Station" to serve as a sex slave,

henceforth starting her life of a hell on earth.

Early this year, Meizhi raged again when she saw on TV Japanese
Right-wingers assembled in Osaka, openly denying the Nanjing Massacre
atrocities. Recommended by another old man living in the same village,
Meizhi attended the "International Academic Seminsr on China Comfort

Women" held late last March and denounced the atrocities of Japanese
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army with her experience of blood and tears, In order to participate in the
Tokyo Women's International Court of War Criminal, the stepson of
Meizhi, Wang Anzhang, with the help of staff of the legislation service
office of the wwﬁz“-;hip and Professor Su Zhiliang of the China "Comfort
Women" Research Center, has finished the plaint and is still gathering

materials at present.

The 83-vear-old Meizhi said: “Why don't they admit what they have done
indeed?” T fust win this lawsuit. As long as justice can't be upheld, I

won't cease the lawsuit," said she with tears covering faces already.

Zhou Mei, living in the same town with Melzhi, was also a- comfort
woman once and suffered from mental and physical pain too in those
days. The 91 vears old women, thought living a forlom life now, still
keeps a clear memory of the shocking and horrible experience bappening

more than 60 years ago.

Zhou Xie, son of Fhou Mei, witnessed all those when he was only five
vears old. The sced of hatred has long been rooted in his heart: Later on
he took part in the war to resist US aggression and aid Korea, becoming
an excellent pilot. He also has written the plaint and prepared for the

opening of the Tokyo court this December,
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LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 13, 2007, AND MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD, BY
AMBASSADOR RY0Z0 KATO, EMBASSY OF JAPAN, WASHINGTON, DC

EMBASSY OF JAPAM
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Febroary 13, 2007
Digar Me. Chaltman:

Thank vou for the opporunity to grovide detailed nformation on e inftiatives
and weasures nodertaken by the Goveriroent of Japan on the fssus of World War Hors
‘comfort women. I bope you will find the attached materials helpfnl during wour
considerstivn of the imsie anid of the measure pending in youwr Subcommitize, House
Hesolution 125,

The fact that some respected members of Congress have offered this resolution
suggests that perbaps we in Japan may not bave done so sidequate job in explaining o our
friemds i the 1.8, all that we have done on this matter, Considering the importance of
ot bileteral velationship, it Is critical that each of vs have all He relevant facts iy such
clrcumstances.

1. Since 1991, the Government of Japan has procesded 1o ao open and transparsat
roatmar o folly and responsibly address this fssue (attactunent 1), and Japan bas tken
many- appropriste and signiffcant meunsures (aurmmary attachment 93 In addition 1o
acknowledging and accepting responsibility, the Jupuese Govemment by extended
official apologies frova the bighest leveld on many vecasions.

Iwould call vour attention fo the statement wade in 1994 by then Prime Mindster
Murayaing, which T quote in part below:

“On the dssne of wartime “comfort wemen,” which seviowsly sivined the honoy
wid dignity of many women, Ewoudd like to soke this opporiunity to express my profound
amd singere remiorse.”
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Singe 1996, every Prime Minister of Japan, Prime Minister Hashimoto, Obuchi,
Whort and Kolzumi, has exiended his sincere apology i a letter, together with the
atorement money, to each’ ndivideal comfort woman “ds Prime Minisier of Japan”
wherein. they apologized for “oll the women who wnderwent immeaswrable and poinfil
exparicieey and suffered ncurable physicol’ and psychological wounds' as. eomfort
women’ (et of Jeiter from then Prime Mindster Kotzud sttachment 3). Forther, in 2005,
Prime Mindster Koizumi addisssed this apology before a Japanese Diet Committee
{asachinent 4}, And curvent Prime Minister Abe anpounced o the Digt in October 2006
that the position of the governthent on condort women continues to stand {attachment 5).

2 In 1893, the 4sisn Women's Fund was established with the cooperation of the
Govenmnent of Japan and the Japancse people. Relevant pans of attachments 1 & 2 st
forth the amonnts raised and distributed by the Pund, including disect payments 1o many
of the women. The Fund bas also bnplemiented sipnificant international medical, welfars
and social profects theonghout the Asia-Pacific region, The Government has contributed 2
total of $40 million for operations of the Pand, Now, after more than & decade of efforts
to provide the begefits to former comfort women, the Fund is scheduled to terminate s
operations, T am glad 10 add that the Fund has recelved many expressions of appreciation
fou its activities from many people and governments concermed.

30 Lwould aiso like to point out that the Diet (Iapsoese Pacliarent) itself has debated
and passed formal Resolutions in 1995 aad 2005 (the 5G% 2ad the 60" anmiversaries of
the end of World War 1 related o this issue and Japan™s sctions in World War B
{atwmcliments 6 & 7). The 2005 Hesoludon, for exmuple, specifically apologizes and
ackoowledges “the many sufferings that our country int the paxy inflicted on the people of
other countries, In particelar, of Asia, and velterate our sincerest sympaihy for afl the
vickimg.”

4. Finally, it is bmporiant to note that Tapan has publicized information, mderials and
offivial documents on the comfor women iisue in nomerous forms, including school
textbooks and information waterials by the Ministrv of Forelgn Affaies, the Asian
Women's: Fund and the Japan Cemter for Asian Historical Records, among others
{attachment ¥ for wehsites).

We hope that all this information provided sheds additional Hght on this isse.
The Government of Japert hay recognizad its heavy responsibility -on this issue and has
clearly apologized and acknowledged its actions. These steps reflect 2 consesisus among
the Japaness public. While not forgetting the pasty we wish to move forward,
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Wi, Chalerman, | romain very grateful for your sensitivity to these matiess, snd for
bow nuch vou value the bilateral relationshdy of our two countries, T look forwand to
further working with you.

=

/{7*@" -

Ryowms Bato
Ambussador of Japan

Atiachments
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Attachment 1

TopPage | WhatsHaw | 54 i Poliey | B WHst | Feglonsi Afiring | Mo ok
} visa | et | Peeilback | Links

Top > Forelgn Policy » Women's lasies > The Asian Women's Fund = Recent Palicy of tha
Government of Japan on the Issue Known as "Warlime Corfort Women”

RECENT POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
JAPAN ON THE
ISSUE KNOWN AS "WARTIME COMFORT
WOMEN"

Ky, 2004

The Government of Japan hes been sonducting a thorough fact-finding study on the issue
fnawn o “waritne cermfort women” siics Decembar 1891 and aniounced its results fn July
1892 and in August 1993, Publis documenta found a8 # result of such study are now open to the
pubic 4t the Sabinet Bacrataiat. On the ocoasion of the srmounsemant of e findingsIn 1553,
s Chisf Cablnet Sacestary Yohe! Kono relcesdd & statement and expressed in it sincere
apologiss and remorse, recogaizing thie fssus was, with the Ivelvement of the ity
sulfionties of e day, & grave sifront 1o the honor and diginily of @ large number of woman. The
Govemment of Japan Has since xpresssd itg sincete pologies and remorse & the former
“marive comion womsn® on many cosasions.

Rechgnizing that the lssus knowry as "warme comfort woren” was & grave affront to te hono?
and dignity of & lgrae number of woman, the Governmant of Jagan, together with the people of
Japar, serlously discussed what coold be done for srpressing thelr sincars apojogles and
rernicree to o former “wariaie comfort wormaen. As 2 raxull, the Aslan Women's Pund (ANF)
waz establishad on July 19, 1388 in order fo axtend stonenent from Japaness pacpiato e
Forrner “wartime somfor women. Having decided 1o provide nevessary assistance for ihe AWF
by a Gabinel deckalon In August 1995, the Govermmant of Japan, with a view to fuiiitting e moral
rasporeibility, Has bean providing ol possivle assistance Yor the AWF, including beeting the tolat
opatational costs of the AWF, assisting its fund-raising and prviiicg te nacessary funds o
implement s activities [approximately 4.2 billion yen from the AWF's fourding through llscal
veaiof 2002y, in order for the AWF toathain iis goals.

1. Cooperation for the Asian Women's Fund

The Goverrinant of Japen has heen coopersling with the AWE in implementing the activilies.
A the stonement projacts were complaled in the Philippings, the Hepublic of Kores and
Tabwan by the gntl of Seplember 2002, Soms of formisd comfort woman wha recalvad alonsmant
profects axpressad thelt gratitude by varlous wavs.
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iry addiion, e AWE ls implementing aciivities teffored to domesiie condiions in the Nethardands
gt lidoriesla a5 well Activities In the Netherands were complotad successfully on 14 July
2004, The Govermmernt of Japan will sonfinue s effortto seek he understanding from the
Sovamiments and authorides and gther pariss of the countries and reglons oncemed with
mapard tothe acivilies of the AWF.

{1} The Philippines, the Republic of Hores and Talwan

Tha SWF siaias it fie principle to respest e intention of sadhy of the aged foomer “warlime
soriort women® in the Philopines, the Republio of Kores and Taiwas where the ideniification
processas of warllne condort women® have best inplsmented by thelr Govemnments o
srganizations. Basad upon such principle, e AWE, making use of e monsy donatad by the
Jupansse pactle ae 18 fescuroe, provides the Tormer “warlime commfort wormant” with Bhe
stonement money witch sxprasses e fesling of stonamant by the Japanese paopls and,
smaking use of the fund dishursed by the Government of Jepan, Implements medical and wellare
support projects simad o lmproving thell medical and wellsre condition, When the slonemant
money s provided, the Prisw Minlsier, on bahalfof the Govemment, sends & letler expressing
apoliogios and remorse dirsstly o sach former "warlime comiorl woman.” The detally are as
folicws;

@ Letter from the Primé Mintster of Japan

Thie Govamiment of Japan has expressed s sincerd apdlogles and remorse regarding the Issue
kpown 28 “wastime comtont women™ on various oocasions.

When Sie slonsinent mhoney and wmadioal snd wellsre slipport project are provided, the Prime .
Hinizier, on behall of the Govermeid, sends & lstler sxprassing apologies and remorse directly
o gach former "warlire chwmforh woman.”

b Alonement from the Japanesa People

The Government of Japer has baen meking great elforts to ralss public awareness and galn'a
batter understanding of e issue known a8 “wartims comforl wornen.” Ths Sovemment hes
provided il possible assistancs to the AWF for its und ralsing from the public o espress
whonament lo the former “wartioe nomforbwomen.” .

A resull, 5 wids range of Individusls, erarprises, labor uniong, political paries, Dist members
and Cabinet Ministers have ghown thelr Sipport for the gims of the AVF, As ol now, atotal of
morg than 590 mitfion ven, Incluting contributions 1o its Daslc assets, has been donglad to the
AWE,

I July 1995, the AWF dedided thal the Fund would provide 2 million yen (the stensment monay)
$o ach formes “warime comio women™ in'the Flepublic of Morea, the Philippines arsd Taiwan
from thess conlribulions.

Trgether wilh the atonement money and the letter from the Prime Minister of Japan, a letler from
the Prasident of the ANF, siplaintoy Hie papose and expetied resull of the AWFs sctivities,
and mesaages fown the oonirbutons are also converyad 10 aach vistin,

&, Modical wnd Welfare Support Projects funded by Govermmental Resowrees

iy order fo Sl its moral responsibility, the Government of Japan has decided to dishurse about
FOO milllan yen frovn thes nations! budget for the medical and welfare projects of the AWF 1o
assist the former “wartime comiont women® in tha Bepublic of Kores, the Philippines, and Tahwsn
over & Byedr period

Such plans as 1) e mprovement of housing, (1) nursing services and (i) assistance in the
provision of madicel services and meadivcings &fe some examples of these projucts, They are
belng vastied oulwith the cooperation of e respaciive governments and authorties, and ofher
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ralevant organizadions, takdng fully inlo accruntthe astuel circumstanées of each of the farmer”
warlime cormfurt women.”

{2} indonesia

The Governmsnt of Japsn arid the AWF have sxplored the most appropriate project io be
implemsnted in indonesia i order to exprass alonement from the Japaness people. As a resull,
the AWF has decidéd t0 suppoit & projact praposed by the Qovernment of Indonesla called the
"Promution of Social Welfars Services for Eldedy Peopls in indooesia” through a fond disbursed
by the Government of Japen. This decision was mads paslly bacauss m Govemment of
indonasia found & Sffcull to identity e former "warlime conviort woren.” In March 1887, the
SAF conguded the Memorandum of Understandiing (MOLU) with ths Government of Indunesia
provide francisl support (380milltan vert over 10 years) to the profsdt o this prolect, new
faciifios véll be budt for e elderdy who have no family or relétives to ool after them and arg
unable fo work due to liness or physical hendicaps: These facilites will be annared to the public
hames for eldery run by the Depariment of Sockal Affalrs.

The priorily entrance it thete faciltes will be glven to those why pruclaim themselves as
former “warime cormfort Womer®, Tha faciities will ba established mainly In the reglons where
former "wartime gornfors women® are ﬂ"rought fo liva, 21 socisl wellre faciitles for eldarly peopls
ngge teen astablishad. In tolal, 200 pecpla are sccommodated In those faciities {as of May
2003).

{3} The Netherlands

The Government of Jagan and the AWF, in consuliglion with the Dulch people concemed, had
explored whal appropriate grofect could bem@fammiﬁd i the Metherlands, where no
authorites identify former "wartime comfortwomen,™ In order o convey afonement from the
Japansse people. A% result, oh July 18, 1988, the AWF comcluded @ Memorendum of
Underatanding (M»:}U} with the Project implementation Commiltes i the Nethedands (PICN) on
& project soncarning the issus knows as "wartisme comfort women® simed al helping W enhance
fhe Bving conditfons of those whe suffered Incurable physical’and peycholegical wounds duving
World War i

in accotdance with the MO, the AWF, making use of  fund disbursed by the Govemiment of
Japan, bss provided the: F‘ﬁm wilh finaticlal suppont totaling up to 24 1.5 million yen over 3 years
and the PICN has implementsd the project for 78 recipiants. This project was successfully
sompleted onoluly 14, 2001,

(4} Programs Underscoring the Lessons of History

Racugnizing the importance of passing on the facts related o this issus to fulure generations ag
a !m oF Bistory I order b ensure thal such an B3ue may pevel be ropested, s AWF, In

with the Govemmant of Japan, is actively wmpi ing documents and materisis
relating to the lssus known as "warlime comiford wormen.”

2. Efforts to Address Contemporary issues Concerning the
Honor and Dignity of Women

The Govarnmaent of Japan congsiders that it is ity responsibility to address contemporary lssues
related to woman, such s violence against women, The Governmant of Japan is providing
financial contributions o the AWF for lig sctivities towand the solulion of such issues,

in this contexd, the AWF hais besn actively implathenting the Tollowing activities.
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{1)Ths ergenization o interational s (with the Governman! of e Philippines and the
support of intematiohal organizstions sudh as VRBCEF, LG, and BESCAP onthe theme of
Traffoking aod Comrercial Sexusl Explotation of Women and Children in Movambar 18497,
with the Govemment of Thalland and internationsl organizations such as ESUAP, 110, 10M

o tha thema of Interisfional Trafficklng b November 1988, with the support of the
Govermment of Japan on the thems of Vislencs Against Weinen In September 1998}

{2 The provision of public relations support to oiter MGOs engagad in various comemparary
Isgues on womer fhrough financid assistanca.

{31 The imtiaion of ressarch and fact-finding profects oo contemporary women's hutmen dghls
problisms, such us viclencs against women, thelr causes, and nacessaly countec-neasires
and pofices

{41 The infiation of projects to coussel the womsn who suffered from problams such as violence
Agsivst women and to research snd develop new coutiseling snd mentel core techniques to
help improve the skills of coubsaefing snd heallh sere professionals. The mplemantation of
these ldnds of aclivitles Te alas significant fom dhe standpoint of snhiancing intemational
mutust undarstanding tonsaming cordemparary issuss regarding woman.

3. Discussions in International Human Rights Fora

i Augsst 1907, the Sub-Cormmission on Prevention of Distriminalion end Protection of
Minorties under the United Mations Comeniesion on Human Rights adopled a resciution, e
adopted by the Working Group on Corlamporary Fonms of Slavery, which recognized e above-
msnlansd measures inplemenied by the Sovernment of Jagen i cuoperation with the AWF as
"posifive stops” lowards B setlisment of this lseus. In addition, the Covmaraswanny Heport of
1508 rscoanizad ke meesures implamented by the Govemment.of Japan in cooperation with
the ANF s “weltoms efforte.” Tha Gavernment of Japan bellaves that he lnlamational
soryLidy Nas demonsirsied & cettin fevel of understanding towsrds Yo eliorls concemming this
isstie. The implementation of hese kinds of aclivilies is aleo slonificant from the standpeint of
snhancing Iternatonal muiusl understanding concarming contemporary lssuss reganding
waomen,

Aba iy | Privacy Policy

(e} Miniatey of Forelgr Affalrs, Kasumigasald 2-2-1, Chiyeda-ky, Tokyo 100-8818, Japan. Teh +81-
{3 33580-3311
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Attachment 8

H, Brs 131
FACTUAL BACESROUND ON AUTIONS TAREN BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF JARAN O THE COMPURT WOMEN MATTER

1 Japan hae axtended official, highlovel and pablic soknowledgements of
responsibility and spologies many tmes,

&

Voreaer Prime Minleter Bobrund has exttondad his apologies “As Prime Misdster of
Japan”

o Seeatbached textof letter addressed to individunl comfort wimnen from Prime
Bindeter Kotrumi which expréssly states, "As Prime Mindater of Japas, ¥ thue
sxtend soew my moet sinvere apologies to all the women whe underwent
immegenrable and painful expericaces and sulfared incureble phiysical and
parchslogtoal wounds...”

o Prime Minister Eolzumi's Jotter aleo states, that "We must not evade the weight
of thie past; nor should we evade our veaponaibilities for the firtere™

Former Prime Minister Murayama in 1984 extended an apology that etated inpart,
“On the issue of warthue ‘conifbrt women', which seviously stained the honor and
dignity of prany women, Dwould ke to foke this opportubity ooge dgain to pxprose
gy profound wnd sincers remorse and apologies”

Asrecently as October 2008, varrent Prime Minister Abs condirmed $o the Japansss
Tiief thers ia to change in the posttion of the Government of J o this fssue,

iz Jupna has offered compensation and other benefites br fortsr condbrt women

&

The Asiar Women Fupd waa éstablished in 1998 for the fovwer comboet whien
with funding and cooperation of the Government of Japas and the Japavess people.

The Pund bas offered payments, donated by the Jepuness people, to fotwer comfort
women, and the Fand has implemented modienl and welfave projecia.

o - Cagh payments offered to all-former comifort womesn
2 maitlion yeo (abowt $17,000) ger person was accepted by a total of 285
foriner cotofort women in the Philippines, South Korea, and Talwen

o BMedisel and welfe projects
00 wadbion yeu {aboud $5.8 million} in awistance has been given to forimer
eomifort women 1n the Philippines, South Bores, and Taiwan

o Project inthe Netherlands Yo help eomifort women
260 million yen (abowd $2. 12 millinn)

o Socislweliare service in Indonssis
F80 million you {about 382 million)

Adbey more than a decade of 6fbets by Jupsn to provide the benefits of the Astan
Wonen's Fund toformer comftet woren, the Fund is seheduled to terminate s
opevations on Mareh 8%, 2007, Since so fow women bave sccopted the cash payiments
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offered by fapan, no offort has bsen undertaken to extend the 1 of the Fund,

HI - Joupavess histery textbooks sddress the sofferiog caused by Japan duviag
WWIL

As brthe 1.8, the contral government i Japan dovs not selees ok recommuond textbooks,
Texthooks are chosen by individual schools, and looal boneds of sducation, from o Het approved
by the Ministry of Kducation, Culture, Sports, and Terbnology: One of the eriteria employed in
the texthook approvel process 1 esnpitivily to nelghboring countries,

There are elghtesn upproved Wistory textbocks for uss in ligh schools (ages 1590 1) In
dapan in 2008, OF thees; siztosn spevifically vefor to comibrt women and thaes sixtesn
are uasd by over 8% of ull high schoola in dapasn. Al eighteen spyvoved tenthooks,
incloding the ense thab do sob mention comfort wormwn, describe the salfering thet the
peoply tn neighboring couptries had to seduve before snd dusing World War I and
Jepav’s vesponetbility, as well 45 1te regret, Middle sithool lages 1240 15) toxthooks do
uot addrese the "eomibrt women™ eoue berauas the subject matter is sonsidared not to be
rESappropriats,

Febrnary 2007
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Attachment 3

Letter from Prizue Minister to the former comfort women Page Lol 1

(Translation)

Letter from Prime Minister Koisumi to the former comfort
women

The Year of 2001
Drear Madais,

O the occasion that e Asian Womens Fund, i cooperation with the Government aud the people of
Japan, offers stonemen from the Tapanese people to the former wirtimb comfort women, T wish to expoesy
my Foelings as woll, .

Thie issne of confor women, with an mvolvement of the Japanese militiry suthoritics ot that e, was
A grave afront (o the Bohoe and digoity of lerge nunbers of womé

A6 Prisae Mitnister of Japan, 1 thus extend auew my most sinosrs apologies and reimorse to all the
women wha nd {rimm i peintul experiences snd silfored tncurable physical and
payehologieal wounds g5 comfbrt women,

' We must aot evade the weight of the past, por should we evade our responsibilities for the fatase.

1 betiewe that vurcountry, peinfolly aware of its morad responsibilities, with feelings of apology and
remorse, should face up squarely o Its past Wstory and scourately convey it o fisore generations,

Furthermore, Japas also should take an active part in dealing with Vicleoce and other forma of injustics
o the konor and dignity of women,

Finally, ¥ pray feorn the bouots of my beart that each of you will find peace for the rest of your lives,

Respectfolly vours,

Junichiro Kolzand
Prime Minister of Japan
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Excerpt of transeript of the Commitfee
on Budget, House of Councilors (March 23, 2005) (translation)

Congresswoman Yoshikewa: Prime Minister, vou signed letters addressed o peopls who
secepted funds from the Asian Wogen's Fund, Conkd you axplain the contente of the lefter?

Prime Minbter Kolzami: Would you like me to read the entim toxt?
Cong, Yoshikawa: That is Hoe with me,

PM Kol ¥ wondd ke to smmarize it This s s latier that expressss my feeling 48 we
conduct national compensation for peopls who seffered as comfort wornes. The point is that §
sxpresssd. Wiy wiost sincere apoloples and remorse o all the people who underwent
innneasunble and pabeful experiences and suffored incwsable physical snd peychological
wotmnids a8 comfort women. T also sxpressad that 1 should teke an sctive part in dealing with
violenes and otber forms of fnfostios to the bonor el digaity of women. Fiaally, Fwrote to pray
from the bottons of wy heart that esch of you will find peace For the rest of your lives, These
wera my polots i the letier.
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Excerpt from the transeript of the Plenary Seasion,
House of Representative oo October 2, 2006

The Dist of Japan

Prime Minister Abe: T would like $6 respond to Rep. Kazuo Shii {(Communist
Party). Thers were questions regarding my views on the war, history, and
visit to Yasukuni Shrine.

Comments by politicians have political and diplomatic messings and hence I
think politicians must be modest when they talk about the propriety of
specific views on war and history,

Separate from views on war and history, and speaking of my wvisit to
Yasuloni Shring, I think I would like to continue having condolence and
respect to the people who sacrificed their life for the country (applause).

There was a question regarding wmy understanding of history The
understanding of the last war is already expressed in the statement by the
Prime Minister and other forms on Acgust 15, 19595 and August 15, 2005,
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Resolution Renewing Japan's Determination for Peace, Taking
to Heart the Lessons of History

Flenary Session of the House of Representatives,
Mationa! Diet of Japan, 2 June 1985

On the cccasion of the 50t anniversary of the end of World War 11, this Mouse
expresses its grief for the war desd and the victiras of wars and conflicts
throughout the world.

Solemnly reflacting upon the many Instarces of colonial rute and acts of
aggrassion that eccurred in modern world history, and recognizing that lapan
carried out such acts In-the past and Inflicted suffering on the people of other
countrigs, espacially In Asla, the Members of this House hereby sxpress deep
remiorse,

We must learr in all humility the lessons of history, and promots peaae i the
international community, overcoming the various differences in ideclogy that
exist regarding the understanding of history related to the war In the past.
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Japan Lower House Adopts Resolution at the 60th Anniversary
of Wwil

August 4, 2008

Resolution of Japan's pledge to contribute further to the building of
International peace on the 60th anniversary of the establishment of the
United Nationg, the end of World War 11, and the atomic bombing.

The House of Represantatives of Japen resolves as follows:

Although the realization of international peace s the fervent desire of human
beings throughout the world, the earth has never bean without wars and other
calamities.

Thie lnss of (e caused by wap, tarrotism, famine and disease, destruction of
the natural environment and other disasters continues to plague ug, while the
profiferstion of weapons of mass destruction such as nuclear wespons is alse
faared.

Under such reaiities of the international soclsty, this Mouse pays deep tribute
to the United Mations for its efforts and wisdom In creating and maintaining
international neace in the pas shxty vears since its sstablishment,

Bearing In mind the Resolution to Renew the Determination for Pesce onthe
basis of Lessons Learned from History adapted ten vaurs ago, we the Members
of this House reffect deeply on the many sufferings that our country Inthe past
Inflicted on the people of pther countries, in particular, of Asle, and relierate
our sincerast sympathy for all the victims,

Urder the ldeal of permanent peace advacated by Japan's Constitution, the
Government of Japan, as the only country that suffersd atomic bombings,
should make its utrost efforts to work hand iy hand with all the other peoples
of the wirld, and pave the way for the future and the sustalnable development
of hurnan belngs to ive in Barmony; that i, the abolishrment of nuclear and
other weapons, elimination of all kinds of war; and the pursuit of ways to
cregke 8 World Federation,
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Attechment §

Listing of websites of publicly available materiais on comfort women

~Ministry of Foreige Affsirs: wewanoln.gojp
Statement by the Chisf Cabinet Seeretary Yobel Kovo on the result of the
study o the issae of “comfort women”
Bttpe/www.amafi.go jp/policy/women/fund/stateS 308 ktml

Statement by Prime Minister Tomilchi Muravama on the occasion of the
establishment of the "Asisn Women's Fund”
hittpyfwww molgo.jp/policywoemen/Tund/state8507. himl

Statement by Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama on the "Peace,
Frienduhip, and Bschange Initiative™

Bttp:/warwomolage. jp/renounes/press/pm/murayama/state 0408, himl
Letter from Prime Minister Juuichivo Kolzumi to the former comfort
women ;

httpe/fwww, i po.jplpolicv/women/fand/pmietterhitml

-Asian Women's Fund: wewawlonlp

-Japan Center for Aslan Historieal Records: www.jacar.go.jp



TUS, Cg;mgmgg wggkﬁaamg T

Date: 15% February 2007

We, the surviving “Comfort Women,” have waited over 60 years 10 witmess a just
regolution for “comfort women™,

Dienpite efforts Brom survivors for over 15 vears 48 well ag the recommendations by the
UN-and other consarned international organizations, the Japanese governmment has not
accepled 18 responsibility nor apologized for its war crimes apainst *“Condort Women”,

Today we stand before the conscisnve of the international comenmity to uigs the
Fapanese Prime Minister, on behalf of the Japaniese govermment, to officially,
unanbiguousty, and sincerely apologize for thee gross human rights viclstions inflicted
upeos s throuph Japanese Military Sexual Slavery dusing WWIL

We have continuousty demanded truth and justics, but most of the survivors, at the age of
Tom and 80, ave dying without an bificial apology from Japan.

We, the surviving "Comfort Women®, weltome Houise Resolution 121 and wie the US
Congress to pass this resohution whick we believe will greasly influence the Japanese
govérmmnent o bring justios to their past war cries.

We have respeetfully made a fong jowney to testify af US Congressional hearing as
witnesses i order to restore the dignity and henor of “ComPort Women”,

Assurvivors of human dghts sbuse; we, the surviving “Comfort Women™, want to break

the cyele of impunity which war criminals continue to use to breed violence against
wornen during and after times of war,

= i

Lee Yong Soo

Tt e P e

Tani Ruft O Herkd /}J M}}’? k3 2 ]w
P

Kim&oon Ja

~ surviving “Comfort Wormen™
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[NOTE: The signatures acquired by the Petition Drive in Support of House Resolu-
tion 121, which were submitted for the record, are not reprinted here but are filed
with the committee’s records.]
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